
  
 
 
 
  
 
 

Principalõs Report  
Lesley McCarthy 
 

I was very disappointed to miss the Instrumental Music concert at VUT last Thursday 

due to participation in a Mentoring Professional Learning course with Monash 

University.   I am always amazed at the talent of our students and the obvious 

commitment they have to their music.  Many parents and teachers have commented on 

the quality of the performance and the confidence and composure shown by the 

students.  Congratulations to everyone involved and many thanks, as always, to Vern 

and Elise, and the talented Instrumental Music teachers. 

The Prep Teddy Bearsô Picnic was another engaging activity for the children who 

read stories, played with their teddies and other soft toys, cooked and enjoyed their 

picnic.  They also enjoyed showing off their teddies to all and sundry. 

Parent Teacher interviews are half way through and I would like to thank parents and 

children participating in the Student Lead Conferences for their involvement and open 

minds.  This is a challenging event for students in Grade 5 particularly and a variation 

to what parents have previously experienced.   

We wish to acknowledge and congratulate a number of members of staff on recent 

achievements: 

¶ Paul Swan and Ryan Dunn have achieved high distinctions of the first unit of their 

Masters in educational leadership 

¶ Christina Laught has had her article based on the human rights unit of work 

published in the Journal of the Geography Teachersô Association of Victoria Inc. 

¶ A number of teachers have been nominated for NEITA teaching awards ï Paul 

Swan, Christina Laught, Renee Jagoe, Nicola Dziadkiewicz, Agata Puglia and 

Sarah Nightingale. While we acknowledge that all our teachers are outstanding it 

is pleasing to see that families have been willing to complete the nomination 

process for these teachers.  

 

Work will commence early next term on the projects funded through the 

Commonwealth Government National Schools Pride Grant. The order has been 

placed for the new cast iron gates replacing the cyclone mesh at the front of the school 

and quotes have been received for paving rectification and construction of the outdoor 

learning environment.  A component of the outdoor learning environment is the 

paving of the area with engraved named paver bricks. Families are invited to complete 

an application form to commemorate their family involvement at FPS. These pavers 

are being sold at cost plus laying, not as a fundraising activity. Applications for this 

close on the 28
th
 of August and additional forms are available at the office. 

 

Thank you to The Hub for their delicious morning tea, staff were very 

appreciative of the thought. 

 

We wish to remind everyone that school finishes at 2.30pm tomorrow 
after an assembly in the amphitheatre. Any children not collected by 

2.45pm will be sent to After Care. Have a wonderful holiday and 

enjoy the break.  
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D I A R Y D A T E S 
 

THURSDAY, 25 JUNE 
Parent Teacher interviews 2.30-8.00 

FRIDAY, 26 JUNE 

Recumbent bike BBQ 1:00-2:00pm 
End of Term two - 2.30pm dismissal 

MONDAY, 13 JULY 
Term 3 starts 

FRIDAY, 17 JULY 
1/2 swimming commences - every Friday 

MONDAY, 20 JULY 
Musica Viva Concerts  

FRIDAY, 24 JULY 
State Cross Country 

WEDNESDAY, 29 JULY 
Prep Guide Dog visit 11.30-12.30 Multi 

TUESDAY, 4 AUGUST 
Grade 4 & 6 UNSW reading test 

WEDNESDAY, 5 AUGUST 
Prep Fire Ed 10.00 Multi 

WEDNESDAY, 12 AUGUST 
Prep Fire Ed 10.00 Multi 

THURSDAY, 13 AUGUST 
Auditions ï Aust Youth Choir 1.30 

TUESDAY, 18 AUGUST 
Prep responsible pet ownership 11.30-1.30 

Multi  

WEDNESDAY, 19 AUGUST 
Grade 4 & 6 UNSW maths test 

THURSDAY, 27 AUGUST 
Prep police visit 11.30-1.30 Multi 

TUE, 8 ï FRI, 11 SEPTEMBER 
Grade 5/6 Camp 

WED, 14 ï FRI, 16 OCTOBER 
Grade 3/4 Camp 

THU, 5 ï FRI, 6 NOVEMBER 
Grade 1/2 Camp 

 

 
 

Reminder 

 

The Chocolate Fundraiser is coming 

to an end and all money or unsold 

chocolates must be returned to the 

office. 

