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Principal’s Report  
Amanda Williams 

It is only week 2, but already it feels that we have been back at school for a long 
time, with so much happening already. Read on to hear about the action… 

Year 3 and 4 camp to Lake Dewar  
I had the great fortune to attend the year 3 and 
4 camp to Lake Dewar last week. What a 
success! Lake Dewar is a beautiful spot near 
Myrniong and the facilities and teaching staff 
at the camp were outstanding! Our students 
participated in a large variety of activities from 
raft building, campfire cooking, paddle 
boarding, bushwalking, archery, hut building 
to the very exciting flying fox. Our students had to build their capacity to solve 
puzzles, communicate clearly with each other, be independent, be resilient and 

to challenge themselves. Camps are a great 
opportunity to build all of these skills, to 
strengthen friendships and to build new ones. 
And, for those who may be wondering if I went 
on the flying fox. Yes I did!  I too had to 
summon up the courage the first time and then 
they couldn’t get me off that flying fox! 

Thank you to all our staff who attended. I 
cannot express enough how wonderful our teachers are and to see them 
encouraging and attending to the many needs of such a large group of students 
over 3 days where you are “on duty” 24 hours, is just so highly commendable.  

Camping Program at FPS 
Every year level at FPS has an opportunity to join our camping program. It runs 
as follows… 

Prep Twilight Day- Tuesday 29th November where Preps come to school from 
11am -5pm and participate in a range of activities after school. 

Year One Movie Night- Thursday 30th November. Year Ones have dinner and a 
movie. These initial experiences for our junior students assists them to build their 
independence and self-reliance in a supported situation. 

Year Two Camp to Stringy Bark Lodge -Thursday 30th November - Friday 1st 
December. An information session for this camp will be held next Thursday 3.45-
4.45pm. Please note the time change so that more parents can access this 
session.  

Year Five and six Camp - Wednesday 1st –Friday 3rd of November to Grantville 
Lodge. This is a new camp for our school with a special visit at night to see the 
fairy penguins. 

The FPS camp program aims to offer a range of experiences at all year levels that 
will ensure that all students are supported as they build their independence in 
preparation for camps in the later primary years.   >>>Cont.
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Mission: We will provide learning opportunities in supportive and collaborative learning environments. 

Vision: Students will realise their full potential, contributing to our school, our community and our world. 

 

CALENDAR 

WALKTOBER! 
Walk to School in October 
MON TO THUR, 16 TO 19 & 23 TO 26 OCTOBER  
Prep Swimming 
SAT & SUN, 21 & 22 OCTOBER 
Solar Boat Race – Science Works 
WED, 26 OCTOBER 
Year 5/6 North Cup – The Huddle 
THUR, 26 OCTOBER 
World Teachers Day 
Year 2 Camp Info session 3.45-4.45pm 
FRI, 27 OCTOBER TO 1 DECEMBER  
Year 5/6 Interschool sports 
MON, 30 OCTOBER 
School council Meeting 7pm 
TUE, 31 OCTOBER 
Compass Workshop 2.30-3.30pm 
WED TO FRI, 1 NOVEMBER TO 3 NOVEMBER 
Year 5/6 Camp to Grantville Lodge 
No Interschool sports this week 
MON, 6 NOVEMBER 
Curriculum Day – No School 
TUE, 7 NOVEMBER 
Melbourne Cup Day – No School 
FRI, 10 NOVEMBER 
Anna Robinson’s Piano Soiree – 5-5.45pm 
THUR, 16 NOVEMBER 
FPS “First” playgroup 9-11am in After care room 
WED & THUR, 22 & 23 NOVEMBER  
Science Incursion Year 3/4 
THUR TO SUN, 23 TO 26 NOVEMBER 
Recumbent Bike - Maryborough 
MON, 27 NOVEMBER 
Year 5/6 Science Project UOM 
School Council 7pm 
WED, 29 NOVEMBER 
Prep Twilight Day 11am-5pm 
Year 5/6 Science Project UOM 
THUR, 30 NOVEMBER 
Year 1 Movie night 
THUR, 30 NOVEMBER TO FRI, 1 DECEMBER 
Year 2 Camp to Stringy Bark Lodge 
MON, 4 DECEMBER 
Thank you Morning Tea volunteers & helpers 
TUE, 12 DECEMBER 
Yr 6-7 Step up day – Vic State Secondary Schools 
WED, 13 DECEMBER 
End of year Instrumental Music Concert 
THUR, 14 DECEMBER 
Year 6 Graduation 5-9pm 
MON, 18 DECEMBER 
Meet your 2018 teachers/class 
Carols 3.30-4.30pm 
School Council 7pm 
TUE, 19 DECEMBER 
Year 6 Big Day Out 
WED, 20 DECEMBER 
Secret Spies & AOK Celebration 2.30pm 
THUR, 21 DECEMBER 
End of year class parties 
School Reports go home 
FRI, 22 DECEMBER 
End of Term 4 – School finishes at 1.30pm 

