
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Principalõs Report  
Lesley McCarthy 
 

Welcome back to school for Term Two.   Assembly was full of excited chatter and 

smiles on little faces happy to be back at school after a relaxing holiday. 

 

On Tuesday I attended the launch of the Teach for Australia program at Debney Park 

SC.  Launched by Deputy Prime Minister Julia Gillard with support from Premier John 

Brumby, Minister for Education Bronwyn Pike, Federal Member for Melbourne 

Lindsay Tanner and Deputy Secretary Prof. Peter Dawkins, guests heard of the 

research behind the program and the importance of high quality teachers to lead the 

education of children into the future.  I was really pleased to see three of our former 

students, Daniel, Gavin and Ken who were demonstrating their ICT and audio visual 

skills to the dignitaries. TFA program encourages and supports recent university 

graduates to enter the teaching profession by providing intensive teaching and 

leadership education and support from university partners, businesses, and TFA staff 

culminating in a degree and teacher qualification by the end of the two-year period. 

http://www.teachforaustralia.org/media/4135/media-

teach%20for%20australia%20launch%20press%20release.pdf 

 

Nominations are now open for two sets of teaching awards: the ASG Inspirational 

Teaching Awards { http://www.neita.com/ }  and  

The Australian Awards for Teaching Excellence 

http://www.teachingaustralia.edu.au/ta/go/home/op/edit/pid/594 

I encourage parents to consider nominating  one of our outstanding teachers. 

 

There were some disappointed parents following the announcement of the first round 

of the National Schoolsô Pride grants last term in that FPS did not receive a grant.  

Our application was submitted following the Facilities/ Finance Committee joint 

meeting, however as our proposal was for Grounds Rectification including 

refurbishment of the heritage school gates, this may be delayed until after our major 

building works.  We will receive funding! 
The proposed plan for the Building Education Revolution funds of $3 million+ 

 is a 3 stage building program comprising:  

1.  hall/performing arts complex including a new Music classroom, music practice   

     rooms, demolition of the Dental Clinic & relocation of the Music portable; 

2.  construction of a 2 storey, 8 classroom Learning Environment on the site of the  

    Multi Purpose room block; 

3.  construction of a new Library/Science & Technology facility on the site of the  

     current Music room/canteen building. 

Keep up to date at 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/directions/buildingrevolution/default.htm 

 

There will be a special assembly on Friday morning for Anzac Day including 

presentations by senior students and the Last Post to be played by Jim Millman, one of 

our Student Leaders and a proficient trumpeter.  Anzac Day badges are for sale at 20c 

and SRC reps are selling each morning this week.  All parents are welcome to attend.  

 http://www.awm.gov.au/   http://www.abc.net.au/news/indepth/anzac/ 
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D I A R Y D A T E S 
 

THURSDAY, 23 APRIL 

Finance Sub Committee 4.30pm 

FRIDAY, 24 APRIL  

ANZAC DAY Assembly 9.00am 

Yu-Gi-Oh Club 1.40 Multi  

SATURDAY, 25 APRIL  

AusKick commences 

MONDAY , 27 APRIL 

School Council 7.00pm 

TUESDAY, 28 APRIL 

School tours commence 2010 preps 

Chess Club 3.45pm 

WEDNESDAY, 29 APRIL 

Chess Club 1.45pm 

French Club 3.45pm 

Inter School Cross Country 

THURSDAY, 7 MAY  

Mothers Day Stall 

FRIDAY, 8 MAY  

Special Lunch Day ï Fried Rice 

MONDAY , 18 MAY 

EDUCATION WEEK 

TUESDAY, 19 MAY 

Art Show 4.00pm-7.00pm 

Life Education Van 

WEDNESDAY, 20 MAY  

OPEN DAY 

WEDNESDAY, 27 MAY 

Interschool Chess Competition 

Zone Cross Country 

FRIDAY, 5 JUNE 

Inter School Soccer Carnival 

MONDAY, 8 JUNE 

Queenôs Birthday Public Holiday 

FRIDAY, 12 JUNE 

Statewide Pupil Free Day  

THURSDAY, 18 JUNE 

Mid-year Instrumental Concert, Victoria 

University 6.30pm 

FRIDAY, 19 JUNE 

Special Lunch Day ï Pizza 

Student Reports distributed 

TUESDAY 23 JUNE 

Parent Teacher interviews 2.30-8.00 

WEDNESDAY 24 JUNE 

Prep Teddy Bearôs Picnic 

THURSDAY 25 JUNE 

Parent Teacher interviews 2.30-8.00 

FRIDAY, 26 JUNE 

End of Term two - 2.30pm dismissal 

 

