
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Principalõs Report  
Lesley McCarthy 
 

Last week, Tim Pegler and I met with Bronwyn Pike, Minister for Education 

and advisors;  Katherine Henderson, Western Metropolitan Regional Director 

and John Dainutis, the Moonee Valley Network Leader to discuss  facilities at 

Flemington PS.  This followed on from discussions Tim and Brett had last year 

with the Minister.  With the finance of $3 million available through the 

Building the Education Revolution package, this is an opportunity to explore 

our needs and wishes moving into the 21
st
 century. 

 

We put our case for funding of the Performing Arts/Hall/Gymnasium complex, 

a much larger complex than our previous plans had allowed for, and currently 

in design and development stage; permanent classrooms suitable for 21
st
 

century education and a new Library/Science & Technology wing.   

An advisor from WMR will work with us to prepare a proposal. 

 

The School Council Annual General Meeting was held on Monday when 

office bearers were elected, the Annual Report and school Budget ratified.  See 

School Council News.  Congratulations to the office bearers for 2009/2010:  

Tim Pegler, President, Glenn Dietze, Vice President & Paul Douglas, Treasurer. 

 

Congratulations to Christina Laught  who has been asked to submit an article 

for Interaction, the journal of the Geography Teachers Association.  This is 

based on the unit of work on Human Rights she developed for the ¾ classes.  I 

was able to observe some of this work yesterday and was most impressed with 

the level of maturity and understanding shown by the students.  Christina is to 

be commended on her work and professional learning opportunity this brings. 

 

Thank you to the many parents who have supported the Classroom Libraries 

initiative through donations of books and money.  We have raised over $1700 

so far, as well as receiving a large number of childrenôs books.  Combined with 

the books recently purchased by staff, this is making a huge impact on the 

quality & quantity of materials available in classrooms and the impact on 

childrenôs reading. 

 

Ride to School Day was well supported by students and parents, so much that 

we had to park the bicycles and scooters in the shelter shed for the day.  This 

was the greatest participation rate ever for FPS.  The inclusion of a large 

number of pre schoolers added to the excitement and it is always pleasing to 

see the number of parents supporting this cause. 
 

Harmony Day celebrations yesterday were well supported and it was 

gratifying to see the number of children in multicultural dress or orange. 

The Student Leaders decided that this fundraising amount of $86.00 be 

donated to MEDECINS SANS FRONTIERES AUSTRALIA. 

http://www.msf.org.au/donate.html 
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D I A R Y D A T E S 
 

FRIDAY, 27 MARCH  

Yu-Gi-Oh Club 1.40 Multi  

TUESDAY, 31 MARCH 

Chess Club 3.45-4.45 

WEDNESDAY, 1 APRIL  

Chess Club 1.45-2.30 

French Club 3.45-4.45 

FRIDAY, 3 APRIL  

End of Term 1 ï 2.30pm dismissal 

Easter 10 ï 13 April 

MONDAY, 20 APRIL  

Term 2 begins 

Education Sub Committee 5.00pm 

TUESDAY, 21 APRIL 

Chess Club 3.45-4.45 

Facilities Sub Committee 5.00pm 

WEDNESDAY, 22 APRIL 

Chess Club 1.45-2.30 

French Club 3.45-4.45 

OSHC Sub Committee 6.00pm 

THURSDAY, 23 APRIL 

Finance Sub Committee 4.30pm 

FRIDAY, 24 APRIL  

Yu-Gi-Oh Club 1.40 Multi  

SATURDAY, 25 APRIL  

AusKick commences 

MONDAY , 27 APRIL 

School Council 7.00pm 

TUESDAY, 28 APRIL 

School tours commence 2010 preps 

WEDNESDAY, 29 APRIL 

Inter School Cross Country 

FRIDAY, 8 MAY  

Special Lunch Day ï Fried Rice 

MONDAY , 18 MAY 

EDUCATION WEEK 

TUESDAY, 19 MAY 

Art Show 4.00pm-7.00pm 

Life Education Van 

WEDNESDAY, 27 MAY 

OPEN DAY 

Zone Cross Country 

FRIDAY, 5 JUNE 

Inter School Soccer Carnival 

MONDAY, 8 JUNE 

Queenôs Birthday 

FRIDAY, 12 JUNE 

Pupil Free Day 

FRIDAY, 19 JUNE 

Special Lunch Day ï Pizza 

FRIDAY, 26 JUNE 

End of Term two - 2.30pm dismissal 

 

There is no parent parking 

available at the school. 

 
 

http://www.msf.org.au/donate.html
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Pupil of the Week  23/3/09  
 

56M: Remaining open to continuous learning and self 
extension submitting a comprehensive and well 
researched end Project.              Catherine W.  

