
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Principal’s Report  
Lesley McCarthy 
 

I have spoken to many parents who are concerned about the spread of Swine Flu 

or the H1N1 influenza virus at our school.  We have no reports of contagion, flu 

like symptoms or contact with diagnosed/ affected people.  DEECD has a daily 

update to schools available at http://www.education.vic.gov.au 

Please see the information at the end of this newsletter. 

 

Thank you to the many parents who supplied delicious baked goods for 

the Biggest Morning Tea in aid of the Cancer Council on Monday.  

Those who attended enjoyed coffee and a chat with some tasty bites 

in a very good cause.  We raised $631. 

The raffle was won by Kelly Brodie‟s mum Beverly. 

 

The prospective Prep Information session on Tuesday evening was very 

successful with over 35 parents attending to gain information for 2010.  Thanks to 

the Prep team for their informative and engaging presentations and to the student 

leaders – Catherine, Dylan, Ryan and Stefan for their perspective on school.  I was 

asked about the future of Debney Meadows PS and am able to confirm that 

Debney Meadows is not closing.  Discussions between the two School Councils 

did take place in Term One but the DMPS community is adamant that the school 

will continue to operate and provide the appropriate education for their children. 

 

Yesterday saw our school implement Emergency Procedures following an 

accident with the truck removing the Life Education van.  Power lines and 

brickwork at the dental clinic were damaged with live wires falling to the ground 

and the staff car park.  My sincere thanks to Sandra McOrist, office & teaching 

staff, Rosie Vizard, MVCC workers and TRU Energy staff for their prompt and 

effective interventions.  Thanks also to the parents who helped by parking away 

from the school and supervising children.   

 

We were absolutely thrilled with the announcement of our National Schools 

Pride grant for grounds rectification.  This $200,000 was based on our plans to 

refurbish the heritage school gates, construct an outdoor learning environment 

between the amphitheatre and the art/science room and repairs to the asphalt areas.  

This work will commence quickly as part of the Economic Stimulus Program. 
 

We currently have 33 enrolments for Prep 2010.  If you know someone who is 

turning 5 years of age and is eligible to enrol, please have them contact the office 

as soon as possible.  Enrolment confirmations are sent out mid July. 
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D I A R Y  D A T E S  
 

FRIDAY, 5 JUNE 

Inter School Soccer Carnival 

MONDAY, 8 JUNE 

Queen‟s Birthday Public Holiday 

WEDNESDAY, 10 JUNE 

Zone Cross Country 

FRIDAY, 12 JUNE 

Statewide Pupil Free Day 

WEDNESDAY, 17 JUNE 

Prep Toy Expo 

THURSDAY, 18 JUNE 

Mid-year Instrumental Concert, Victoria 

University 6.30pm 

FRIDAY, 19 JUNE 

Special Lunch Day – Pizza 

Student Reports distributed 

TUESDAY, 23 JUNE 

Parent Teacher interviews 2.30-8.00 

WEDNESDAY, 24 JUNE 

Prep Teddy Bear‟s Picnic 

Interschool Chess Competition 

THURSDAY, 25 JUNE 

Parent Teacher interviews 2.30-8.00 

FRIDAY, 26 JUNE 

End of Term two - 2.30pm dismissal 

MONDAY, 13 JULY 

Term 3 starts 

MONDAY, 20 JULY 

Musica Viva Concerts - “The Rhythm 

Works” 

FRIDAY, 24 JULY 

State Cross Country 

TUE, 8 – FRI, 11 SEPTEMBER 

Grade 5/6 Camp 

WED, 14 – FRI, 16 OCTOBER 

Grade 3/4 Camp 

THU, 5 – FRI, 6 NOVEMBER 

Grade 1/2 Camp 

 

 

 

Head Lice Check 

A whole school head lice check 

will be undertaken next week. 

Prep, 1 and 2 will be on Monday 

morning and the rest of the school 

on Tuesday morning. 

 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/
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Pupil of the Week 25/05/09 
 

56M: Precisions of language and thought and being highly 
organised in all workbook activities. Emilia W. 