There is no parent parking 

available at the school. 

 
 

http://www.teachforaustralia.org/media/4135/media-teach%20for%20australia%20launch%20press%20release.pdf
http://www.teachforaustralia.org/media/4135/media-teach%20for%20australia%20launch%20press%20release.pdf
http://www.neita.com/
http://www.teachingaustralia.edu.au/ta/go/home/op/edit/pid/594
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/directions/buildingrevolution/default.htm
http://www.awm.gov.au/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/indepth/anzac/
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Pupil of the Week 20/04/09 
 

56M: Precision of language and thought when interpreting 
research and writing up his project to an extremely 
high standard.    Joshua H. 

56R: Precision of language and thought when producing 
his ôMy holiday and the 6 thinking hatsõ poster. 
      Mitch S. 

56S: Creating, Imagining and Innovating. For her 
creativity in all aspects of her term 2 class job. 
      Alexes T. 

56ZN: For co-operating with others and assisting with 
computer skills eg scanning.  William O.  

34D: Persisting with his research for his writing task. 
      Lawson P. 

34H: Remaining open to continuous learning in both 
spelling and learning.   Banishia G. 

34L: For being open to continuous learning in all 
curriculum areas. Congratulations on your positive 
attitude!    Saynab M. 

34M: Remaining open to continuous learning by using her 
punctuation brainstorm during writing sessions. 
      Sequoia S. 

34P: Precision of language and thought while writing her 
holiday poster.    Tara H. 

12IG: For producing and confidently presenting his recount 
about his holidays.   Zac Z. 

12J: For making more mature choices. Bailey N. 
12L: For confidently sharing her ideas and using a range 

or reading strategies during classroom reading. 
      Victor ia J.  

12M: For showing persistence in completing all tasks to 
the best of her ability.   Dara O. 

12T: For persistently trying her best to extend her 
learning.    Lily Z.  

PD: For persisting with learning his Golden Words. 
      Cole M. 

PN: For confidently ôgetting his mouth readyõ when 
sounding out words.   Mustafa A.  

PP: For confidently writing more than one sentence. 
      Amelie M.  

PS:  For showing confidence when sounding out words in 
writing.     Isobel C. 

 

 

TERM 2 BENDIGO BANK DATES 

 7 May, 21 May, 4 June, 18 June 

If you would like to open an account for your child please 
collect forms from the office. 
 

 
Please be aware that if your child is not collected at 
3.30pm and you have not contacted the school by 3.45pm 
they will be sent to the schools after care program. You 
will be liable for the cost. 
 
If we cannot contact you by 6.00pm we must by school 
policy contact the police and Child Protection Services. 
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Parents Association News  
Gabrielle Dolan, President 
 

An open invitation 
 
With exception of our next meeting, the PA will be 
meeting every second Monday of every month. 
Meetings are held at 7pm in the Staff Room. All 
parents are welcome to participate. If you canôt attend 
but want to get involved or just keep in touch with the 
latest news, please email me to get on the email 
distribution list.  
gabrielle@onethousandandone.com.au 
 

Hot Chocolate 
 

From Tuesday, 28 April onwards in 
we will be selling hot chocolate for 
$1.00 per cup. 
 
 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 

NO CHANGE WILL BE GIVEN AT 
THE OFFICE 

 

 
 

Please have correct money 
when paying at the office, as 

we do not keep change. 
 

 

 
Yu-Gi-Oh Club 

The Yu-Gi-Oh teacher cannot attend this Friday (24 
April) but the Yu-Gi-Oh Club is still on.  

