
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Principalõs Report  
Lesley McCarthy 

 
In the last six months together with all principals in the WMR I have been 

involved in intensive professional learning on literacy. Based on relevant 

recent research, we have been fortunate to have the expertise of Di Snowball a 

former WMR teacher and literacy improvement co-ordinator in New Yorkôs 

schools. The research reiterates and emphasises the immense importance of 

childrenôs ability to read, comprehend and discuss a variety of texts. I urge 

parents to take every opportunity to read to and with their children daily,  and 

to discuss a variety of fiction and non-fiction texts. This is the greatest gift you 

can give your child to help them in the future. 
 

I was so very proud of the courage and initiative shown by the students who 

volunteered to participate in the Shave for a Cure fundraiser for the 

Leukaemia Foundation last Thursday.  Congratulations to Isaac C, Sam H-C, 

Lily K -E,  Rhen S., Antonio C, Will O and Jonathan M.    

The FPS students and staff raised $459 for this cause.  Thanks to the Student 

Leaders for their organisation and to Lisa Longfield for her hairdressing skills. 
 

Yesterday I was pleased to join Paul Swan and Ryan Dunn at Monash 

University on the first day of their Masters in School Leadership program.  It 

was uplifting to experience the energy and enthusiasm in the room of young 

and capable future leaders.  We will all be enriched by their journey and the 

learning they bring back to the school.  I congratulate them on their initiative 

and dedication to education and lifelong learning, they are positive role models 

for us all. 
 

Parents will have read much recently on the Commonwealth Government 

Building the Education Revolution funding opportunity for schools.  

Together with Tim Pegler and School Council and with the support of the 

Facilities and Finance sub committees, we are dedicated to obtaining the 

optimum buildings for FPS.  We have submitted an initial proposal for the first 

round of the National Schools Pride funding.  Our proposals for the BER 

funding will be decided on after the next School Council meeting. 
 

Today, Minister for Education Bronwyn Pike  visited FPS to announce the 

outstanding sum raised by Victorian Government Schools for the Bushfire 

Appeal.  The sum raised statewide by schools was $993,697. This was a 

fantastic response by schools ï students, parents, teachers and the community, 

to other families in need.  We were especially proud of our community 

response in raising $6,597.05 and thank all families for their support in 

providing food, blankets, toys and other essentials. 
 

Next Monday is the Annual General Meeting of School Council and all 

members of the community are invited to attend.  It is also the first meeting of 

our new School Council and the election of office bearers for 2009-2010. 
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D I A R Y D A T E S 
 

FRIDAY, 20 MARCH  

Special Lunch ï Hot Dog Day 

Yu-Gi-Oh Club 1.40 Multi  

MONDAY,  23 MARCH 

School Council 7.00pm 

TUESDAY, 24 MARCH 

Chess Club 3.45-4.45 

WEDNESDAY, 25 MARCH 

Ride to School Day 

Chess Club 1.45-2.30 

French Club 3.45-4.45 

FRIDAY, 27 MARCH  

Yu-Gi-Oh Club  1.40  Multi  

TUESDAY, 31 MARCH 

Chess Club 3.45-4.45 

WEDNESDAY, 1 APRIL  

Chess Club 1.45-2.30 

French Club 3.45-4.45 

FRIDAY , 3 APRIL  

End of Term 1 ï Early dismissal 

2.30pm 

Easter 10 ï 13 April 

MONDAY , 20 APRIL  

Term 2 begins 

SATURDAY, 25 APRIL  

AusKick commences 

TUESDAY, 28 APRIL 

School tours for 2010 prep enrolments  

commence 

WEDNESDAY, 29 APRIL 

Inter School Cross Country 

TUESDAY, 19 MAY 

Art Show 4.00pm-7.00pm 

 

There is no parent parking 

available at the school. 

 
Please be aware that if your child is 
not collected at 3.30pm and you 
have not contacted the school by 
3.45pm they wil l be sent to the 
schools after care program. You will 
be liable for the cost.  
If we cannot contact you by 6.00pm 
we must by school policy contact the 

police and Child Protection Services.  

 
 



 

Page 2 In Touch Newsletter  

 

Pupil of the Week  16/3/09  
 

56M: Taking responsible risks and being the bravest 
philanthropist in 56M.    Rhen S. 

56R: Co-operative Learning during our ôBuddy Readingõ 
session. Well done!   Harry S. 

56S: Of precision of language and thought in his 
comprehensive report on Antarctica.  Lachlan G. 

56ZN: For managing impulsivety and keeping focused on 
his learning.     Nick M. 