56R: For fantastic participation in questioning and 
problem solving, taking initiative in class discussion 
and contributing constructive ideas. Eloise M. 

56S: Thinking Interpedently. For her co-operative 
learning and her positive approach to her writing 
piece òMy Placeó.  Ella Y. 

56ZN: For questioning and drawing on past knowledge 
when interviewing his mother.  Sam H-C. 

34D: Being open to continuous learning and applying 
himself to his class work.  David C. 

34H: For striving for accuracy when creating her lungs for 
her human body person.  Olivia H. 

34L: For her confidence when chairing our class meeting.
  Yousra Z. 

34M: For thinking and communicating with clarity and 
precision during share times. Well done Emily.
  Emily M. 

34P: Drawing on past knowledge. Jacob uses his 
experience in reading to select interesting books.
  Jacob L-G. 

12IG: For persisting to list adjectives to describe an 
Australian animal.  Arki D. 

12J: For showing great generosity towards a fellow 
student.  Joseph P. 

12L: For being an attentive listener and sharing her 
thoughtful ideas.  Grace C. 

12M: For applying new strategies to his reading attempts.
 Abdirahman M. 

12T: For preparing her oral book presentation and using 
fluency and expression when reading. Tamsin C. 

PD: For getting along with his peers in the classroom 
and the playground.  Khalid A. 

PN: For showing confidence when talking about maths 
strategies.  Jack D. 

PP: Persisting to find answers by trying new ways to 
solve them.  Garnet B. 

PS: For always contributing valuable comments in class 
discussions.  Daniel S. 

 
Principalõs Award: 

For his outstanding effort in his weekly violin 
practice.  Connor B. 

 

 

 

Office Hours 
8.30am ς 4.00pm Monday to Friday 

 
Payments and forms are to be placed in the mail slot in 
the office. 
 
An answering service is available if the office is 
unattended. 
 
Uniforms sales are only on Monday mornings after 
assembly and Thursday afternoons from 3.15-3.45. No 
individual shopping outside of these hours is available. 
 

Assistant Principalõs Corner 
Sandra McOrist 
 
Thankyou Parents and Staff 
 
Yesterday was a day full of excitement-not necessarily the 
type we wanted! 
 
The accidental removal of a powerline from the Arts Centre 
and damage to the brick wall caused us a range of issues-our 
major concern being the safety of our children and school 
community. Hence we did not want cars coming up the 
laneway or footpath because of live wires unless absolutely 
necessary. 
 
When the staff informed parents of this and asked them to 
drop their children off at the Flemington Street entrance 
there was total understanding and cooperation. The entire 
operation allowed the council and electricity company to 
quickly and efficiently remove the powerline and make the 
area safe. 
The power was returned to the buildings last night. 
 
Once again a big thank you to all. 

Sandra McOrist 
 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * *  

 

 
Mid Year Instrumental Music Concert ï request for 
assistance for raffle dona tions  
 
The mid year concert is coming up and will be held 18 June 
2009 at Victoria University ï please see previous In Touch for 
details. The Music Committee is well underway with plans for 
the evening to ensure that we all enjoy the talents of our 
children on the night.  As part of planning we are planning to 
have a raffle on the evening.    
 
I would again like to seek your generous support of an item 
for the hampers to be offered as door prizes on the night. 
Items for donation could include items already  in your food 
cupboard, or suggestions such as wine, chocolate, biscuits, 
coffee/tea or conservesï things that you like. Remember you 
may win these back!!   
 
A good way to remember is to add something to your 
shopping trolley. 
 
Donations can be left at the  school office - all proceeds go 
directly to the music program.  
 
Thank you so much for your continued support of our 
school .  Please contact Robina Bradley if you have any queries on 9372 

7414 (home) or 0419 505 975.  
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School Council 
Tim Pegler, President 
 

It was fantastic news to hear Flemington will be 
allocated the maximum available amount of "School 
Pride" funding from the Federal Government's 
economic stimulus package. This means we'll have 
access to $200,000 to tackle projects such as creating 
an outdoor learning environment at the rear of the 
science room, restoration of the historic gates at Mt 
Alexander Road and removing tripping hazards from 
the bitumen areas around the school. 
 