http://www.flemingtonps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:Flemington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Open Water Learning Experience- Port Melbourne 

We really hit it lucky with the weather this Wednesday and Thursday with our Years 3-6 going to Port Melbourne 
Beach to spend time with teachers from Life Saving Victoria. Students learnt about being safe around water, how to 
identify a rip, lifesaving skills and emergency response skills. The response to this experience from both students and 
teachers to this learning experience has been very positive and they have expressed that they wanted to stay longer. 
For some of our students it was their first time to the beach. Here are some comments from our students..… 

‘Did you know that a boogy board, an esky lid, bike helmet and a swimming noodle can help someone in danger. But 
don’t give them your own arm.’ 

‘If you are in danger in the water you must call for help and put your hand in the air.’ 

‘It is better to swim in the waves than in the flat water because it might be a rip current.’ 

As we head into the warmer weather and children participate in more water related activities, this knowledge of 
water safety will empower our students to make better informed decisions and choices. 
 
Compass 

Have you joined Compass yet? Our system shows that many parents have already logged on. Please see our website 
http://www.flemingtonps.vic.edu.au/ or office staff if you need any assistance logging in. The InTouch newsletter is 
also delivered via Compass and emailed straight to you. 
 
HUB Canteen Recess 

Today The HUB were selling a healthy choice of foods such as fruit cups, frozen yoghurts and muffins for $1.00 a piece 
at the canteen. Thank you again to our volunteers at The HUB. If you are interested in meeting new people and being 
more involved in our school please join our HUB parent volunteer group. They have a lot of fun and it helps our kids 
and school. flemingtonps.hub@gmail.com 
 
Grounds Working Party Update 

This week the grounds Working Party visited the park at the Royal 
Children’s Hospital and the play grounds at North Melbourne PS for ideas to 
inspire our plans for the Grounds Master Plan. Afterwards we worked with 
our landscape architect Lily Sabo to start the design work. Very soon Lily 
will put up the Grounds Master Plan for community consultation. A notice 
board will be set up in the administration corridor (near the staffroom) 
where parents, staff and students can contribute their ideas. This is a very 
exciting time and I will let you know when the plan is up and ready for input. 

Happy Learning! 

 
Model Vehicle Solar Challenge (Solar Boat) 

A reminder that the Model Vehicle Solar Challenge race day is Saturday 21st of October at Scienceworks Museum, 2 
Booker Street Spotswood. Below is the schedule for our students. 

 

http://www.flemingtonps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:flemingtonps.hub@gmail.com
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Pupil of the Week 
Week beginning 16 October 2017 

Grade Student Reason 

Prep L Hamza J  

Making sure he used a finger 
space between each word when 
writing a sentence. Awesome 
effort Hamza! 

Prep MC Riley D 
Contributing fantastic ideas to 
our class discussion on fiction and 
factual texts. 

Prep W Wasan A 

Listening to the swimming 
teachers and getting changed by 
herself quickly. Well done 
Wasan! 

1I Alexa P 
Sharing her thinking about a text 
she has been reading 
independently. 

1K Sebastian M 
Always following instructions and 
being ready to listen on the mat. 
Great job!  

1P Felix P 
Putting an excellent effort into 
his narrative writing. Keep it up 
Felix! 