(Note: If you think you can sell more 

chocolates, please advise the office). 

 

 



 Page 2 In Touch Newsletter  

Assistant Principalõs Corner 
Sandra McOrist 

 
Parents please do not send sick 

children to school.  In recent weeks 

the Sick Bay has not been able to 

cope with the inundation of sick 

children.  Office staff are phoning 

at least 5 parents each day to 

collect children who tell us they were unwell before 

school. 

 

While we applaud those children who hate to miss a 

day, sick children spread germs in a school 

environment which doesnôt help anyone.  So, please, 

allow sick children to rest and recover in the comfort 

of home. 

 

Student & Traffic Safety 
 

The following guide is for the safety of all students, 

and to avoid any accidents and prevent danger to cars 

and pedestrians. 

 

Before School drop-off options: 

¶ Park cars in neighbourhood streets and walk 

students to school. 

¶ Use the supervised Drop-off Zone in the drive-

through laneway. 

¶ Do not park in Staff car park. 

¶ Do not drive through Staff car park. 

 

After school pick-up option: 

¶ Park cars in neighbourhood streets and walk 

students back to cars. 

¶ Do not park in laneway. 

¶ Do not park in Staff car parks. 

¶ Do not drive through Staff car park. 

¶ Do not organise to pick up students by car in the 

lane-way or Staff car-parks.   

 

Trees 
Over the school holidays the arborist and his team will 

be coming in to complete the last of the pruning of the 

trees behind the portables. 

 

At this time they will also be removing the two dying 

trees in the front of the school. These are the trees that 

I have already identified to the community as needing 

to be removed. They will be replaced at a later date 

with hardier natives. 

Thank you  

Sandra 

 

School Council  
Tim Pegler, President 
 

News was received today that permission has been 

granted to proceed with the construction of the 

Hall/Performing Arts Centre and new permanent 

classrooms.  This application has yet to be confirmed 

by the Commonwealth Government but we have 

advice that works will commence in Term 4.   This is 

fantastic news for us after such a long wait for new 

facilities.  Thanks to everyone who has assisted in this 

long drawn out process. 

 

Interschool Chess 

Tournament  
 

The Flemington PS Interschool Chess Tournament 

attracted over 50 students from a number of inner city 

schools. This was an opportunity for our Chess 

Champions to pit their skills and wits against others in an 

all day match. 

All students learned a lot from the competition and while 

we were not the overall winners, all students were 

champions on the day with their behaviour, attitude and 

stamina against tough competition. 

Congratulations to our top 4 students ï Dylan & Ryan 

Hill, Sam Golding and Charlie Young. 

Well done to Jarrod L, Liam v-I, Louis B, Alex S, Oscar 

B, Matthew H, Oliver v-I, Emily B, Imogen E, Juliet F 

and Clodagh R for their efforts! 

 

 
 

  

  



 In Touch Newsletter  Page 3 

Curriculum Corner  
 

I have been contacted by a number of parents 

concerned over the content of their childôs report.   

I need to reiterate the DEECD and FPS position on 

assessment and reporting. 

1. Dot points are derived by the QuickVic software 

after teachers enter a Progression Point identifying 

the skills attained by a student in each area of the 

curriculum.   

2. Teachers do not enter a grade but select the point 

which equates to student achievement on a 

number of tasks.   

3. At each year level, there are outcome statements 

which students must meet to be awarded a 

Progression Point.  These are available at 

http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/progresspoi

nts.html 

4. What is of greater value and information is the 

written comment accompanying each curriculum 

area.  Parents are also reminded that under 

DEECD/VCAA/VELS, a grade of ñCò equates to 

the expected achievement for that year level. 

