FPS Return to Onsite Learning
Term 4, 2021
Handbook for Parents/Carers

Dear parents and carers,
We are looking forward to a return to onsite teaching and learning with your child. On behalf of FPS,
I would like to thank all of our parents and carers for their outstanding support of our FPS teachers
and your efforts with juggling remote learning with parenting and work.
Following the advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer, the Victorian Government has now
developed a Roadmap for the return to onsite teaching and learning.
Please find outlined how FPS will implement the return to school arrangements. All of our policies
and processes are based on the guidelines provided by the Department of Education and Training.
Please read this carefully and follow our procedures as we work together to keep our children, staff
and families safe.
Key dates for the staged return are:
For our school, this means that the following arrangements will be in place and dependent on final
advice from health authorities closer to each stage.

Once a year level has returned to school, all students are expected to attend school as normal. This
means that it will be parental choice to keep your child/ren home after their year level has returned
to face-to-face teaching. FPS will not be offering our Remote Learning program after Friday the 5th
of November.
This does not apply to children who have a health plan and pre existing medical conditions. Families
with medical concerns for their children should contact the Principal to discuss an appropriate plan.
This approach is being taken by all government schools in Victoria.

Onsite supervision will still be available for students of essential workers and vulnerable students.
Parents and carers should contact the Business Manager Amy Mullins to see if they meet the DET
guidelines for onsite supervision.
Return to school-Pick up and Drop off
To reduce the number of adults in our school grounds during pick up and drop off and to ensure that
social distancing is in place at all times, we ask all parents to please adhere to and respect the
following guidelines and processes:
In the morning “kiss and drop” your child off at the stations at the top of the oval or the top of
Padman Lane, then leave the school promptly. Staff will be at these two stations to greet you and
your child. Children then can play until the music starts and they will then enter their classroom as
they normally do.

If your child is anxious, there will be staff
to assist. Let us know if you need
assistance with drop off. It is perfectly
normal for children, at any year level to
feel anxious with a return to school
onsite after a long break. We are here to
support both you and your child if
separation is challenging.

1. Parents and carers are to limit their time spent in the FPS school grounds and are not to enter
classrooms or teaching spaces.
2. 8.50am school commences for Foundation – Year 6. Students are to enter their classroom
at this time as usual. Parents/carers are not permitted in or near any learning spaces, on the
asphalt, F-2 playground or basketball courts.
3. Parents/carers are to leave the FPS grounds promptly and not to stand around in the school
grounds or near classrooms.
4. If a parent/carer is helping their child with a bike or scooter, please walk up the pedestrian
path near Padman Lane and the Music Wing to access our bike shed.
In the afternoon, at the end of the school day-“collect and clear” from the school oval.
5. Foundation –Year 2 will finish school at 3.20pm. Parents and carers are to leave the school
grounds immediately after picking up their child from the oval area.
6. Year 3-6 students will finish at 3.30pm. If they have a sibling in Foundation-Year 2, they are
to leave at 3.20pm.
7. Foundation students will be collected at the top of the oval, closest to the hall.
8. Year one students will be collected in the middle of the oval.
9. Year two students will be at the bottom of the oval, closest to the long jump track.

10. Years 3-6 will meet their parents/carers on the oval or if they walk home independently, can
continue to do this.
11. If your child walks or rides home independently, then they do this as usual.

Social distancing of adults is key to keep our FPS families safe during this time!
Visitors on school grounds
There are now strict restrictions in place for access to FPS. Only staff, students and health, wellbeing
and inclusion staff are permitted at this time. Programs such as classroom helpers,
excursions/incursions, assembly, school tours and camps have been temporarily suspended.
We request that parents only enter the school grounds when essential to do so and to contact the
school by phone instead. Parents are discouraged from dropping off items to their child during the
day or entering the school grounds.
We ask that parents/carers do not linger or congregate while picking up or dropping off their child
and observe appropriate physical distancing. Masks MUST be worn by anyone 12 years and older.
Children are also encouraged to wear a mask.
Unwell staff and students
If any students or staff member is unwell, they are NOT to attend school and remain home. If a child
becomes unwell during the day, parents and or emergency contacts will be contacted and an
immediate pick up is required.
FPS is equipped with protective resources and processes inclusive of a space for any students/staff
who exhibit COVID-19 symptoms.
Staff/students are not to return to school until their symptoms are gone. Anyone who is unwell should
get a COVID test as soon as possible!
Managing a confirmed case of COVID-19
The Department has comprehensive procedures in place with the Department of Health to manage
suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19 in schools. Parents and carers will receive information via
our official channels of ClassDojo and Compass if there is a confirmed case and what the directions
are.
In most cases where a school site closes due to a positive case, some or all of the school site will
undergo a deep clean, also known as an infectious clean.