School Council has been lobbying the state and federal 
governments in relation to the stimulus package and 
other funding opportunities. We remain confident that 
Flemington will receive a major injection of funds for 
building works later in the year. That said, the hoops 
we need to jump through to achieve this have delayed 
getting our long-planned hall project underway. We 
were very close to proceeding with our hall at the start 
of 2009, funded with the aid of a low interest loan 
from the state government, backed by a co-operative. 
The Rudd Government announcement that schools of 
Flemington's size might be eligible for up to $3 million 
for building works was a windfall that meant the co-op 
was unlikely to be necessary - and we could aim for a 
larger hall. We'll be in touch with those that signed up 
as co-op members as soon as we have clarity on the 
funding likely to be coming our way. 
 
The opportunity to replace portables and build 
permanent classrooms is also a boon so we are 
awaiting details on classroom designs, before we lock 
in locations for the hall and other facilities. 
 
OSHC 
Congratulations to Mandy and Karl for putting the buzz 
back into our OSHC program this year. The cooking, 
craft and other activities have been very popular and 
the most recent holiday program attracted record 
numbers. However, there have been some problems 
with parents arriving too late for pick-up so we need to 
highlight that the service closes at 6pm, not 6.15 or 
later. Please note that School Council has decided to 
enforce penalty fees for students collected late. 
 
 

TERM 2 BENDIGO BANK DATES 

4 June, 18 June 

If you would like to open an account for your 
child please collect forms from the office. 

 

The Hub (formerly PA)  news 
Gabrielle Dolan, The Hub President - 0405 144 092 or 
gabrielle@onethousandandone.com.au 
 
Inspirational Teaching Awards 
As you know, teachers have a significant role in shaping our 
children. Their approach, the quality of their teaching, and the way 
they treat and encourage our kids has a huge impact on their 
future.    
 
This year The Hub is taking an active role in promoting the 16

th
 

National Excellence in Teaching Awards [NEiTA] as it is our 
opportunity to publicly recognise a teacher, teachers, school 
director or principal who has inspired and contributed to our kids, 
and to teaching excellence.  
 
By nominating a deserving teacher for the Inspirational Teaching 
Award not only are you giving huge thanks to them personally, you 
are encouraging the growth and future of great teaching.  The 
easiest way to nominate is via the NEiTA web-site: 

www.neita.com.au. Once in, simply click on the  [Australian 
icon] to complete your nomination.  You will need to include the 
following details of FPS. 

A: P.O. Box 7. Flemington. Vic. 3031 
T: 03 9376 7137 :  F: 03 9376 2230 
E: flemington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

There are also paper forms available at the office if you prefer to 
snail mail your nomination. 

While parents need to sign the form we encourage both students 
and parents to complete it together.  For a small investment of 
time you can acknowledge someone who truly deserves it.        
 
Nominations close on the 31

st
 July 2009. 

 

Chocolate Drive 
You should all have received your chocolates by now.  They need to 
be sold and the money returned by Monday 9

th
 June.  Funds will 

go to purchase resource books for the school.  Thanks again to the 
parents who made a donation in lieu. 
 

Biggest Morning Tea 
Biggest Morning Tea was held on Monday and we raised $631 for 
the Cancer Council and while less people attended, we did raise 
more money than last year.  Thanks again to Rosie, Kelly and Mary 
for taking a lead in organising this event and a big thank-you the 
Student Reps who sold the raffle tickets during the week.  We also 
like to thank all the parents that baked, it was a fantastic effort.  
Left over goodies were sold to raise even more funds.   
 

Next Meeting THIS MONDAY 
You are all invited to our next meeting which is this Monday 1

st
 

June at the Laurel.  6:45 for a 7:00 start.  The main focus of the 
meeting is to plan the Trivia Night in August, so anyone with 
experience we would appreciate your input.   
 