 
Gifted G.A.T.E.WAYS Program 
G.A.T.E.WAYS and Fitzroy Primary School are delighted to 
present our third Eureka program for the year 2009 in your 
area ς ΨIƛǎǘƻǊȅΩǎ aȅǎǘŜǊƛŜǎΩΦ 
The children will participate in three challenging and 
interrelated workshops. Highly able children benefit from 
the opportunity to discover in the past, something of 
themselves, and to see the past as closely related to their 
own existence, not just events to intrigue or entertain. An 
understanding of history is essential to an understanding of 
ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ. 
The program will be held at Fitzroy Primary School, Napier 
Street, Fitzroy. Years 4, 5 and 6 workshops will be held on 
Wednesday, 5

th
 August. Years 1, 2 and 3 workshops will be 

held on Thursday, 6
th
 August.  Telephone 03 9894 2116

    website www.gateways.edu.au  

 

 

**Values Competition** 
 

 

Students are invited to participate in a 

competition to design a motto/picture to 

identify/represent each of the four FPS 

values: 

1. Honesty 

2. Care and compassion 

3. Respect 

4. Responsibility  
 

Competition closes this Friday! 

 

 

Recumbent bike BBQ 
 

The HUB and the grade 6 Recumbent Bike Team are putting 

on a sausage sizzle to raise as much money as possible 

towards a new recumbent bike. 

 

Where:  Flemington Primary School  

When:    Friday 26
th
 June 2009 last day of term 

Time:     1:00pm till 2:00pm (lunch time) 

 

Sausages will be selling at $1.00 each (beef)  

        (halal) 

The whole team thanks you for your support. 

We recommend that you donôt eat for a week beforehand J 

 
 

LINGO LEARNERS FR ENCH CLUB 
 

We have places available next term in 

the French club held after school on 

Wednesday afternoons in the 

Library. AMUSE- TOI BIEN  [òEnjoy 

yourselfó] is a fun, friendly after 

school French club which offers an introduction to 

the language and cultu re of France using games, 

songs, role-plays and other activities all designed to 

be stimulating and fun for children.  

 

AMUSE- TOI BIEN clubs give children the 

opportunity:  

Á To learn French at an age when they are 

most receptive and uninhibited  

Á To learn in s mall classes with children of 

their own age - group 

Á To achieve a high standard through 

activities that are interesting, rewarding 

and fun  

Á To have some experience of learning 

French prior to secondary education  

 

The cost of the program next term is $90 per 

child. Sessions are held at school on Wednesday 

afternoons from 3.45 ð 4.45pm. No previous 

experience of French is required. We also welcome 

returning students and have some terrific sessions 

next term to share with you! To enrol your child or 

for further i nformation please contact LINGO 

LEARNERS directly on 9375 4776 or by email 

info@lingolearners.com.au. Merci beaucoup et à 

bientôt!  
 

http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/progresspoints.html
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/progresspoints.html
http://www.gateways.edu.au/
mailto:info@lingolearners.com.au
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The Hub (formerly PA)  News 
Gabrielle Dolan, The Hub President - 0405 144 092 or 
gabrielle@onethousandandone.com.au 
 
Hi everyone, 

Trivia Night Reminder 
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŦǳƴŘ ǊŀƛǎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ¢ǊƛǾƛŀ 
Night held on 22

nd
 August at the Flemington Community 

Centre.  Start getting your tables organised and tickets will 
go on sale at the start of term 3. 

 

End of Term Drinks 
!ǎ ŀŘǾƛǎŜŘ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ /ƘŀƳǇŀΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ 
happening this Friday as per normal as we are supporting 
the Teachers and students in raising funds for the 
recumbent bike with a sausage sizzle this Friday 1:30 to 
2:30 just before early pick up.  Any parents that can help, 
can you please contact myself or Dave Meyer directly. 

