
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Principalõs Report  
Lesley McCarthy 
 
Today we hosted the launch of the new "Fathers Matter"  publication developed by the 

Parenting Resource Centre and Parentline.  The Minister for Children and Early 

Childhood Development Maxine Morand launched this work in the presence of a number 

of visitors and guests involved in the project.  Minister Morand and her team were very 

impressed with the outstanding turn up of fathers and children, and the DEECD 

photographer was kept busy with her camera.  Copies of photographs will be forwarded 

to us in the near future and there will also be some online materials on the DEECD 

website: 

http://www.premier.vic.gov.au/minister-for-children-early-childhood-dev/new-parenting-resource-highlights-vital-role-dads-play.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My sincere thanks to the many fathers who participated with their children. I appreciate 

that many of you had to take time off work to attend and am grateful for the 

involvement. 

The beaming faces and excited chatter of our students told the story as they exited the 

Fathers Day stall this morning.  Each child took great pains to select just the right gift 

for Dad, spending lots of time looking before deciding. Thanks to Kristin, Fiona and all 

parents who purchased, provided, wrapped and sold items.  This event is highly 

anticipated by all students {and the Dads.}  

I wish all our fathers a very Happy Fathers Day for this coming Sunday! 

Following the visit by Ministers Lindsay Tanner & Bronwyn Pike last week and the 

finalisation of our funding options, I have met today with School Council Future 

Directions Working Party members, the architect and Project Managers to finalise 

building plans.  Since the BER was announced, costs for all building construction have 

increased substantially and this has placed additional constraints on what we are able to 

build.  For those with knowledge of such matters, our original costings were made at 

$2000 per square metre, figures which have blown out to almost $3500 per square metre 

for the 2-storey classroom component.   

 

It is with deep sadness that I inform you that Amelie, baby daughter of 

Natasha Gracey and her husband Andrew, has lost her struggle for life.  

Amelie was born extremely prematurely some weeks ago and passed 

away last weekend.  A funeral service will be held at St. Brendans on 

Monday morning which will be attended by a number of staff.  Our 

heartfelt condolences have been passed onto Natasha and Andrew and I 

am sure that the community will join with me in thoughts and prayers.  

In lieu of flowers, Natasha and Andrew have requested donations in Amelie's name to a 

foundation set up through the Royal Women's Hospital. 
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D I A R Y D A T E S 
 

FRIDAY, 4 SEPTEMBER 
Interschool Athletics 

TUE, 8 ï FRI, 11 SEPTEMBER 
Grade 5/6 Camp 

FRI, 11 SEPTEMBER 

Vern Piano Soiree 6pm 

FRIDAY, 18 SEPTEMBER 
End of Term 3 

MONDAY, 5 OCTOBER 
Whole School Concert Rehearsal 

Preps-Grade 2: 9am-12pm 

Grade 3-6: 12pm-3pm 

WEDNESDAY, 7 OCTOBER 
School Concert: Preps-Grade 2 

THURSDAY, 8 OCTOBER 
School Concert: Grade 3-6 

WED, 14 ï FRI, 16 OCTOBER 
Grade 3/4 Camp 

SAT, 17 ï SUN, 18 OCTOBER 
Victorian Model Solar Vehicle 

Challenge, Scienceworks 

THU, 19 ï SAT, 21 NOVEMBER 
RACV Energy Breakthrough, 

Maryborough (recumbent bike) 

THU, 5 ï FRI, 6 NOVEMBER 
Grade 1/2 Camp 
 

 
 

 

 
 

2009 Parent Opinion Survey 

To all parents who received the 
άнллф tŀǊŜƴǘ hǇƛƴƛƻƴ {ǳǊǾŜȅέΣ 
could you please return to 
them to the school office by 
COB tomorrow - Friday, 4 
September. 

 

http://www.premier.vic.gov.au/minister-for-children-early-childhood-dev/new-parenting-resource-highlights-vital-role-dads-play.html
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Pupil of the Week 31/ 8/09  
 

56M Isabelle S. 
Thinking and communicating with clarity and 
precision in presenting homework tasks. 

56R My Tien P. Persistence during small group with Amy. 