34D: Displaying the HOM finding humour during a class 
session where we changed names. Alyce W. 

34H:  Thinking independently when working with others to 
make polygons.    Yaser A. 

34L:  For his co-operative learning an d for helping his 
classmates with their learning.   Curtis S. 

34M: For making connections with her prior knowledge 
during maths lessons. Well done. Nafisa S. 

34P: For listening well to others and cooperating during 
our buddy reading activity.   Jarrod L.  

12IG: For being a caring and helpful class member. Well 
done!     Aõesha Y 

12J:  For making great connections in his writing and 
using interesting sentence starts.  Riley M. 

12L:  For confidently writing and sharing her beach story 
with the class.     Julia K.  

12M:  For getting along with others. Bella is always caring 
for others and is willing to help her class members.
      Bella T-M. 

12T:  For always trying his best during reading and writing 
activities.     Thao P. 

PD: For confidently learning her Golden Words.  
      Paige L. 

PN: For showing confidence when sounding out words in 
writing.      Ferguson L. 

PP: Enthusiastically having a go at all class activities.
      Anna T. 

PS: For persisting with learning his golden words.  
      Lachlan T. 

 
Principalõs Award: Lauren Hamilton - for initiative in 
exploring 3D shapes at home. 
 

 

TERM 1 BENDIGO BANK DATES 

Term  1 -  26t h March , Term  2 ï 23 Ap r il, 7 May, 21 May, 

4 June, 18 June 

If you would like to open an account for your child please 
collect forms from the office.  
 
 

Student Diaries 
Due to an oversight, the cost for the Grades  3/4 and 5/6 
Student Diary was omitted from the Book Pack price. The 
specially ordered and school logoõd diaries are available at 

the office for $6.50.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Parents Association News  
 

We have a new team, we need a new name and we 
have a $50 book voucher to give awayé 
 
Your new team 
Thanks to everyone who attend the PA AGM last 
Thursday.  Your new PA includes: 
 

¶ Gabrielle Dolan ï President [Alex 3/4M & Jessica 
PS] 

¶ Keighley óKegô Williams & Vanessa Webster - Job 
share the Vice Presidentôs role [Indya, PS] 

¶ Jutta Dreier ï Treasurer [Henry 1/2M & Timothy 
PD] 

¶ Kristin Owen ï Secretary [Lawson 3/4D] 

¶ Rosie Hayes ï School Council Rep [Sebastian 
1/2T & Harriet PP] 

¶ Christine Mizis ï Teachers Rep [Emily 3/4M & 
Riley 1/2J] 

¶ Fiona DôAmico ï member [Will 3/4D] 

¶ Deborah Munro - member [Olyvia 1/2T and 
Alexandra PN] 

¶ Jacqui Schmidt - member [Bronte 1/2R & Phoebe 
PP]  

¶ Meredith Zavattiero - member [Sophia 3/4M & Lily 
1/2T] 

 
I would like to thank the outgoing Secretary, Bronwen 
Hamilton and outgoing Treasurer, Deborah Munro. We 
are fortunate to retain Deborah as a member, and are 
also pleased to finally have at least one male join our 
ranks.  
 
A penny for your thoughtséwell actually, 5000 of them 
With the onset of a new school year, we have decided 
we need a new name that more accurately and fully 
reflects the nature of the PAôs role which includes:   
 

¶ Fundraising 

¶ Enhancing the experience of our students 

¶ Maintaining the community spirit through 
social activities 

 
If you have a suggestion for a great name please 
contact Gabrielle on 0405 144 092 or 
gabrielle@onethousandandone.com.au. Entries close 
Wednesday 31

st
 March and selection will be made at 

the next PA on Thursday 2
nd

 April. The owner of the 
winning name will receive a $50 Borders voucher.   
 
An open invitation 
With exception of our next meeting, the PA will be 
meeting every second Monday of every month. 
Meetings are held at 7pm in the Staff Room. All 
parents are welcome to participate. If you canôt attend 
but want to get involved or just keep in touch with the 
latest news, please email Gabrielle to get on the email 
distribution list.  
 
Regards, 
Gabrielle Dolan 

mailto:gabrielle@onethousandandone.com.au
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Curriculum Corner 
 
REGIONAL SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIP 
 
Congratulations to Hannah, Isaac, Leo, William 
and Andre who competed in the swimming 
championships on Wednesday 18th March.  
Hannah competed in the 50m Breaststroke heat 
and came in 2nd place.  She then went on to the 
Regional Finals and came 4th.  Isaac, Leo, 
William and Andre competed in the 11 year old 
boys 4x100m  relay and came in 4th place.  Once 
again an outstanding effort from our students. 
Well Done!!!  
 