The Hub Distribution list 
If you like to know what is happening around the school and the 
opportunity to get involved, simply get yourself on the email 
distribution list by sending me an email. 

mailto:gabrielle@onethousandandone.com.au
http://www.neita.com.au/
mailto:flemington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Curriculum Corner 
 

**Values Competition** 
 

Students are invited to participate in a 

competition to design a motto/picture to 

identify/represent each of the four FPS 

values: 

1. Honesty 

2. Care and compassion 

3. Respect 

4. Responsibility 
 

The competition is open in Term 2. 

A4 paper to be used. 

Entries are to be given in at the office. 

The WEPT team will  decide the winner. 
 

The designs chosen will be displayed in the 

main corridor and celebrated at Assembly. 

 
 
Attention All Readers!! 
 
5/6M is selling off two beautiful sculptures to help raise 
enough money to cover costs for our new class pet. 
These sculptures were previously displayed in the 
butterfly garden and are pictured below with their 
brilliant artists. 
 
They are only $15 each (and are 100% student made) 
so be quick because there are only two of them. They 
took us 2 terms to complete (they were made last year) 
so theyôre an absolute bargain!!! 5/6M. 

 

 
 

  

 
 
   

Donate a plant  
  The environment group in 5/6 need 

some plants/seeds to grow in the 

school. The plants will be used to make 

the school a healthier environment and 

attract native birds. If possible we 

would prefer drought resistance to save 

water. If you would like to donate and 

item, send the plant/seed to the office. 

So donate some plants to the 5/6 

environment group, to make our school 

a better environment.  by Rhen   

 

OSHC News 
Mandy Flack ï OSHC Coordinator ï 0412 250 131 

 

OSHC Operating times 
 

Morning: 7.30am-8.45am 
 

Afternoon: 3.30pm-6.00pm sharp 

 
 
Awards for week 18 - 22 May 

Ethan S - for playing nicely with his friends and helping them 
to build a sandcastle 

Ferguson - for good packing up 

Program for week 1 ς 5 June 

Monday Start with an egg carton/Soccer 

Tuesday Tube bracelets 

Wednesday Totem Poles/Cooking 

Thursday Junk Box 

Friday  Movie day 
 

Child Care on Pupil Free Day ς Friday, 12 June 
Do you require child care on Pupil Free Day? 
We have received only two confirmed bookings. 
Child Care on Pupil Free Day will not run if we do 
not have a minimum of 12 children. 
 
Please register your interest with the office by Friday, 5 June 
if you require childcare. 
 
The cost for this day will be $35.00 and we must have a 
minimum of 12 children. It will operate from 8.00am until 
6.00pm. 
 
You will receive confirmation of booking if the child care 
service on this day goes ahead. 
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Office News 
 

 
Scholastic Book Club  

 
Orders for Issue 4 must be received at 
the office by 4pm on Friday 29 th Ma y. 
 

NO LATE ORDERS WILL BE ACCEPTED 
 
Payment may be made by cash, cheque made out to 
Scholastic or prepaid by credit card - there is a slip 
on the order form. Could you please also include a 
plastic bag with your order as we will use this to 
pack your books. 
 

This is another opportunity for parents to support 
their students in developing reading ability and 
confidence and a lifelong love of literature.  
 

 

Secondary School Transition 
 
Brunswick Secondary College 

School Tours - every Tuesday and Friday 9.15-10.15am 
Please ring the school on 9387 6133 to make a booking 
Select Entry Accelerated Learning Program, Year 7, 2010. 
Applications online at www.brunswick.vic.edu.au 
 
Maribyrnong College 

Tours of the college are available on Mondays 12.00pm and 
Thursdays 9.00am.  
Contact the school on 9318 1355 to arrange your tour. 
 