2D Elisa S 
Always being ready to learn, 
getting on task right away, and 
always putting in her best effort! 

2M Angus H  
Enjoying the writing of fractured 
fairy tales 

2S Rayan A 
Trying her best and asking for 
help.  

3G Lara S 
The initiative and leadership Lara 
displayed while in her activity 
group and cabin at camp. 

3M Wajd A 

Wajd was showing a excellent 
growth mindset on camp, trying 
new and activities  even if she felt 
out of comfort zone. 

3N Ava Rose M 
Always listening and being and 
outstanding student. 

4J Chris K 
Listening and responding 
considerately to his peers.  

4R Thomas K 

Using his manners, speaking with 
a kind voice and bringing a 
cheerful attitude to the 
classroom! 

4T James L 
Listening and following 
instructions during the Grade 4 
Lifesaving Excursion. 

5F Max D 

Being a fantastic contributor and 
listener when working 
collaboratively, allowing every 
group member to feel valued.  

5P Alex Y 
Swimming safely at our excursion 
and participating in all of the 
activities with enthusiasm!  

6A Idris N 
Delivering an important message 
efficiently and respectfully 

6V Tristan C 

Showing a focused work ethic, 
avoiding distractions and having 
a go at all tasks. Well done 
Tristan! 

Office News 
Office Hours, 8.30am – 4.00pm Monday to Friday 

 

 
 

Scholastic Book Club  

 
Issue 7 order forms that were sent home recently are due 

back to the office by 
Wednesday 25th October by 9.00am 

No late orders will be accepted 
Please note, that orders sent before this date will now be 

processed to Scholastic as received so the earlier the order, 
the earlier you will receive the book/s.  Please note, all credit 
card payments are now processed via Loop and orders will be 

sent direct to the school for distribution. 

 
 
 
During Term 4, Please remember that 
all children and teachers are required 
to wear a broad brimmed hat when 
outside at recess and lunchtimes, and 
at PE or sport. 
 
 
 
OSHC Program  

Camp Australia manages the Before & After School Care 
program.   All bookings, absences and payments need to be 
made through the Camp Australia website.  

   Do not leave messages on the school answering machine.   

Customer 
Service  

8.00am - 6.00pm  
Monday to Friday  

1300 105 343  

Website  www.campaustralia.com.au  
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SRC NEWS 

Join thousands of Victorian families for Walk to School 2017! 

 
Get ready, get set for Walk to School 2017! 

Flemington Primary School has joined the hundreds of primary schools across Victoria for a fun month of walking, riding and 
scooting to and from school. By participating, we have a chance to win some great prizes! So every time our local families walks, 
rides or scoots to and from school during October, you increase our school’s chance of winning!  

About Walk to School  
Every October, VicHealth’s Walk to School encourages Victorian primary school kids and their families to walk, ride or scoot to and 
from school every day. It’s a great way for the whole family to increase their physical activity levels. Plus, it is a chance to enjoy 
more time with your kids and meet other local families along the way.  
Along with the health benefits, it also reduces traffic congestion, saves on parking, helps us connect with family and friends and 
saves the environment!  
Part way is okay! If you can’t walk the whole way, why not try parking the car a few blocks from your school and walk, ride or 
scoot the rest.  
Last year, more than 144,000 kids and their families took part in the program walking the equivalent of two return trips to the 
moon and with your families help, we can make 2017 our biggest year yet!  
There are so many great reasons to participate in Walk to School this October and we’re excited to be part of the fun because  
getting active is even more fun when we do it together! 

Student challenge cards 
Don’t forget to complete your challenge card each day you walk and also mark 
yourself off your classroom calendar, once your challenge card is complete 
hand it into reception. We will then get them to Council so they will go into the 
draw to win some great prizes. 
 
Prizes include  

 3 x $150 sport voucher 

 5 x  Bounce Essendon pass 

 5 x $50  Westfield voucher 
 
Student poster challenge 

Council will be holding a Poster challenge for all participating students. The winning artist will receive a sports store voucher 
valued at $150. 