56S Grace A. 
For thinking flexibly in her work on the text 
features of biographies. 

56ZN Daniel W. 
For his excellent co-operative learning with 
his literacy group and working on 
biographies. 

34D Caitlin G. For striving for accuracy in her angles work. 

34H Emily D. 
For creating, imagining and innovating her 
Theatre Spectacular creation.  Well done. 

34L Sandus S. 
For working with other people to learn 
concert dance moves. 

34M Sam G. 
For showing persistence and creativity in his 
concert rehearsals. 

34P Sam V. 
Excellent co-operative learning during 
theatre rehearsals. 

12IG Ahmed H. 
For making better choices with his work and 
behaviour.  Keep it up. 

12J William M. For a creative haiku poem about home. 

12L Sulyekha S. 
For settling into her new class and joining in 
all activities. 

12M Oliver A. 
For completing his writing task with great 
spelling and punctuation.  Well done. 

12T Olyvia M. 
For her enthusiasm and involvement in our 
concert item. 

PD Ahmed A. 
For persisting with learning his letter sounds 
and improving his writing. 

PN Nicola P. 
For showing confidence when sharing her 
understanding of place value. 

PP Mustafa H. For persisting with his writing. 

PS Daniel S. 
For using a variety of strategies when faced 
with an unknown word. 

 

 

 

Scholastic Book Club  
 
 

 

Forms for Special Issue went out earlier t his  
week and all orders must be received at the  
 office by 9am on Monday 7th September . 
NO LATE ORDERS WILL BE ACCEPTED 
 
Payment may be made by cash, cheque made 
out to Scholastic or prepaid by credit card - 
there is a slip on the order form.   
 

IF YOU HAVE ANY PLASTIC BAGS PLEASE 
SEND THEM TO THE OFFICE AS WE USE THESE 
FOR THE ORDERS.  THANK YOU. 

Assistant Principalõs Corner 
Sandra McOrist 

 

Getting Ready for Camp  
 

Camp is a wonderful and exciting 

experience for all involved. The Grade 5/ 6 

camp is 8-11
th
 of September, the 

3/4 camp is the second week of Term 4 on 

15
4h

-16
th
 of October, and with the holidays coming up this 

gives parents and children plenty of opportunity to get ready 

for this exciting event. 

 

Your child will need to know how to cope away from home 

ï organise a few sleepovers with friends and other family 

members. Get them used to sleeping in different houses, 

give them a favourite cuddly toy. 

 

Pack appropriate clothing and include your child in what to 

pack, how to pack their own bag and how to look after their 

clothes. 

 

Sleeping bags may be required and these can be awkward 

for children to repack, make sure your child knows whether 

their sleeping bag needs to be órolled upô or óstuffedô back 

into its cover. Get them to have a turn at packing the 

sleeping bag away.  

 

Toiletries - again include your child in this process. Make 

sure that they are confident turning the shower on for 

themselves. Remind them of when and how often they 

should shower and brush their teeth. 

 

Just a reminder that the school 

does have a policy of no dogs at 

all on the grounds.  

 

This is not only for the 

childrenôs safety but also the 

dogs. I would be appreciated if all families could 

adhere to the rule. 

Thank you. 
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School Council  
Tim Pegler, President 2009 
 
The announcement of $4.2 million in funding from the 
federal and state governments last week was a massive win 
for our school. While we were entitled to $3 million in 
Building the Education Revolution funding, the key victories 
for Flemington are: a) we have managed to avoid getting 
generic building designs unsuited to our site; b) we are 
getting two projects for the money rather than the one 
most schools are receiving; and c) we managed to attract 
an additional $1.2 from the State Government. All three 
terrific achievements are the result of sustained lobbying by 
School Council and the wider Flemington community. 
Thank you to everyone who kept the pressure on. 
 
This morning school councillors met with our architect and 
project manager and it's fair to say we still have some 
hurdles to cross. The fact that every school in Australia has 
some building works planned has resulted in significantly 
inflated prices. Contingency fees set by the governments 
are also high. We are currently working on the best possible 
classroom complex and multipurpose hall we can get for 
our available funding. 
 
That said, we're a long way from our previous project of a 
$350,000 hall, funded by a co-operative and state 
government loan! 
 
