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FPS Mission and Vision

Mission
We will provide learning opportunities in supportive and 
collaborative learning environments.

Vision
Students will realise their full potential, contributing to our 
school, our community and our world.
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Learning Intention & Success Criteria
Learning Intention: We will understand how to support students during class 
and at home during reading 

Success Criteria:

I can explain the role of a classroom helper

I feel confident to have a book box and reading goal discussion with students

I have an understanding of the strategies and questions before, after and during reading 
and can have a practice

I feel confident  to work in the classroom to support student reading
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Becoming a Classroom Helper
● Have a current Working With Children Check (WWCC) (Available from any Post 

Office, online at http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au or through the Service 
Victoria app – you will also need 100  points and photo ID)

● Present your WWCC card to the office for our records
● Fill out the Class Helpers agreement and return to the office
● Complete the Classroom Helpers availability survey
● Classroom teachers will then contact you with a timetable
● On the day you are helping, go to the office to sign in and collect a visiting lanyard 

before entering the classroom
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Your role 
Assisting in the classroom under the  direction of the classroom teacher by:
Providing a role model for learning
Working with individual children (may not be your child)
Having a regular routine and communicating with the teacher regarding any changes to your availability
Working in your dedicated space set up by the classroom teacher
Stay with the list of students that the teacher provides you. Be mindful that it can change.

Being a valued member of the school community
Your support in the classroom will ensure that children gain more opportunities to read with an adult while the 
teacher is working with other groups
Your willingness to assist in classroom activities shows other parents what can be achieved when a partnership is 
formed
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Your role
Confidentiality must be maintained at all times. Classroom helpers are expected to act 
with impartiality towards all children. Positive interactions are an expectation. 

All of our students are different. Please be respectful and maintain confidentiality.

Any behaviour management issues must be referred to the teacher.  Classroom helpers 
will be under the direction of the teacher responsible for the class or group of children.  

Classroom helpers are in a position of trust and should not discuss with any other 
parent, children, friend or neighbour any personal information about students, staff or 
other classroom helpers/staff support/volunteer workers learnt whilst involved in school 
programs.
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Your role is not
To work and help your child only

To supervise or roam around your child only

To walk in between classrooms

To talk to teachers about your child

To raise your voice or bring another adult to class

To bring children/babies into class

To make assessments of the student learning

To rearrange the classroom reading hour to suit your availability
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What is a ‘Book Box’?
Represent a ‘rich diet’ of texts
Support students’ reading goals
Reading for learning
‘Just Right Books’
Student voice and ownership
Teacher and adult support
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A ‘just right’ text
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Reading Goals 

Selected with students during reading 
conferences with teacher
Visibly displayed as bookmarks, on 
table, wall display or in reading 
journals 
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Reading

Reading for pleasure vs reading for learning

Basics of reading with a student

- How to sit
- Where to set up
- How to collect students and engage them in reading
- What is a ‘just right book’?
- What is a ‘book box’?
- What is a ‘reading journal’?

Be Ready to Learn    Be Respectful    Be Safe    Be Kind 



Reading and Recording - your role

- The classroom teacher will set you 
up with a reading space.

- The classroom teacher will 
provide this proforma with a list of 
students to read with.

- Record your discussion, what they 
did well and anything that might 
have been challenging for them.

- If you aren’t sure, don’t worry! You 
are not expected to be an expert!

- Reading time with a students 
should be up to 10 minutes.
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What this looks like in the Classroom
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Before selecting a text Before Reading During Reading After Reading

Key 
Questions 
and 
prompts

Tell me about what is in 
your book box.
What type of texts do you 
have?
How did you select them?
Which text interests you 
the most? Why?
Which books are 
fiction/non-fiction? Do 
you have an even mix?
What type of book do you 
think you will choose 
next?
What is your reading 
goal?

What do you think this 
book will be about? 
What tells you that?
Who do you think it is 
written for?
What type of book do you 
think it is? 
What makes you think 
that?