Club members continuing in Term 2 will receive an 
invoice for $35 for seven weeks of YGO Club (rather 
than the $40 for 8 weeks stated in the last In 
Touch) to make up for the teacher missing the April 
24 lesson. 

Kristin (Lawson 3/4D)  
Kristin@tytomedia.com.au 
0466-495-506 
 

mailto:Kristin@tytomedia.com.au
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Curriculum Corner 
 
NAPLAN 
Parents and students in grades 3 and 5 are reminded 
that NAPLAN testing will occur in the week May 11-
15. 
 
This Australia wide testing provides information on 
literacy and numeracy skills benchmarked against 
state and national levels. The reports are provided 
to parents in Term 4. 
 
Parents who wish to assist their children in preparing 
for NAPLAN could focus on reading and questioning & 
comprehension in relation to the test. 
 
Sample tests are available on the NCAA website at: 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/prep10/naplan/in
dex.html 
 
Year 3 and Year 5 NAPLAN testing 
Tuesday, 12 May: Language Conventions 
   Writing 
Wednesday, 13 May: Reading 
Thursday, 14 May: Numeracy 
 
DEECD Parent Update 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/aboutschool/parti
cipation/parentupdate/april09/default.htm 

 
Premiers Reading Challenge 
We encourage all students to keep reading. 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/ 
 
 

 

Values Competition 
 
St ud en t s are invit ed  t o  p ar t icip at e in  a 

com p et it ion  t o  d esign  a m o t t o /p ict ure t o  

id en t if y/rep resen t  each  o f  t he f our  FPS 

values: 

 

1. Honest y 

2. Care and  com p assion  

3. Resp ect  

4. Resp onsib ilit y  

 

Com p et it ion  op en  Term  2. 

A4 p ap er  t o  b e used . 

En t r ies t o  b e g iven  in  at  t he o f f ice. 

WEPT t eam  t o  d ecid e t he w inner . 

 

The d esigns chosen  w ill b e d isp layed  in  t he 

m ain  co r r id o r  and  celeb rat ed  at  Assem b ly. 

 

 

Assistant Principalõs Corner 
Sandra McOrist 

 

DŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƻƴ ǘƛƳŜΧ 
 
The cooler mornings and darker mornings are now upon us and I 
know we are all finding it difficult to get up and going in the 
mornings. Then there is the fog, traffic and all the other daily 
issues. These things give us even more reason to be organised 
the night before. When your child has finished their reading or 
homework get them to put it straight back into their bags. If 
they need anything for the next day such as sport or swimming 
gear, that should also be placed with their bag. Organisation is 
the key here it is something we stress as parents and teachers. 
 
It is important that the children begin to pack their bags from an 
early age as it gets them into the habit of getting the school 
things ready themselves. 
 
Missing a few minutes each day may not seem like a big deal but 
your child may be missing more than you realise if he or she is 
continually late.  Current research shows that mornings for most 
children are the most productive time of the day with 10.00am 
the peak period for productivity.  When children arrive late and 
take time to settle as they inevitably do precious minutes are 
lost.  A child who is fifteen minutes late to school each day 
misses one week of school every year. 
 

The first school bell goes at 8:55, we would like all of the 
children lining up at this time ready to go to class and 
begin their work for the day. 
 
Minimising the Morning Madness  
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/aboutschool/participati
on/parentupdate/april09/mystory.htm 
 
Student Safety & Wellbeing 
Parents are reminded that should they have an issue 
regarding another child, they are to discuss this with the 
class teacher.   
 

They must not discipline other children, especially not 
using physical means.  This is contrary to the Child Safety 
Regulations and the school Student Welfare Policy. 
We ask parents to understand that children develop their 
social skills at different rates according to their past 
experiences and classroom teachers spend much time 
focusing on the You Can Do It! goals, teaching strategies 
to deal with situations which may arise.   
 

Any parent who has a concern which they believe has not 
been satisfactorily addressed by the classroom teacher, 
should then make an appointment to speak with the Year 
Level Coordinator as per our complaints procedure. 
 