 

Next Meeting 
Monday 13

th
 July (first day back of term 3) at the Laurel 

Hotel at 7:15 for a 7:30 start. 

 

The Hub Distribution list 
If you like to know what is happening around the school 
and the opportunity to get involved, simply get yourself on 
the email distribution list by sending me an email. 

 

OSHC News 
Mandy Flack ï OSHC Coordinator ï 0412 250 131 

 

OSHC Operating times 
 

Morning: 7.30am-8.45am 
 

Afternoon: 3.30pm-6.00pm sharp 

 
 

TERM 2 VACATION CARE 
 
  Bookings are now open for the Term 2 
  Vacation Care ς 29 June ς 10 July 2009. 
  Action-packed activities have been 
  planned ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǘƘŜƳŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ά!ǊƻǳƴŘ 
  ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘέ.  But remember ς we only 
ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ол ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΧ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōƻƻƪΦ  
Registration forms available from the Office and the OSHC 
service. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Prep enrolments 2010 

If you have a child or know of a child who is eligible to start 

school next year, please encourage them to enrol as soon as 

possible. We send confirmation of enrolments at the start of 

Term 3. 

Office News  
 

Office Hours 
8.30am ς 4.00pm Monday to Friday 

 
Payments and forms are to be placed in the mail slot in the 
office. 
An answering service is available if the office is unattended. 
 
Uniforms sales are only on Monday mornings after 
assembly and Thursday afternoons from 3.15-3.45. No 
individual shopping outside of these hours is available. 

 
 

TERM 3 BENDIGO BANK DATES 

 

23 July, 6 & 20 August, 3 & 17 September 

If you would like to open an account for your child 
please collect forms from the office. 
 

Missing Hot/Cold Pack  

 

If anybody has the Hot/Cold Pack t hat was for sale 

at the office with the Lifetime Books, could you 

please return  it asap as it has not been paid for.  
 

Student Messages 
 

The office is unable to communicate messages to students 

during the day.  

 

Students do not always hear announcements and class 

pigeon holes are not always cleared at lunchtime.  

 

Parents are reminded to confirm arrangements with their 

children in the morning as message will not be distributed 

unless it is an emergency. 

 

 

Lost Property 
 
If you are missing any items of clothing please 
come and check Lost Property before Friday 
afternoon. Whatever is left over is going to be 
donated to Diabetes Australia. 
 

 

mailto:gabrielle@onethousandandone.com.au
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Instrumental Music News  
Vern OôHara ï Music Coordinator ï 0403 777 050 

 

Term 2 Invoices  

Payment of Term 2 fees were due  by Friday 8 th  

May. I sent out reminder notices last. If you 

have not paid your fees yet could you do so ASAP.  

Term 3 lessons  

If you are intending to withdraw your child from 

the music program at the end of this term, could 

you please let Mr OõHara by this Friday. If I donõt 

have notification by Friday 26 th  June, I will assume 

your child is continuing lessons in Term 3 and you 

will be charged accordingly.  

If you would like to enrol your child in the program 

for Term 3, and they are not already in the 

program, then collect an Expression of interest 

form from the office and return the completed 

form to Mr OõHara by tomorrow. 

Term 3 timetables  will be placed on the music room 

windows and the music noticeboard on the first 

Monday of next term. Please remind yo ur 
son/daughter to check their lesson time and day 
as it may have changed. Lesson will commence on 

the first Monday of next term.  

Mid Year Concert  

Last Thursday we held our annual Mid Year 

Instrumental Concert at Victoria University in 

Footscray. As most p eople who attended the 

concert would agree, it was a fantastic concert. The 

ensembles performed admirably and the standard 

of the performances was very high for primary level 

students.  

The BBQ before the concert was a great success 

and a great opportunity for parents and teachers to 

interact. I think starting the BBQ at 5.30 worked 

very well and gave people time to eat and to relax 

before the concert.  