 
 

 
 

GABRIELLE NILSSON 
HEALTH AND PE COORDINATOR 
 

 

Scholastic Book Club   
 
Orders must be received at the office by 2pm next 
Wednesday 25th March .  
 
Payment by cheque made out to Scholastic or by 
credit card - there is a slip on the order form.  
 
This is another opportunity for parents to support 
their students in developing reading ability and 
confidence and a lifelong love of literature.   
 

 

 

 

 

Assistant Principalõs Corner 
Sandra McOrist 

 

Parking 
 

If you are a parent collecting your child at the bottom 
of Flemington Street lately you would have witnessed 
an increasing amount of congestion. Much of this is 
now due to the building works taking place, last week 
people had to contend with a crane, 2 cement trucks 
and numerous work vehicles parked opposite the 
school and in the parking bays. I am unsure of how 
long the works will be taking place. On Monday night 
there was a parking inspector on site moving cars on 
or booking people for illegal parking. Because of this I 
would be encouraging families to either park on Mt 
Rd, Wellington Street or any of the surrounding 
streets. 
 

Getting to school on timeé. 

 
Just a reminder that first the 
school bell rings at 8:55 
ready for the children to start 
class at 9am. 

 

 

The start of the year has been busy and the pace 
continues to be non-stop for all of us. Getting to 
school in the morning can be delayed with traffic and 
all the other daily issues. These things give us even 
more reason to be organised the night before. When 
your child has finished their reading or homework get 
them to put it straight back into their bags. If they 
need anything for the next day such as sport or 
swimming gear, that should also be placed with their 
bag. Organisation is the key here it is something we 
stress as parents and teachers. 
 
It is important that the children begin to pack their 
bags from an early age as it gets them into the habit 
of getting the school things ready themselves. This 
also develops independence. 
 
Missing a few minutes each day may not seem like a 
big deal but your child may be missing more than you 
realise if he or she is continually late.  Current 
research shows that mornings for most children are 
the most productive time of the day with 10.00am the 
peak period for productivity.  When children arrive late 
and take time to settle as they inevitably do precious 
minutes are lost.  A child who is fifteen minutes late to 
school each day misses one week of school every 
year. 
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School Council  
 

Welcome to all our newly elected members of council 
- Abdurahman Anod, Scott D'Arcy, Gabrielle Dolan ; 
and Brett Hoogenbosch, who returns for another two 
years. I look forward to working with you all in what 
promises to be an exciting period for Flemington 
Primary School. 
 
Council meets monthly during school terms, usually at 
7pm on the fourth Monday of the month. At council 
meetings we receive reports and recommendations 
from the following subcommittees: 
 

ω Education (curriculum issues, school Strategic 

tƭŀƴΣ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΧύ 

ω Facilities (buildings, grounds, maintenance issues, 

ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ōŜŜǎΧύ 

ω Finance (oversee school, OSHC and Music 

program budgets, fundraising, etc.) 

ω Instrumental Music program (overseeing our 

extra-curricular music program) 

ω Outside School Hours Care program (overseeing 

our before- and after- school care program) 

ω Parents' Association (social, community liaison, 

ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎΧύ 

ω Policy (reviewing school policies ς many of which 

are prepared by staff) 

Subcommittee meetings are open to all members of 
the school community and usually listed in the In 
Touch calendar. Feel free to ask me or any current 
school councillor for further details on what is 
involved in the various subcommittees. 
 
Hall project and funding applications 
 
Late last year Council was supplied with updated 
drawings for our multipurpose hall project. We were 
very close to giving the go ahead to this project when 
the Federal Government announced its Building the 
Education Revolution economic stimulus package ς up 
to $3 million for schools of our size. 

 

The availability of these funds means we can build a 
more substantial hall with better fit-out, along with 
other new infrastructure. We are also eligible for up 
to $200,000 in maintenance funding. Extremely short 
deadlines for this funding means our application for 
the maintenance money has already been submitted, 
focusing on a shade-sheltered and paved outdoor 
learning area, repairs to bitumen, planter boxes and 
more. 
 
I have written to the Western Region of DEECD  in 
relation to guidance on our funding application. 

 
Lesley and I met with Education Minister Bronwyn 
Pike on 19 March.  Council has approached Ms Pike 
on at least two occasions in relation to our need for 
more permanent classrooms rather than portables.  
Tim Pegler 
School Council President 
 

*********************  
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OSHC News 
Mandy Flack ï OSHC Coordinator ï 0412 250 131 
 
Awards for this week go to the following students:  
 

¶ Remy H, Matthew H, Ben G, Robert J, Sarah B, Liam C 
and William M ð for listening well at the Care Program .  