 
  

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/prep10/naplan/index.html
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/prep10/naplan/index.html
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/aboutschool/participation/parentupdate/april09/default.htm
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/aboutschool/participation/parentupdate/april09/default.htm
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/aboutschool/participation/parentupdate/april09/mystory.htm
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/aboutschool/participation/parentupdate/april09/mystory.htm
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School Council  
Tim Pegler, President 

 

The next meeting of council is Monday 27
th
 April at 7pm in 

the Staffroom. 
 

When the Federal Government announced plans to spend 

$14.7 billion on schools as part of its economic stimulus 

package, School Council was immediately alert to the 

opportunities for Flemington Primary. 

 

There are two types of funding available, 'Building the 

Education Revolution' grants for major building works and 

'National School Pride' funds for maintenance projects. 

Deadlines for funding applications were extremely tight, 

partly due to the government's desire for work (and 

spending) to begin as soon as possible. Council proactively 

entered discussions with the Western Metropolitan Region 

office of the state Department of Education and Early 

Childhood Development in a bid to maximise the funding 

available to Flemington. Goals for the major building works 

include full funding for our school hall, permanent 

classrooms to replace portables and a new library-learning 

resource centre. 

 

While Flemington was not among the recipients for the 

initial round of 'School Pride' grants announced recently, we 

have been assured we are likely to be successful in future 

funding rounds. Projects for which we sought 'School Pride' 

funding include a covered outdoor learning area, asphalt 

maintenance and restoration work on the historic gates at Mt 

Alexander Road. 

 

We will keep you posted as soon as there is further news on 

our desired building and maintenance projects. It looks like 

an exciting year for Flemington Primary School! 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 
 

Last year the Policy Sub Committee reviewed a number of 

school policies. 

 

The Uniform Policy was one of these with discussions 

centring on the issue of compulsory school uniform.  

 

In order to gather parent consultation on this, a survey has 

been created.  The survey can be accessed through the 

school website under the ñWhatôs Newò tab.   

http://www.flemingtonps.vic.edu.au/schoolinfo/news.html 

 

Parents are invited to complete the survey by May 15
th
.  

Parents who do not have Internet access are asked to 

complete the slip and a printed copy will be forwarded to 

them.      I wish to request a printed copy of the School 

Uniform survey. 

 

Name: _______________________________________ 

 

Childôs Name & Grade:  __________________________ 

 

______________________________________________ 

 School Strategic Plan  News 
 
Thank you to those parents who responded to the call for 

feedback for the Strategic Plan. These will be collated and 

included with the responses from staff and School 

Councillors. 

 

 

 

The external reviewer has been 

appointed for this process, Associate 

Professor Len Cairns from Monash 

University.   

Len teaches in the Masters programs in School Leadership, 

Organisational Leadership and delivers the DEECD 

Executive Leadership program.  He has been an accredited 

school reviewer for the last 10 years with particular 

expertise in literacy.  He will meet with the Leadership 

Team next week to commence the formal review. 

 
2008 Annual Report 

The 2008 Annual Report to the school community was 

ratified at the last School Council meeting. A hard copy will 

be provided to every family with student reports in June 

once it has been approved by the Regional Director.   

A draft copy is now available on the school website:  
http://www.flemingtonps.vic.edu.au/community/learningcomm.html 

 

 

School Strategic Plan 

Discussion #2 

 

In relation to the 2006 strategic plan (our last one), what 

student outcomes were we trying to achieve in: 

- Student learning 

- Student engagement and wellbeing 

- Student pathways and transitions 

 

What did we achieve (and what didnôt we achieve)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please return to the Principal by Friday, 8 May 2009 

 

 

http://www.flemingtonps.vic.edu.au/schoolinfo/news.html
http://www.flemingtonps.vic.edu.au/community/learningcomm.html
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OSHC News 
Mandy Flack ï OSHC Coordinator ï 0412 250 131 
 

The Holiday Program was an outstanding success with an 
average of 20 children attending each day.  Children enjoyed a 
range of activities from decorating basketball caps to building 
wooden toys. 