56R: An ôall rounderõ in his first week at F.P.S. 
      Xin M. 

56S: For taking responsible risks and trying hard in his 
reading.     Isaac C. 

56ZN: For taking r esponsibility for her learning and 
showing initiative with her jewelry in electives.  
      Jasmine A. 

34D: For listening and understanding with empathy during 
group research.    Akira A.  

34H:  For listening with empathy and understanding after 
the cross country tryouts.   Remy H. 

34L:  For her creativity when developing riddles about 3D 
shapes.     Imogen E. 

34M: For thinking about her thoughts and feelings during 
literacy rotations. Well done, Alex, for displaying 
the Habit of Mind of metacognition.  Alex D. 

34P: For taking responsible risks. Janki is now confidently 
taking risks in class and at her new school.  
      Janki T. 

12IG: For showing confidence and persistence in adding 
numbers. Well done!    Damian C. 

12J:  For displaying a positive attitude and being a 
supportive class member.   Moaz Y. 

12L:  For his enthusiastic approach to all classroom 
activities, especially beach tasks.  Sam C. 

12M:  For improving her concentration and listening skills. 
Well done.     Chanel M. 

12T:  For always remaining positive and try ing her best.  
      Maab Z. 

PD: For confidently learning his Golden Words.  
      Ahmed S. 

PN: For persisting with learning her Golden Words.  
      Amelie P-D 

PP: For sounding out words in his writing.  Zakaria D-W 
PS: For showing resilience and being a good sport during 

co-operative learning.    Rachel D. 

 

 
 

TERM 1 BENDIGO BANK DATES 

 Term  2 ï 23 Ap r il, 7 May, 21 May, 4 June, 18 June 

If you would like to open an account for your child please 
collect forms from the office.  
 
 

Student Diaries 
Due to an oversight, the cost for the Grades  3/4 and 5/6 
Student Diary was omitted from the Book Pack price. The 
specially ordered and school logoõd diaries are available at 

the office for $6.50.  
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Parents Association News  
 
Next PA Meeting ï Fundraising for 2009 
The next PA meeting is Thursday 2

nd
 April at 7:00pm in the 

staff room where we will be planning our fund raising efforts 
for 2009.  Anyone with experience or suggestions is more 
than welcome to attend. 
 
Fundraising causes ï your thoughts? 
To help us ascertain the priorities of where we allocated 
money, PA are currently seeking input from teachers, 
students and parents.   So if you have any suggestions on 
what you believe fundraising money should be spent on, 
then please send your suggestions to me via email. 
 
PA Renaming competition 
Just a reminder that with the onset of a new school year, we 
have decided we need a new name that more accurately 
and fully reflects the nature of the PAôs role which includes: 
  
¶ Fundraising 

¶ Enhancing the experience of our students 

¶ Maintaining the community spirit through social activities 
 

If you have a suggestion for a great name please contact me 
on 0405 144 092 or gabrielle@onethousandandone.com.au. 
Entries close Wednesday 31

st
 March and selection will be 

made at the next PA on Thursday 2
nd

 April. The owner of the 
winning name will receive a $50 Borders voucher.   
 
Drinks In The Park ï Our Naming Day 

PA will again be hosting drinks in Calwell Park on the last 
day of term Friday 3

rd
 April at 1:30pm which is 1 hour 

before early school pick.  Come and join us for a champagne 
and chat before school pickup.  This event will also double 
as our renaming day where the new PA name will be 
announced. 
 
An open invitation 

With exception of our next meeting, the PA will be meeting 
every second Monday of every month. Meetings are held at 
7pm in the Staff Room. All parents are welcome to 
participate. If you canôt attend but want to get involved or just 
keep in touch with the latest news, please email me to get on 
the email distribution list.  
 
Regards, 
Gabrielle Dolan 

 
 

 
Please be aware that if your child is not collected 
at 3.30pm and you have not contacted the school 
by 3.45pm they will be sent to the schoo ls after 
care program.  You will be liable for the cost.  
 
If we cannot contact you by 6.00pm we must by 
school policy contact the police and Child 
Protection Services.  
 

 

 
 

mailto:gabrielle@onethousandandone.com.au
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Curriculum Corner 
 

LIBRARY NEWS 
VOTE FOR YOUR FAVOURITE BOOK 

 

 
 
Angus & Roberston have invited all students aged 
between 5 and 17 to vote for their favourite book 
and go into the running to win fantastic prizes.  
 
The school that registers the most votes wins a 
complete set of the new Kidsõ Top 50 books.  
 