{ǘ YŜǾƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ /ƘƻƛǊ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎ 

The boys of the choir are normally admitted at the start of 
Year 5. They attend {ǘ YŜǾƛƴΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛƴ ¢ƻƻǊŀƪ through to 
Year 12 with the assistance of a generous scholarship 
ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !ǊŎƘŘƛƻŎŜǎŜ ƛƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ {ǘ YŜǾƛƴΩǎ 
College. There is a rigorous weekly schedule of rehearsals, 
some of which are conducted at the College. 
9ƴǉǳƛǊƛŜǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎ ŀǘ {ǘ YŜǾƛƴΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŦƻǊ 
treble choristers may be directed to:  
The Registrar, Mr David Hill 
{ǘ YŜǾƛƴΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ ¢ƻƻǊŀƪ ±L/ омпн 
Tel: 03 9822 0911 
E-mail: omnia@stkevins.vic.edu.au        
http://www.stpatrickscathedral.org.au/music/cathedral-
choir-2.html 
 
Victorian College of the Arts Secondary School 

Auditions for entry to the College is now open. For further 
information please contact the College on 
9685 9320. 

 Theyõre Backé  Headlice 
 

Head lice are common in school-aged children and are the most 

adaptable of creatures.  They have survived living solely on human 

hair for 10,000 years.  You may be reassured to know that they are 

commonly found in places other than Flemington Primary School.  

Some of the reasons they have survived for as long as they have are: 

 

¶ The six legs of a louse end in a claw, allowing them to grip the 

hair. 

¶ They detect vibration and can hide - (conditioner will help fix 

this problem) 

¶ Head lice can „hold‟ their breath for 20 mins – looking like 

they are dead. 

¶ Head lice are not fussy about the heads they live on – they 

make no consideration for income, ethnicity or hair colour. 

They live their entire lives on human heads and their entire 

food and water source is supplied from the scalp.   

¶ The eggs are attached to the hair with a „glue‟ like substance.  

Studies conducted on 45 different products to dissolve the 

„glue‟ showed nothing would dissolve it.  

¶ Head lice don’t fly or jump – they crawl from head to head.  

This often happens when people play or work closely together 

 

Head lice (Pediculosis humanus capitis) are small (3-4mm) 

wingless insects, which are common particularly in school aged 

children.  Eggs can be difficult to see; use a strong light (such as 

sunlight) and look on the hair shafts.  If you are not sure whether an 

object you find is a head louse egg, try sliding it up the hair shaft 

using your fingers. Eggs are usually quite difficult to move, whereas 

dandruff and other items slide easily. 

 

The good news… 

We know where they live and we know how to find them. If you 

follow these steps, once a week, the control of head lice in your 

home will be greatly improved. 

Step1 Comb inexpensive hair conditioner on to dry, brushed 

(detangled) hair.  This makes it difficult for lice to grip 

the hair or run around; 

Step 2 Wipe the conditioner from the comb onto a paper towel or 

 tissue; 

Step 3 Look on the tissue and on the comb for lice and eggs; 

Step 4 If lice or eggs are found, the child should be treated; 

Step 5 If the child has been treated recently and only hatched 

eggs are found, you may not have to treat since the eggs 

could be from the old infection. 

Step 6 There is no need to make a huge effort to clean the entire 

house.  Only the pillowcase requires specific laundering. 

 

An aid to combating nits is to ensure that children with long hair 

have it tied back in plaits or pony tails.  If your child has head lice – 

tell anyone who has had head to head contact with them and ask 

them to check their family for head lice. For more information go to: 

www.dhs.vic.gov.au/phd/headlice. 

 

Head lice Checks will be conducted next  

Monday, 1st June and Tuesday, 2nd June. 
 
 

http://www.stkevins.vic.edu.au/
mailto:omnia@stkevins.vic.edu.au?subject=St%20Patrick%27s%20Cathedral%20Choir%20Scholarships
http://www.stpatrickscathedral.org.au/music/cathedral-choir-2.html
http://www.stpatrickscathedral.org.au/music/cathedral-choir-2.html
http://www.dhs.vic.gov.au/phd/headlice


 Page 6 In Touch Newsletter  

 

Influenza H1N1 (Human Swine Flu) Update from DEECD 

A number of Victorian school-aged children and a teacher have been confirmed as Influenza H1N1 (Human 
Swine Flu) cases. 

As a precaution to help prevent further spread of the virus, on 25 May 2009, the Commonwealth & 
Victorian Governments asked that all children returning from the US, Canada, Japan, Mexico and Panama 
be kept at home for seven (7) days prior to returning to child care, kindergarten or school.  At this stage, the 
exclusion does not affect teachers or child care workers. This decision is based on information available so 
far about how this virus spreads. 