The poster should show: 

 students and their friends walking to school  

 something funny, pretty or interesting that students have seen while walking to or from school 

 a slogan about why kids should walk to school 

 if students are too far to walk all the way, their poster could highlight park and walk locations 

To enter, students should complete their poster and put it up in a visible position at school, then email transport@mvcc.vic.gov.au 
with their name, phone number, school, a photo of their poster (a photo taken on a phone is fine) and its location. The three most 
creative designs will be framed, displayed at a Council venue and on Facebook, and three Council staff will choose a winner.  

The winning artist will receive a sports store voucher valued at $150. 

Decorate your shoes, bikes or scooter 

In 2017, we’re encouraging our kids to put their best foot forward by decorating their shoes, bikes or scooters to make Walk to 
School even more fun. Get involved with us for Walk to School and help your family build healthy habits for life. Visit 
walktoschool.vic.gov.au for more information.  
 
We look forward to seeing you Walk to School! 
 
From the SRC team 

 

mailto:transport@mvcc.vic.gov.au
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Science News 
Simon Mathews 

Hello Families, Friends and Staff of Flemington Primary School, 

It was great to be out on a bush walk yesterday with a grade 3/4 camp 
activity group and Ms. Amanda and see how much students had 
learned from their ‘Friend or Foe’ science unit in term 3! I was 
impressed by discussions on rabbits, ants, caterpillars and millipedes, 
seed dispersal and a pine trees plantation, and links students made 
back to their understanding of the flora and fauna as a ‘Friend or Foe’. 

In this ever growing and expanding technological age, we can appreciate knowing that science units at FPS are 
linked with literacy. In term 4 grades are working on the following science units: 

Foundation have begun the unit of work ‘Schoolyard Safari’. As the world is teeming with animal life, by 
observing the features and behaviour of small animals, students glimpse the diversity of animal life. Students 
explore small animals leading to a better understanding of how their adaptations help them survive in their 
habitats. Through investigations, students learn how animals move, feed and protect themselves. 

Grade 1 and 2 have begun the unit of work ‘All Mixed Up’. As we are surrounded by mixtures such as air we 
breathe, the food we eat and drink, and our personal grooming products, students learn about materials that 
don’t mix well, and others that are difficult to separate. Through hands-on investigations, students explore 
how changing the quantities of materials in a mixture can alter its properties and uses. 

Grade 3 and 4 have begun the unit of work ‘Melting Moments’. Through hands-on investigations, students 
understand the properties of materials and how they change state under different conditions, which can help 
materials scientists to develop ever more extraordinary products to help improve our quality of life. 

Grade 5 and 6 have begun the unit of work ‘Desert Survivors’ in which students to explore some of the 
physical and behavioural features of desert plants and animals, and to compare them with plants and animals 
that live in other environments. Through hands-on activities, students investigate how the features of desert 
plants and animals help them to survive in their own natural environment. 

A reminder that the Model Vehicle Solar Challenge race day is 
Saturday 21st of October at Scienceworks Museum, 2 Booker Street 
Spotswood.  

We anticipate a fantastic day! Doors open at 8:30. Although there 
is no cost for children participating there will be a cost of $14 for 
parents, concession and children free. Parking at Science works is 
$3.  

Be prepared for all types of weather so remember the sunhat, 
block out, water, food, possibly a raincoat. www.modelsolar.org.au 

 
I leave you with this fascinating video: ‘Wringing out Water on the ISS - for Science!’ in which Canadian Space 
Agency Astronaut Chris Hadfield from the International Space Station performs a simple science experiment 
designed by High School students. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o8TssbmY-GM 

Kind regards, 

Simon Mathews 
FPS Science Coordinator. 

http://www.modelsolar.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o8TssbmY-GM
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FPS Parent & Carer’s Committee (HUB) 
Alice Blake, Ellen Connor and Janine Donohue 

E: flemingtonps.hub@gmail.com 

This week we had the HUB AGM.  I would like to thank our out-
going President Alice for all she has contributed to the HUB this 
year.  Your energy has been amazing!  Special mention and thank 
you also to Mary Koulbanis for all you have contributed to HUB – 
we’ll miss you as well!!  Congratulations and thank you also to 
Danielle who has taken up the role of Vice President, Ellen who is 
Treasurer and Lucy who is continuing with the canteen.  Yours 
truly will continue as the somewhat disorganised, frazzled, 
technologically inadequate and grammatically inaccurate 
secretary!! 