 

¶ Sophie S - outstanding manners all week in Care 
Program. 

 
Program for week 23rd March - 27th March  
 
Monday  Hinged Puppets 
Tuesday Pom Pom animals 
Wednesday Tennis/Basketball buddies  
Thursday Peacock collage 
Friday  Jewellery mak ing 
 

PARENTS ARE NOT PERMITTED TO ACCESS THE 
REFRIGERATOR IN THE OSHC AREA. 

 
 

 
ST BRENDAôS PARISH SACRAMENT PROGRAM 

FOR CHILDREN WHO ATTEND GOVERNMENT AND 
INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS 

 
FIRST COMMUNION is for children in grade 4 upward who have 

made their First Reconciliation.  
It is an eight weeks program beginning at 10.a.m in St Brendanôs 
School on Sunday 14th June to Sunday 21st June and resumes 
after the holidays on Sunday 19th July to Sunday 23rd August,  
 
INFORMATION NIGHT for parents and children will be held on 

Tuesday 9th June at 7pm in St Brendanôs School. 
R.S.V.P Thursday, 4th June 
 
SACRAMENT OF FIRST COMMUNION IS SUNDAY 30 AUGUST 

AT 10.15AM 

 
** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** * ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** * ** ** ** ** ** *  
 
1ST RECONCILIATION PROGRAM is for children in grade 3 

upward.  It is an eight weeks program beginning at 10.a.m in St 
Brendanôs School on Sunday 6th September to 13th September 
and resumes after the holidays on Sunday 11th October to 22nd 
November. 
 
INFORMATION NIGHT for parents and children will be held on 

Tuesday 1st September at 7pm in St Brendanôs School.  
R.S.V.P Thursday, 27th August 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION TUESDAY, 24 
NOVEMBER 7PM 

 
If you wish to enrol your child in the above programs; or if you 
require more information, please contact: Carol Harris, 
Pastoral Associate, at St Brendanôs Presbytery on 9376 7378 
(Tuesday to Friday); or Mobile 0438 576 743 or by Email: 
carolharris@iprimus.com.au 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Instrumental Music News 
Vern OôHara ï Music Coordinator ï 0403 777 050 
 
 

Term 1 Invoices 

 
Payment of Term 1 fees were due by yesterday Wednesday 11

th
 

March. If you havenôt paid your Term 1 fees yet, could you do 

so ASAP.  I will be sending out reminder notices this week to 

those who havenôt paid as yet. 

Please check your invoice carefully to ensure it is accurate. If 

you detect any errors, please contact me on my mobile or leave a 

note in my pigeon hole at school. If you didnôt receive one, 

please contact me on my mobile or leave a message in my 

pigeon hole. 

 

Please note that the ensembles, including choir, have been 

charged a fee for the entire year. You will be invoice for lessons 

each term, but will be invoiced for participation in an school 

ensemble only in Term 1-hence the $100.00 fee for ensemble 

and $40.00 fee for choir. 

 

Please note also that students in Roseyôs Tuesday morning 

Theory class and Vernôs Thursday afternoon theory class have 

also been charged a fee for the new Theory books they will be 

using this year. 

 

Make-up Lesson ï Gavin Lang 
 
Gavin was ill on Thursday, 19 March and will give make-up 
lessons on Monday, 23

rd
 March. Students need to ensure they 

bring their instruments and music. 

 

Music Bags  
The music bags have arrived!!  If you ordered a bag, you can 

collect it from the office. You will need to pay for the bag 

before you can take it. The bags have your order form 

attached. I have ordered some extra bags, so if you havenõt 

order ed one yet, you can still do so.  

If you are interested in purchasing one, please complete the 

order form below and return it to M r  OõHara. You can put the 

completed form in his pigeon hole. The 5 options are listed 

below: 

¶ Bag with a picture of either  a guitar, wind instruments, 

keyboard or string instruments -  $10.00  
¶ A bag with a music note design on the front - $8.00  

"_________________________________  

  

Music Bag Order Form  
 

I would like to order the following music bag(s) ð 

(preferred design/ s) 

________________________________________ 

at a cost of $__________. 

Please do not  send money yet. You will be invoiced.  

Student  Name:_________________________ ___ 

Grade:____________________  

Parent Signature:_________________________  

Contact No:________________________ __ 

 

 

mailto:carolharris@iprimus.com.au
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Community News  
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