While neither the World Health Organisation nor the Australian Government have recommended against 
travelling to these countries, the virus is spreading within these countries to an extent that warrants extra 
precaution to help stop the virus spreading from returned travellers. 

For more information, see: Victorian Government Health Information 

Schools currently affected by Influenza H1N1 

¶    Clifton Hill Primary School ï three cases confirmed, two classes quarantined; school closed 

¶    Thornbury High School ï three cases confirmed; one class quarantined; school closed  

¶    Mill Park Secondary College ï three cases confirmed; school closed and reopening Monday   

¶    Mill Park Heights Primary School ï one case confirmed; two classes quarantined  

¶ Thomastown Secondary College ï one case confirmed  

¶ Melbourne Girls College ï one case confirmed  

¶ Peter Lalor Secondary College ï one case confirmed  

¶ Roxburgh Park Primary ï one case confirmed.  

¶ St Monicaôs College, Epping ï one case confirmed  

¶ Australian International Islamic College ï one case confirmed  

¶ St Johnôs Primary, Clifton Hill ï one case confirmed  

¶ Gilson College, Taylors Hill ï one case confirmed.  

The Department of Human Services (DHS) is continuing to liaise with the affected families and their 
schools on all appropriate action, and the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development 
(DEECD) and other school sectors continue to work closely with DHS. 

If you have any concerns please: 

¶ Call the Swine Influenza Hotline on 180 2007  

¶ Call Nurse-on-Call on 1300 606 024  

¶ Contact your local GP  

¶ Visit www.health.vic.gov.au for Victorian Government Health Information  

¶ Department of Education and Early Childhood Development Frequently Asked Questions  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.health.vic.gov.au/ideas/diseases/swine-influenza
http://www.health.vic.gov.au/ideas/diseases/swine-influenza
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/news/newsalerts/2009/h1n1flufaqs.htm
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Volunteers and privacy in the school community 

As a volunteer you may occasionally access personal information of students, staff, and others in the school 

community. There are legislative requirements that prescribe how an individual‟s personal information can be 

collected, used and disclosed, stored and accessed. Personal information includes health information. 

Personal Information is any information that identifies an individual; it may be enrolment information, 

health or student progress information. Schools have a responsibility to ensure the personal information 

they possess is used for the purposes it was collected and is adequately secured. 

For example, schools may collect and display student health information in a secured staff room to ensure 

students receive appropriate care. The information should not be used or disclosed for other purposes. Similarly, 

schools may take some limited student information off premises when on excursions. Schools are obliged to 

ensure personal information is secured and used for appropriate purposes. 

What do I need to do as a volunteer? 

¶ Ensure that you have only that personal information required to undertake your role as a 

volunteer.  

o Ask yourself, do I need all the available information, or just a part of the available information to 

undertake my role?  

¶ Ask yourself, is this information relevant to my role or the task I‟m going to do?   

¶ Do not disclose any personal information that you may have happened to access in your role as a 

volunteer. 

o Only use personal information for the purpose it was disclosed to you in your role as a volunteer. 

¶ Ensure that personal data is appropriately secured, particularly if it is taken off the school 

premises, e.g. medical information taken on an excursion. 

o If emailing personal information off site place the personal information in a word document and 

password protect the document. Do not include the password in the email!  

o If taking personal information on a lap top or a memory stick out of school, ensure all documents 

containing personal information are password protected. 

¶ If in doubt about the handling of personal information, seek advice from staff. 

o Individuals may complain to the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development or the 

Victorian Privacy Commissioner if they feel their privacy has been breached.   

o If you have a question or concern about handling of the personal information in the school, speak to the 

school or call the Privacy Officer at Department of Education and Early Childhood Development on 9637 

3601. 

Responsible management of personal information is everyone‟s business. 