In other news, the outdoor learning area co-designed by 
the grade 5/6 students (including detailed budgeting!), 
should be complete in October, the historic gates are being 
renovated and we have a running track planned for the 
oval. These projects, all federally funded, are the first steps 
in an exciting period of construction for our school. 
 
Finally, thanks to everyone who has worked on and for the 
Fathers' Day stall, which is always immensely popular with 
our students. 
 

OSHC News 
Mandy Flack ï OSHC Coordinator ï 0412 250 131 

 
Program for next week 

Monday Cooking 

Tuesday Straw Paintings 

Wednesday Funny Faces 

Thursday Bumblebeeôs 

Friday  Popcorn Theatre 

 

Award of the week 

¶ Goes to Camille G, Emily D, Gemma J, Robert J, 

Izy S and Rachel ï for all being exceptionally 

helpful in the Care Program. 

Office News  
Office Hours, 8.30am ς 4.00pm Monday to Friday 

 
BENDIGO BANK DATES 

Weekly pick-up every 
Thursday 

If you would like to open an 
account for your child please 
collect forms from the office. 

 
 
Next Tuesday, 8th September will  
be the la st week for hot  chocolate.  
Icy-poles will be  available in the  
last week of  term on Tuesday, 
15th September at $1.00 each 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SCHOOL CONCERT 
 

Wednesday, 7 October 2009 
Matinee-12.30pm / Evening-7.00pm 

 
Thursday, 8 October 2009 

Matinee-12.30pm / Evening-7.00pm 
 

Clocktower 
750 Mt Alexander Road 

Moonee Ponds 
 

TICKETS SELLING FAST! 
Limited seating available  
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Curriculum Corner  
 

Raffle!!!  

The Recumbent Bike Team are holding a raffle to 

continue raising funds for our trip to Maryborough.   

Gab has put together a collection of 19 prize packs 

including a range of high quality sports and camping 

equipment. Tickets are only 50c each and are available 

on Monday morning before assembly for the rest of 

Term 3.  Winning tickets will be drawn at the end of 

term assembly on Friday, September 18
th
. 

Prize posters can be seen in each classroom and on 

Gabôs noticeboard outside the office. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1/2 INCURSIONS 
Special Thank you to Bart Sbeghen and Barbara 
Conquest 
 
The Grade 1/2 children have been learning about 
community and safety this term. Our essential 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴΣ ²Ƙȅ Řƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŀȅ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 
ƴƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƭƛƪŜ ƘƻƳŜΚέ  
 
We would like to put a big thank you out to 
Barbara Conquest and Bart Sbeghen who have 
both given their time to talk with the children 
about road and bike safety. We have also had 
representatives from Yarra trams come to discuss 
tram safety. 
 

  
 

Cats and Dogs Movie Marathon  
 

Come to the Cats and Dogs Movie Marathon 

and help donate money to the Lort Smith 

Animal Hospi tal on Monday to Thursday of 

the last week of term 3 (multipurpose 

room), at lunch time.  Help us save 

injured and lost animals by coming to 

the Movie Marathon. We will be watching 

the movies such as:  

                                         

Specials: Popc orn 50 cents  

 

Monday Hotel for dogs  

Tuesday  Garfield 1  

Wednesday  Marley & Me  

Thursday  Cats & Dogs  

 

To get in you will need a gold coin 

donation. Just imagine you being a lost 

dog or cat.  

 

COME JOIN THE FUN!!!  

By Tim Hunt & Nick Millman  

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Sacrament of First Eucharist 
 

 
 

Nine FPS students celebrated their First 
Communion on Sunday, 30 August at St 
Brendan's Catholic Church in Flemington. Despite 
the cold day it was a gorgeous ceremony and the 
children really did FPS, as well as their families & 
friends, proud.   

Meredith Zavattiero 
 

Congratulations to Rohan A-C, 

Emily B, Tim D, Joe G, Matthew H, 

Joyce P, Tom P, Helena X and 

Sophia Z who celebrated the Sacrament of First 

Eucharist at St Brendanôs Church on Sunday, 30
th
 

August 2009. 

Carol Harris, Pastoral Associate 


