
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Principalõs Report  
Lesley McCarthy 
 

Thank you to those parents who have provided feedback on last weekôs article ñThe 

Latest Literacy Learningò.  This page was meant to be an informative update on what 

has been happening in relation to literacy throughout the Western Metropolitan Region 

and at Flemington PS.  This weekôs page is Musings on Mathematics. 

 

As our students and teachers prepare for NAPLAN testing during the week May 12-

14
th
 I remind parents that this group of tests provides us with a snapshot of a childôs 

performance on one day on four specific tests : Language Conventions {spelling, 

grammar and punctuation} Writing, Reading and Numeracy. 

 

For Grade 3 students, this is the first opportunity many of them have had to explore the 

genre of a test with its own specific language and process; while for Grade 5 students 

the tests are more complex.  An issue for some students is ñtest staminaò in that each 

test last for 45 ï 60 minutes including reading, planning and test.  Parents can assist by 

allowing children time to read and work on homework uninterrupted for this length of 

time.   

Please note that there will be no interruptions permitted to classes during testing days. 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/prep10/naplan/index.html 

 

Prep enrolments for 2010 have commenced with the first of the formal School Tours 

occurring on Tuesday.  The Student Leaders were outstanding in their roles, with many 

positive comments on their speech, language, explanations and obvious love for the 

school.  Tours occur every Tuesday at 9.15 and the school Open Day on Wednesday 

20
th
 May allows another opportunity for prospective parents to see the school at work. 

 

Progress is continuing on our building proposals funded by the Commonwealth 

Government Economic Stimulus Program.  As outlined last week, we have 3 

buildings planned.  The first of these is the Multi Purpose Hall which was to be 

constructed through the FPS Building Co- Operative.  We engaged the services of 

Shanley Management last year to work on a design and 3 versions of this have now 

been presented to School Council and the Facilities Sub Committee.  The location is 

along the Staff Car Park fence from the shelter shed to the Music precinct with 

capacity for additional car parking. 

 

Due to the funding from the Commonwealth Government Economic Stimulus 

Program, the Flemington Primary School Building Co- Operative will be wound up.  I 

thank all families who proffered their support for the Building Co-Op in an effort to 

construct a Multi Purpose Hall for the FPS children. 
 

Congratulations to the students who represented Flemington PS at the District Cross 

Country on Tuesday.  Gabrielle Nilsson reported on the persistence demonstrated by 

students.   Thank you to the parents who attended to support children. 
 

DEECD have provided advice on Swine Flu outbreak and the Level 5 

Alert currently in place.  An information sheet is attached to in Touch 

and our First Aid & Health and Safety Coordinators have prepared 

an action plan for FPS.   

 

Parents are asked to be alert and keep children at home if there are signs indicating 

infection.  Schools are difficult environments, in which to contain the spread of viruses 

and bacteria and while all efforts will be made by us your support is vital. 
 

Flemington Primary School , Mt A lexander Road, Fle mington   3031.   Te l :  9376 7137  

http: / /www.f lemingtonps.v ic.edu.au                          f lemington.ps@edumai l .v ic.gov.au     
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D I A R Y D A T E S 
 

THURSDAY, 7 MA Y 

Mothers Day Stall 

FRIDAY, 8 MAY  

Special Lunch Day ï Fried Rice 

MONDAY 11 MAY  

Education Sub Committee 5.00 

Policy Sub Committee 5.00 

TUESDAY, 12 MAY  

NAPLAN Tests Grade 3 & 5 

Chess Club 3.45 

Facilities Sub Committee 5.00 

WEDNESDAY, 13 MAY  

NAPLAN Tests Grade 3 & 5 

Chess Club 1.45 

French Club 3.45 

OSHC Sub Committee 6.00 

THURSDAY, 14 MAY  

NAPLAN Tests Grade 3 & 5 

Finance Sub Committee 4.30 

SUNDAY, 17 May 

Working Bee 

MONDAY , 18 MAY 

EDUCATION WEEK 

TUESDAY, 19 MAY 

Art Show 4.00pm-7.00pm 

Life Education Van 

WEDNESDAY, 20 MAY  

Open Day 

MONDAY, 25 MAY  

School Council 7.00 

WEDNESDAY, 27 MAY 

GATEWAYS 

Zone Cross Country 

InterSchool Chess Tournament 

FRIDAY, 5 JUNE 

Inter School Soccer Carnival 

MONDAY, 8 JUNE 

Queenôs Birthday Public Holiday 

FRIDAY, 12 JUNE 

Statewide Pupil Free Day 

WEDNESDAY, 17 JUNE 

Prep Toy Expo 

THURSDAY, 18 JUNE 

Mid-year Instrumental Concert, Victoria 

University 6.30pm 

FRIDAY, 19 JUNE 

Special Lunch Day ï Pizza 

Student Reports distributed 

TUESDAY 23 JUNE 

Parent Teacher interviews 2.30-8.00 

WEDNESDAY 24 JUNE 

Prep Teddy Bearôs Picnic 

THURSDAY 25 JUNE 

Parent Teacher interviews 2.30-8.00 

FRIDAY, 26 JUNE 

End of Term two - 2.30pm dismissal 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/prep10/naplan/index.html
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Pupil of the Week  27/04/ 09 
 

56M: Cooperative learning when taking an active role in 
teaching his peers the fine points of Microsoft 
Publisher. Jack W. 