Published in the Flemington PS newsletter, In Touch,  Thursday 28
th

 May 
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MOBILE MUSTER!  
 

http://www.mobilemuster.com.au/ 
 

http://www.cleanup.org.au/au/Donate/frequently-asked-questions.html 
 

The Environmental civics and citizenship group has 

set up a MOBILE MUSTER box in Mrs Rous setõs 

classroom. The bin is for recycling old mobile 

phones ad chargers. The phones are then sent to a 

MOBILE MUSTER depot to be recycled to make  

other objects such as plastic fence posts and 

pallets, batteries and the gold & silver to make 

jewellery.   

 

So if you have an old mobile phone or charger 

please bring them to school and place them in the 

MOBILE MUSTER box in room 5!  
 

By Rosie L (5/6 R) an d Ella Y (5/6 S)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mobilemuster.com.au/
http://www.cleanup.org.au/au/Donate/frequently-asked-questions.html
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Over the last 4 years, Flemington Primary School has taken every opportunity to educate our students, 

families and community on global environmental issues. 

 

We have successfully applied for a number of grants and used these to obtain: 

1.   18 solar panels located on the north facing roof of the main building.  These panels collect 

 energy from the sun which is fed back into the electrical grid.  The average daily collection is        

 and the savings on the school electricity accounts over the last  8 months is    . 

 These panels were funded by a mixture of Commonwealth Government, State Government 

 and Sustainability Victoria grants supplemented by school funds. The education component 

 of this initiative enables the data to be viewed daily on the laptop computer placed in the 

 foyer.  This allows data from the SunnyBoy smart box to be downloaded through a Flash 

 view and show hourly energy collection.  Spreadsheets allow data to be analysed daily, 

 weekly and monthly and graphed. 
 

2. Two 45,500 litre water tanks were installed at the end of the school adjacent to the  Child 

 Care centre.  These tanks collect water from the long run of portable buildings and together 

 with the very large pump, connected to the sprinkler system on the oval provide water for the 

 grass and trees at that end of the grounds.  This installation was funded by the Commonwealth 

 Government Green Vouchers scheme. 
 

3. Two 30,300 litre water tanks have been installed at the rear of the MultiPurpose room.  They 

 collect water from the roof of the main building and have been connected to the student toilets 

 with another pump.  This system reverts to mains water when the tanks  are empty – this has 

 not happened since the installation! 

 These tanks were funded through a Commonwealth Government Water Savings grant. 
 

4. Blinds and solar film have been installed/applied to all west facing windows to assist in  

 cooling rooms and reducing the need for air conditioning.  This was funded by a Schools 

 Energy grant. 
 

5. Two 10,000 water tanks were installed under the fire escape stairs and collect water  from the back of 

 the school while a 20,000 water tank was installed behind room 14 connected to that guttering.  These 

 tanks feed into the large tanks feeding the oval and were funded through a City West Water grant. 
 

All tanks are now connected with flow levels enabling our main use, the student toilets,  to take priority for 

water.  This has saved the school and the environment over 100,000 litres of water in the last 12 months. 
 

The Schools Water Efficiency Project has funded two audits at the school resulting in the replacement of 

leaking taps, installation of flow restriction devices, dual flush cisterns and temperature controls on hot water 

systems. 
 

A Victorian Government funded electrical upgrade funded replacement of all fluorescent light tubes with 

Quadphosphur globes providing greater light for less energy; timer switches into the Computer Lab and 

infrequently used rooms and thermostat controls on most used air conditioners. 
 

Grade 3-6 students are involved in Environmental groups through the elective rotations they participate in 

each week.  Students develop their understandings of the global environment and the impact they as individuals 

and families have.  They have completed Carbon Footprint calculators and discussed how we, as a school, can 

manage our energy use and carbon footprint.  Some suggestions which we already implement are: Walking 

School Bus, Walk & Ride to School days, Classroom Monitors for lights, heaters, computers and air 

conditioners and Student Leaders/SRC Reps promoting environmental issues within their grades. 

 

Check your Carbon Footprint at http://www.powerhousemuseum.com/education/ecologic/bigfoot/bigfoot2007/ 

 

http://www.powerhousemuseum.com/education/ecologic/bigfoot/bigfoot2007/