 

 
 
Awards for week 30 March - 3 April 
 

¶ Jennifer N for always being polite 

¶ Leo for being a good friend to all children 
 
Program for week 27 April - 1 May 
 
Monday  Swimming Turtle 
Tuesday  Balloon Heads 
Wednesday Bouncing Spiders & cooking 
Thursday People collage 
Friday  Popcorn theatre 
 

In Touch Emails  
 

WOULD YOU LIKE YOUR IN-TOUCH EMAILED TO YOU 
EVERY THURSDAY AFTERNOON? 
 
If you are interested in receiving INTOUCH by email each 
week instead of a hardcopy, please fill in the form below 
and return back to the office.  
 
Please include the name and grade of your youngest 
child attending Flemington Primary School.  
 
You will need to fill in this form even if you have 
received INTOUCH by email previously as a new list will 
be compiled this year.  
 
Thank you  
 
INTOUCH EMAIL 
 
Name: ________________________________ 
 
Email Address: _________________________  
 
Youngest childõs name: __________________ 
 
Youngest childõs class: ___________________ 

 
 

 

Instrumental Music News 
Vern OôHara ï Music Coordinator ï 0403 777 050 
 

Term 2 lessons 

 

Term 2 lessons commenced this week.  

 

Students whose lessons occur during school time are likely 

to have their lesson time and possibly lesson day changed 

from last  term  It is important that your child checks 

the music noticeboard during the first week this term 

to ascertain their lesson time and day. These times will 

remain the same for the rest of the term. 

 

Ensemble rehearsal times and days will remain the same as 

term 1. 

 

Term 2 Invoices  
 

Term 2 invoices will be sent out next week. It will be a 9 week 

term, the last week of Term 2 being set aside for make -up 

lessons. You will be invoiced for 9 lessons this term.  

 

Please check the invoices carefully to ensure they are 

accurate. If you find any errors, please contact Vern on his 

mobile  0403  777  050 or speak to him at school.  

 

Payment of Term 2 fees will be due by Friday 8 th  May. 

 

National Anthem  
 

During Term 2, the Senior Strings  will be performing 

Advance Australia Fair  at Monday morning assemblies. 

Students involved in Senior Strings will need to bring their 

instruments on Mondays and collect a music stand from the 

music room at 8.50 so they are ready to perform at  the 

assembly at 9.00 am.  

 

Evatt-week 1 

 

Evatt is absent this week and will make up this weekôs 

lessons during the last week of this term. 

 

 

 

FOR SALE 

 
Child size guitar 

Complete with case, tuner and plectrums. 

$60.00 
Contact: Karolin 9375 1228 
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Brunswick Secondary College 
School Tours - every Tuesday and Friday 9.15-10.15am 
Please ring the school on 9387 6133 to make a booking 
Year 7 Information Evening for prospective parents - Tuesday 5th May 2009, 7.00pm - 8.30pm 
Select Entry Accelerated Learning Program, Year 7, 2010. Applications online at www.brunswick.vic.edu.au 
 
Debney Park Secondary College  
Information Evening - Wednesday, 13 May 2009 - 7:00 to 8:30pm, followed by light refreshments 
RSVP by Monday 11 May to debney.park.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au or contact the General Office on 9376 1622 
 
Essendon Keilor College  -  East Keilor Campus 
Open Day - Tuesday, 31 March 2009 
Parent Information Session: 7.00pm 
¢ƻǳǊ ¢ƛƳŜǎ όǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ άŀǘ ǿƻǊƪέύΥ фΦмрŀƳΣ ммΦолŀƳΣ мΦпрǇƳΣ сΦллǇƳ 
 
Maribyrnong College 
Tours of the college are available on Mondays 12.00pm and Thursdays 9.00am.  
Contact the school on 9318 1355 to arrange your tour. 
 