I would like to give a special thanks to the members 

of the music committee - Nicki Mock, Lucille 

Redenbach, Rosey Vizard, Marian Lieschke, Lisa 

Fraser, Lou Powell and Robina Bradley whose superb 

organisation and tireless efforts made the evening 

such a success. A special thanks to the other 

parents who helped out on the evening, especially 

John and Sarah Mason who put in a lot of hours 

preparing and running the BBQ. I would also like to 

thank Elise Turner for agreeing to be MC and all 

the work she put into helping with the choirs -well 

beyond her normal teaching duties.  

Theory class  exam preparation  

We will be se nding the How to Blitz Theory  books 

home with the students over the holidays so they 

can complete work and refer to them. We will also 

be sending home practice/revision papers for the 

students to complete over the holidays. The 

students also need to memori ze their Folk Songs.  

We still have course work to complete early next 

term and want to allow time for practice exam 

papers, so it is important that students preparing 

for either a Grade 1 or Grade 2 exam complete the 

work given to them over the holidays.  

Please make sure your son/daughter brings their 
theory book to their first theory lesson next 
term.  

Evatt Leaving 

 

As Iôm sure most people are aware, Evatt is resigning 

at the end of this Term and will be taking up a teaching 

position in Vietnam. 

We have appointed Anna Robinson to take Evattôs 

students. Anna has a wealth of experiencing teaching 

both classical and modern/jazz piano. 

Unfortunately, Anna will only be able to teach for 3 ½ 

hours on a Monday next term. Consequently the 

following students will have lessons  on Mondays next 

term- Regan May, Caitlin Grant, Sophie Sampson, 

Isabella Bales, Ross Minas, Alex Langsam & Yosl 

Langsam. 

The remainder of Evattôs students will be taught by 

Rosey Vizard on Mondays and Vern OôHara on 

Wednesdays for Term 3 and will be transferred to 

Anna in Term 4 when she is available to teach more 

hours. Students will need to check the timetables on 

the first day back next term to ascertain their teacher, 

lesson day and time. 
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Community News  
 

 
HOJO PIZZA 

206 Mt Alexander Road, Ascot Vale 
9376 4210 

 
Free offer!! When you pick-up your takeaway pizza from 

Hojo Pizza, simply present a copy of our In Touch and 
receive a free garlic bread. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

6th Melbourne CUB/SCOUTS 
 
6th Melbourne cub/scouts are back at the scout hall 
in McCracken Street (opp. Kensington Primary 
School) as of term III! 
 
So, if you are looking for adventure, meeting new 
friends and having fun with boys and girls of your 
age ask your parents to bring you along to a 
meeting. 
 
Parents can contact the scout leader on 9376 8027 
or by email:  gmrandle@iinet.net.au 
 
Grant Randle 
Group Leader 
6th Melbourne Scout Group 
 

 

Windy Hill Fitness Centre 

Learn to Swim Program 
 

Enrol into Semester 2 
swimming lessons at the 
Windy Hill Fitness Centre 
and pay your fees before 

July 31
st
 to into the 

draw to win your fees back. 
 

Call: 9377 1555 
To book in for a free swim assessment 

 

 
 

This Saturday 8am -4pm various 

household items for sale at  

73 Market Street, Kensington.  

 

Some money from the sale wil l be 

donated  to the  Recumbent bike.  

Mason family  
 

 
 

Parentôs Choir ï singers needed! 
 

The F.P.S. Parentsô Choir (Voce di Vino Rosso) is seeking 

new members. The choir has 18 people comprising of both 

past and current parents of F.P.S. and also some Kensington 

and North Melbourne residents. We rehearse every Monday 

night from 7.50pm for one hour and always begin with a 

glass of wine. 

 

No experience is necessary to join the choir. If you are 

interested please phone Gill Gurtler on 9376 1092 or see 

Robbie Allen or Gill outside the Grade 1/2 rooms every 

morning or afternoon. 