Have you seen that 
word before?
What sound does it 
start with?
What other sounds are 
in that word?
Let’s make all the 
sounds
Let’s stretch out the 
word
Let’s blend it back 
together

Have you heard that 
word before?
What do you think it 
means?
Can you use the 
picture to help you?
Can you think of 
another word that 
means the same 
thing/similar?

Let’s read that 
sentence again.
Great! Now that you 
know all the words in 
that sentence let’s 
read them so they 
flow together 
smoothly.

What happened in the 
book/page?
How do you think the 
character felt?
What tells you that?
What do you think will 
happen next?
What was the author’s 
message?
What did you learn 
from your reading?



What this looks like in the Classroom

What do you notice about what the teacher does before, during and 
after reading?
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1OX-B7YOTf8G6t7QRDGnBniZ5zrvo83AI/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/12OkbGUHr6w_onuygm4w6XvCLE-rJG16G/view


Five Keys to Reading - what student 
reading goals will be based on

Phonological Awareness
Phonics
Vocabulary
Fluency
Comprehension
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Phonological Awareness
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Phonological Awareness

Common areas of need
Sounding out words one letter at a time
Using only initial sound to guess words

How to support
Looking for small words/chunks within words (covering parts of 
the word)
Stretching out words and blending them back together 
(physically model stretching out the words)

Be Ready to Learn    Be Respectful    Be Safe    Be Kind 



Phonics- 
Phonics is the relationship between written letters and 
their sounds.

Research shows it is an effective method of teaching 
early readers to read.

As soon as students know 3 or more letters, they can 
begin segmenting and blending to read words made of 
these letters (rather than learn all of the sounds that the 
letters of the alphabet make, and then begin to read 
words).
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Vocabulary

Vocabulary knowledge has a big impact on students’ reading and 
writing skills.
Really ‘knowing’ a word involves being able to describe what it 
means, draw a picture of it, think of other words that mean the 
same, and think of words that mean the opposite.
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Fluency

Be Ready to Learn    Be Respectful    Be Safe    Be Kind 



Fluency
Common areas of need
Reading too fast
Not pausing at punctuation
Limited expression when reading aloud

How to support
Model reading slowly -described as ‘smooth like a train’
Find the punctuation. Cover the text (hand or finger) to reveal one sentence at a time 
Model using expression where relevant e.g. a character’s voice, punctuation
Practising on low level texts 
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Comprehension

Comprehension is the ability to take meaning from a text and 
form links between the text and your own experiences, other 
texts and world knowledge.
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Comprehension

Common areas of need
Lack of understanding of what they have read

How to support
● Asking questions before, during and after reading
● Using the Questions to Support Reading Comprehension Sheet
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Linking it all together

The ultimate aim of reading is to read texts, both fiction and non-fiction.

When reading texts, students need to interact with it - it is not enough to simply read the 
words.

Interaction should involve making predictions, asking questions (where the answer is in 
the text and where extra thinking is needed), retelling what happened, discussing 
favourite parts, etc).
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Important Documents

● This PowerPoint for your future reference
● Classroom Helpers and Volunteers Handbook
● Classroom Helper Agreement (final page of handbook)

Other documents - these will be provided by the classroom teacher when 
you come in as a helper.
● Classroom Helper Reading Notes
● Questions for before/during/after reading (slide 15)

Be Ready to Learn    Be Respectful    Be Safe    Be Kind 



I’m ready to help! What next?

Our classroom teachers need to know your availability. Complete the following survey for your child/ren’s year 
level.  It can be completed now or over the next week. Survey links will also be shared via Dojo.

Foundation Year 1/2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6

https://forms.gle/nwS1v7RmkzPpSYsB7                                       https://forms.gle/bLSQotspor71SQYj8                   https://forms.gle/PoeH62FFkkyFPnar6                                        https://forms.gle/CqNmWUUwGLdz3d8Y9 
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Questions
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