Votes must be lodged online at 
www.kidstop50.com.au 

 
 

 

NO CHANGE WILL BE GIVEN 
AT THE OFFICE 

 

 
 

Please have correct money 
when paying at the office, as 

we do not keep change. 

 

Assistant Principalõs Corner 
Sandra McOrist 

 

Harmony Day 
 

 
 

Harmony Day celebrates & acknowledges that Australians come 
from all over the world. 

¶ 43 per cent of Australians were either born overseas or 
have at least one parent who was born overseas  

¶ Overseas born Australians come from nearly 200 countries  

¶ Some Australians have been here tens of thousands of 
years  

¶ We speak over 200 languages, including Indigenous 
languages. 

 
Harmony Day provides young Australians with the opportunity 
to think about our shared values such as mutual respect, 
participation, opportunity and a fair go for all. 
 
On Wednesday, as well as students dressing up in national 
costume, the grade 5 /6 Civics and Citizen Community group 
hosted an afternoon with the students from the Australian 
Institute of Technology and Education. They presented our 
students with a cookery book that they designed and created 
containing recipes from around the globe. The afternoon 
allowed the two groups to chat about their countries and 
favourite foods. 
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School Council  
 

At the Annual General Meeting on Monday night, the 

following Office Bearers were elected. 
 

President ï Tim Pegler 

Vice President ï Glenn Dietze 

Secretary ï Sandra McOrist 

Treasurer ï Paul Douglas 
 

Sub Committee representatives are: 

Community Liaison & Fundraising ï Gabrielle Dolan 

Facilities ïSandra McOrist, Scott DôArcy 

Finance ï Paul Douglas, Brett Hoogenbosch,   

                 Bruce Ziebell, Sandra McOrist,  

                Adrienne McIntosh 

Education ï Paul Swan, Agata Puglia,  

                    Rosie Hayes, Abdurahman Anod 

Policy ï Renee Jagoe, Tim Pegler 

OSHC ï Glenn Dietze, Paul Douglas 

Instrumental Music ï Brett Hoogenbosch 
 

Council also agreed that a new team be formed to 

coordinate buildings and layout as well as other 

opportunities which may arise.   The Future 

Directions Working Party will be chaired by Brett 

Hoogenbosch and will liaise with Facilities, Finance, 

Education and Policy to collate information and ensure 

all parties are informed. 
 

Sub Committees meet the fortnight before School 

Council and dates are listed on the Diary Dates section 

of in Touch.  Scheduled days are: 
 

Education ï Monday 5pm 

Facilities ï Tuesday 5pm 

OSHC ï Wednesday 6pm 

Finance ï Thursday 4.30pm 
 

Expressions of Interest are sought from Parents who 

are interested in joining a sub-committee.  Please 

complete the Expression of Interest form and return to 

the office. 
 

éééééééééééééééééééééé 

I am interested in assisting on the following Sub 

Committee and bring the following experience. 

 

ééééééééééééééééééééé 

 

ééééééééééééééééééééé 

 

ééééééééééééééééééééé 

 

ééééééééééééééééééééé 

 

Name:  ééééééééééééééééé. 

 School Strategic Plan  News 
 
Staff and School Council have completed part one of 

the School Self Evaluation and are now seeking parent 

input.  Your responses will contribute to our self 

evaluation and guide the formation of the strategic 

plan.  Please complete your feedback by 20
th
 April.  

 

Discussion #1 

1.  What does our school do well? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  What would we like to see the school achieving in 

5-10 years? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  What are the things we need to work on in order to 

build the bridge from Question 1 to question 2? 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please return to the Principal by 20th April 2009 
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OSHC News 
Mandy Flack ï OSHC Coordinator ï 0412 250 131 
 

All unpaid fees at the end of each month, will incur a $5 

administration fee.  Unpaid fees at end of term will 

result in children being withdrawn from the program in 

term two 
 
Awards for this week go to: 
  

¶ Victoria P, Clodagh R, Emily B, Phoebe K and Robert J for 
waiting patiently in the Care room. 

 

¶ Latifa and Juliet for helping Karl in the 5/6 room. 
 

¶ Catherine W for assisting Sofaea with the Preps. 
  
Well done to all the above children. 
 
Program for week 30th March - 3rd April 
  
Monday Cut out Fish/Butterfly 
Tuesday Decorated rabbit or egg  
Wednesday Peg people/jewellery 
Thursday Balloon Heads 
Friday Board Games 
 

** PLEASE NOTE THAT PARENTS ARE NOT 
PERMITTED TO ACCESS THE REFRIGERATOR IN 

THE OSHC AREA ** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IF POSSIBLE, PLEASE INCLUDE CREDIT CARD DETAILS WITH 
VACATION CARE ENROLMENT APPLICATIONS. 
 