Melbourne Girls College 
Information Session - in the College Lyceum on Wednesday, 29 April 
5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎΩ ǎǳǊƴŀƳŜǎ !-K arrive 7.00pm 
DaughterǎΩ ǎǳǊƴŀƳŜǎ [-Z arrive 7.45pm 
Open Day - Wednesday 6 May ς 9.30am-2.30pm 
Contact the College on 9428 8955 for further information. 
 
Pascoe Vale Girls College 
College tours- commence at 11.00am on Tuesday May 5, Wednesday May 6 and Thursday May 7. 
Bookings are essential. Please phone the College on 9306 2544 to reserve a place. 
 
Princes Hill Secondary College 
Information evening - Thursday 7th may 2009, 4.00 pm information session and tour or 7.00pm information session and tour 
Tours Monday and Thursday mornings at 8.45am until 7th May 
Please phone to book for a tour 9389 0600 
 
Secondary School Expo 
Wednesday, 29 April at Moonee Ponds West Primary School from 4.00pm-7.00pm. 
 
University High School 
Applications for the Acceleration Programme at The University High School are once again being sought.  Applications are to be 
made on-line and require a credit card and an email address. Applications close on Sunday, April 26

th
. Testing takes place on 

Saturday 2nd May at 9:00 a.m. at the school.  
Further enquiries may be made by emailing or telephoning Jenny Tarr, the Acceleration Programme Co-ordinator, on 
jtarr@unihigh.vic.edu.au or 9 347 2022. 
 
Victorian College of the Arts Secondary School 
Auditions for entry to the College is now open. For further information please contact the College on 9685 9320. 

Secondary School Transition  

mailto:debney.park.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Research shows a very strong correlation 
between the number of minutes a child spends 
reading each day to academic achievement.  
Combined with family discussions about both 
fiction & non-fiction texts, vocabulary 
experiences gained through visits to a range of 
learning centres e.g. the Zoo, Aquarium, 
Museum, Scienceworks, Sovereign Hill, the 
Shrine, Parliament House, the beach, the bush 
& historical locations such as Sovereign Hill; 
extends and applies vocabulary. 
 
The first orders from Scholastic Book Club 
arrived this week and have been distributed to 
students.  There was great excitement at the 
unwrapping of the books with squeals of 
excitement at the joys ahead.  I encourage all 
parents to discuss the possibilities with their 
children and perhaps, allocate a portion of 
pocket money to a new book each term.   
The next flyers will arrive soon. 
http://www.scholastic.com.au/ 
 
Another point which has been made by 
Literacy Researchers recently is that children 
donõt seem to have time to òGet Lost in a Bookó now.  This is partly due to the competing 
demands of TV, computer games and outside school activities but denies our children the joy  
we experienced when we were learning to read.  Letõs find time to allow our children this 
pleasure ð using their imagination to create the pictures in their heads as they read. 
 
Thanks to Lisa Frazer for the website,    http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/   
This site, while commercial, has lists of books to enable parents and children to choose future 
reading opportunities together.  Other useful websites are   http://cbca.org.au/awards.htm, 
http://www.penguin.com.au/     http://www.collinsbooks.com.au/   
http://www.cultureandrecreation.gov.au/articles/childrensbooks/ 
 
Paul Swan, Leonie Isaacs, Natasha Gracey, Rachel Gradzka and I have been seeking the best 
available books for the Classroom Libraries.  Thanks to the generous donations from our parents, 
a number of books have already been placed in classrooms and the buying continues.  
Bookshelves have been purchased for all rooms and reading is now taking an even greater focus in 
the curriculum, resulting from DEECD & WMR directives and initiatives and based on the research 
and work of Di Snowball, ex WMR teacher, New York Consultant and now WMR Consultant. 
http://www.aussiepd.com/about/aussie-consultants/sample-biographies/Diane-Snowball 
 
     Happy reading!  Lesley                      23rd April 2009 
 

http://www.scholastic.com.au/
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/
http://cbca.org.au/awards.htm
http://www.penguin.com.au/
http://www.collinsbooks.com.au/
http://www.cultureandrecreation.gov.au/articles/childrensbooks/
http://www.aussiepd.com/about/aussie-consultants/sample-biographies/Diane-Snowball