The Three Vs-Ventilation, Vaccination and Vital COVID safe steps

Student and staff vaccinations
As part of the COVID-19 vaccination roll-out, all school staff and all students aged 12 and over are
now eligible to receive a coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine.
Information about vaccines and eligibility can be found on the coronavirus.vic.gov.au website.
The Victorian Chief Health Officer has determined that COVID-19 vaccination will be mandatory for
staff who work in schools. This includes principals, teachers, administration and education support
staff, including casual relief teachers (CRTs), pre-service teachers, and Out of School Hours Care staff.
All staff who work in schools will be required to have a first dose of a COVID-19 vaccine by 18th
October 2021 or be able to produce evidence of a vaccination booking within the following seven
days.
All staff are required to be fully vaccinated by 29 November 2021 unless a medical exemption applies.
Staff will be required to show evidence of their vaccination status.
Getting vaccinated is the best way to protect yourself, your colleagues and students and keep the
whole school community safe. Getting vaccinated will help slow the spread of COVID-19 and prevent
future outbreaks in our schools and community.
Vaccination is not mandatory for students, however in alignment with health advice, vaccinations are
strongly encouraged as the best way to protect individuals, families and school communities from
further outbreaks and the spread of COVID-19.
Ventilation
Schools are required to increase fresh air flow into indoor spaces whenever possible. Staff and
students will maximise the use of outdoor learning areas or environments wherever possible. FPS has
identified seven outdoor teaching spaces that are protected from the sun. Students and staff will

wear hats if using these spaces and will follow the FPS Sunsmart policy. Teaching staff will also keep
windows, doors and vents open as much of the day as possible and if practicable. FPS will monitor
the VicEmergency App for risk warnings and advice on thunderstorm asthma, smoke and other
events reducing outside air quality.
Action to protect students during periods of poor outdoor air quality (such as smoke, thunderstorm
asthma events) will take priority.
The Department is delivering air purifier units (model Samsung AX7500) to schools. Air purifiers are
advised to be prioritised for higher risk areas. These areas include where high levels of mixing of staff
and reduced mask use when eating, higher levels of exertion and increased aerosol projection, and
areas of lower ventilation and possible exposure to illness. For example, the FPS sick bay, staff room,
school office and music rooms.

Vital COVIDSafe steps
Sanitising/hand washing
Every classroom has hand sanitiser that is used under the direction of the teacher. Students will be
sanitising at the start of the day, before/after eating, after playtimes, beginning and end of Specialist
classes.
Sharing Resources/Equipment
When using communal resources in the classroom or with Specialist teachers, students will
wash/sanitise their hands before/after use.
The FPS school library and ICT lab is closed according to DET guidelines. Students will still be able to
read books from their own classroom library.
Students are to bring their own water bottle. Our FPS drink taps are open for students to use.
Playgrounds will remain open to students and will be cleaned/sanitised regularly. Students will
wash/sanitise before going out to play and after playtimes.
Take home reading materials will still be available for children to select and take home. Parents are
asked to wipe covers be fore returning resources to school and for children and parents/carers to wash
their hands before and after use.
Face Masks
Face masks are compulsory for adults and secondary students both indoors
and outdoors. Face masks are recommended for primary school students.
From Mon 18th October Face masks will be mandatory indoors for students
in Years 3-6 and strongly recommended for Foundation to Year 2 students.
Students are to supply their own face masks.
Cleaning/Sanitising
FPS has cleaning/sanitising in place where high touch areas receive additional cleaning/sanitising.

Sharing of food
Sharing of food is not permitted. Whilst we enjoy celebrating your child’s birthday, we will not be
sharing birthday treats at this time. Please do not bring any food or treats to share for birthdays.
Wellbeing
We understand that some students may feel anxious about returning to school. All of these feelings
are very normal and all staff will be
monitoring very closely our students. All
teachers will be implementing targeted
wellbeing activities to support students as
they return. Our FPS Wellbeing Learning
Specialist Agata Gervasi will support
teachers with the panning and resourcing
of our Wellbeing program.
We have created a Social Story,
“Welcome Back to FPS” that teachers will
use to support our students. This story will also be shared with families. Any parents/carers who are
concerned about their child/ren should contact Agata Gervasi.

In addition, FPS has a Remote Learning tab on our website that we will continue to add to.
https://www.flemingtonps.vic.edu.au/page/158/FPS-Remote-Learning
Thank you for your ongoing support and FPS staff and I are excited to welcome back your children
to FPS.

Warm regards

Amanda Williams
Principal - Flemington Primary School

Be Ready to Learn Be Respectful Be Safe Be Kind