Credit Card payments will be processed after 17 APRIL 2009. 
Payments reflect your CCB Rebate (ie. if you are eligible for a 
CCB rebate, you will pay $40 per day less your CCB rebate). 
 
The Vacation Program has a maximum number of 30 vacancies 
each day.  PRIOR ENROLMENT IS ADVISED as we cannot 
guarantee you a place if you show up on the day and do not 
have a booking. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Instrumental Music News 
Vern OôHara ï Music Coordinator ï 0403 777 050 
 
 

Term 1 Invoices 

Payment of Term 1 fees were due on Wednesday 11
th
 

March. All unpaid fees at end of term one, 3
rd

 April, will 

incur a $5 late administration fee. 

 Reminder notices were sent yesterday.  If  payment of 

Term 1 fees is not receipted by Wednesday 1
st
 April , then 

your child will not have a place in the Instrumental 

program in Term 2. 

 

Term 2 Lessons 

Term 2 lessons will commence in the first week of next 

term. It will be a 9 week term, the last week of Term 2 

being set aside for make-up lessons. You will be invoiced 

for 9 lessons next term.  

If youôre intending to withdraw your child from any part of 

the music program at the end of this term, could you let me 

know in writing by Wednesday 1st April  as I will be 

organizing Term 2 timetables next week.  

We require 4 weekôs notice if, you wish to discontinue 

lessons. 

 

Flute, Saxophone, Clarinet Students 

Leonieôs Thursday students next week will have their 

lessons on Monday, 30
th
 March  instead of Thursday, 2

nd
 

April at the same time as scheduled. 

Please remember to bring your instruments and music for 

this last lesson of Term 1. 

 

Music Bags  

 
The music bags have arrived!! If you ordered a bag, you can collect 

it from the office. You will need to pay for the bag before you can 

take it. The bags have your order form attached. I have ordered 

some extra bags, so if you havenõt ordered one yet, you can still do 

so.  

If you are interested in purchasing one, please complete the order 

form below and return it to Mr OõHara. You can put the completed 

form in his pigeon hole. The 5 options are listed below:  

¶ Bag with a picture of either  a guitar, wind instruments, keyboard 

or string instruments -  $10.00  
¶ A bag with a music note design on the front - $8.00  

"_________________________________  

  

Music Bag Order Form  
 

I would like to order the following music bag(s) ð (preferred 

design/s) ________________________________________ 

at a cost of $__________. 

Please do not  send money yet. You will be invoiced.  

Student Name:____________________________  

Grade:____________________  

Parent Signature:_________________________  

Contact No:_____________ _____________  
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Community News  



 In Touch Newsletter  Page 7 
 
 
 

 
 
 

University High School  
 

Applications for the Acceleration Programme at The 
University High School are once again being sought.  Details 
will appear in the press soon.  At various times over the 
past 29 years, a number of FPS students have gained entry. 
We are now seeking applications for 2010. 
 
In particular, I would welcome applications from girls, who 
tend to be under-represented in the applications that are 
received.  Information about the programme, answers to 
frequently asked questions and details about the school can 
ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ōȅ ƭƻƎƎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƻ 
www.unihigh.vic.edu.au and clicking on enrolments then 
acceleration.  
 
Applications are to be made on-line and require a credit 
card and an email address. Applications close on Sunday, 
April 26th, so the application process should be 
commenced in first term. Testing takes place on Saturday 
2nd May at 9:00 a.m. at the school.   
 
Further enquiries may be made by emailing or telephoning 
Jenny Tarr, the Acceleration Programme Co-ordinator, on 
jtarr@unihigh.vic.edu.au or 9 347 2022. 
 
 

Secondary School Expo 
 
Wednesday, 29 April at Moonee Ponds West Primary 
School from 4.00pm-7.00pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
This newsletter item features an article that highlights some of 

the activities that are taking place at the school.  For further 

information, please contact Michael OôBrien on 9376 1622 or 

email obrien.michael.b@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

Debney Park Secondary College Information Evening 

Parents of primary school children are invited to attend an 

information evening which will introduce you to many of the 

great things that Debney Park Secondary College is doing 

with respect to innovation in schooling and community 

capacity-building. 

 
Please join us in exploring the possibilities that await you and 

your son or daughter at Debney Park.   

 

Wednesday 13 May 2009 

7:00 to 8:30pm, followed by light refreshments 

Debney Park Secondary College Library 

167-175 Mt. Alexander Road, Flemington (enter via 

Wellington Street) 

 

RSVP by Monday 11 May to 

debney.park.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au  

or contact the General Office on 9376 1622 

 

Secondary School Transition  

mailto:obrien.michael.b@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:debney.park.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au