If you are worried you have missed out, please keep reading the 
newsletter… 
 

RECESS SPECIAL CANTEEN  

Thanks so much to Julie for all your beautiful baking today – your 
efforts were appreciated by all and I think demonstrated that 
healthy food free from additives and preservatives and  low in 
sugar, can be delicious. Thank you also to Tamara for helping sell 
the goodies.  Thanks to all who purchased the muesli bars I made 
– hope the risk paid off! 
 

CANTEEN 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday in Term 4.   
Seeking volunteers on a semi regular basis please – If you think 
you can help out for 30 mins (3.15-3.45) on these days please 
contact Lucy Shaw at shawsathome@gmail.com 
Thank you to everyone who has volunteered so far. 
 

CHRISTMAS CAKE BAKING – 
bakers needed please 

This fund raising event is a tradition 
at FPS.  If you haven’t yet 
experienced this extravaganza – the 
ingredients are all weighed and 
packaged for your convenience and instructions are easy to 
follow – even I have had success!  You can choose to purchase 
the cake you make and order forms will be sent home later in the 
term for everyone who would like to buy one.  All cakes are to be 
returned to the school on or before Friday the 15th December. 
If you would like to volunteer to bake (one or more) or would like 
to know more, please contact Bernie at 
bernkreso@yahoo.com.au  
 
FETE – March 24th 2018 

We are in the process of forming a fete committee and we’re 
looking for people to help out in particular with 
marketing/publicity, entertainment and food/drink.  If any of 
these sound like you, or you have some ideas for a stall, please 
drop us a line (dunk the teacher anyone stall?? Heh heh, I 
overheard someone else suggest that…) 
 
COMING UP: special lunch 17th November, Thank you morning 
tea 4th December, Christmas stall at the farmers market 17th 
December.

HUB AGM wrap-up  

The HUB ran its Annual General Meeting on Tuesday 17th, many 
thanks to those who attended.  

The HUB is a small team of dedicated volunteers who aim to 
represent all the parents and carers in the school community. 
Our role is to fundraise for the school and hold events that: 
support the school; encourage a sense of community; and 
enhance our children’s enjoyment of school.  
We reviewed our achievements of 2017 so far:  

- Running of community-building events including our “Tea and 
Tissues” Prep Parent morning tea and Welcome BBQ  

- Running of fundraising events including the canteen, special 
lunches, mother’s and father’s day stalls and our trivia night  

- Successful new events, including the book swap and inaugural 
DISCO  

- Over $13,000 raised this year so far in Terms 1-3, and we are 
on-track to reach our annual target of $18,000  

- We’ve allocated $3,000 to a teacher’s wish list of items for the 
classrooms, playgrounds and school.  

- We’ve allocated $6,740 (so far) to the grounds survey and 
master plan. Once the plan is in place, remaining HUB funds 
will be allocated to the first phase of improvements.  

 
At the AGM the following committee members were elected:  

President: (vacant) 
Vice-President: Danielle Cobb 
Secretary: Janine Donohue 
Treasurer: Ellen Connor 
Canteen Co-ordinator: Lucy Shaw  

You will see that we have a 
vacancy for a president for 2018… 
and we want you! If you are 
interested, we would love to hear 
from you! Contact     
flemingtonps.hub@gmail.com  

The role description is below:  

- Attendance at and contribution 
to HUB meetings  

- Advocate for the HUB within our 
parent community  

- Liaise with school  
- Responsible for meeting with School Principal after each HUB 

meeting  
- Responsible for preparing report to be submitted to School 

Council  
- Responsible for presentations to prep parents and prospective 

parents  

It would be wonderful if someone new would step up to this 
role! You will be supported by an experienced and dedicated 
committee.  

mailto:flemingtonps.hub@gmail.com
mailto:shawsathome@gmail.com
mailto:bernkreso@yahoo.com.au
mailto:flemingtonps.hub@gmail.com