56R: Creating, Imagining & Innovating during our science 
experiment w hen creating our own water cycle.
 Nick S. 

56S: Thinking and communicating with clarity and 
Precision by striving for accurate and emotive 
vocabulary his narrative.  Liam V-I. 

56ZN: Persistence and taking great risks in her efforts 
during cross country.  Charlotte K.  

34D: For his creativity when completing his human rights 
project and his confidence in sharing it with others.
 Oliver V-I. 

34H:  Striving for accuracy with excellent handwriting 
when applying for his classroom job.  Eray Y. 

34L:  For precision of lan guage and thought when writing 
his human rights project.  Abdalla H.  

34M: For thinking and learning interdependently with her 
literacy group to create a thoughtful and 
informative presentation on human rights.  
 Isy B. 

34P: For creativity when writing her p roject on the rights 
of the child.  Juliet F.  

12IG: For being an organised classroom helper. 
  Saida A. 
12J:  For continually showing motivation and enthusiasm 

in class. Joshua H. 
12L:   For showing enthusiasm when participating in small 

group activities and getting along with others.
 Angelina L. 

12M: For showing exceptional organisational skills when 
presenting her Show and Tell on Artists.   
 Claudia C-A. 

12T:  For staying on task and trying her best to complete 
her work.  Kate W. 

PD: For being a caring and considerate Member of Class 
and Getting Along with Others.  Aleda D. 

PN: For showing confidence when sounding out words in 
writing.  William T.  

PP: For working hard at learning his MIOOW each week.
 Lachlan M. 

PS: For persisting with learning MIOOWords. Oliver I . 
 
Principalõs Award: For displaying the Habit of Mind 
Understanding & Listening to Others ð caring for a distressed 
Prep student at Kelly Sports.  Ella Dingle  

 

 

TERM 2 BENDIGO BANK DATES 

7 May, 21 May, 4 June, 18 June 

If you would like to open an account for your child 
please collect forms from the office. 
 
 

Please be aware that if your child is not collected at 3.30pm 
and you have not contacted the school by 3.45pm they will 
be sent to the schools after care program. You will be liable 
for the cost. 

If we cannot contact you by 6.00pm we must by school 
policy contact the police and Child Protection Services. 
 

The Hub (formerly PA) news  
Gabrielle Dolan, The Hub President - 0405 144 092 or 
gabrielle@onethousandandone.com.au 

 
Hi everyone, we have a busy month of May for activity at 
Flemington and you are invited to two upcoming events in 
the next couple of weeks. 
 

aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ {ǘŀƭƭ 
What is it ς This is where the students have an opportunity 
to buy a MoǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ƎƛŦǘ ŦƻǊ ƳǳƳΦ  DƛŦǘΩǎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ǊŀƴƎŜ 
from $1 to $5 and you have never seen so much excitement 
and anxiety watching a little Prep choose what to purchase.  
If you only ever got involved in one activity, I would highly 
recommend this one.  Although this is done purely for the 
kids enjoyment it is traditionally a good fund raiser, with 
small mark-ups on gifts and the generous donation of home-
baked goods from parents. 
 
When & where it is - Thursday 7

th
 May from 9:00 to 11:30 in 

the multi. 
 
What we need - tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǘ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ Řŀȅ 
gifts, including set-up and clean-up.  This is the one event 
ǿŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ ŘŀŘΩǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǘΦ  {ƻ 
as many dads as possible would be much appreciated by the 
kids and the mums.   If yƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǘ ōǳǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ 
it during the day feel free to bake something and deliver it to 
the multi Thursday morning.   We just ask that baked goods 
do not require refrigeration, do not contain nuts, are labeled 
and packed individually so they can be sold for $1 or $2. 
 

The Hub Social Night 
What is it ς A casual social night were FPS parents and 
teachers can come for dinner or a drink.  It will be a great 
opportunity for any new parents to Flemington to get 
involved. 
When & where it is - Thursday 14

th
 May 7:00pm for dinner 

or 8:00pm for drinks only at The Laurel, 289 Mt Alexander 
Road.   
What we need - To allow us to reserve tables can you please 
advise us by no later than Friday 8

th
 May if you are planning 

to attend for dinner or drinks only.  RSVP to myself, Mary 
Koulbanis at nickmary@iprimus.com.au or Kelly Brodie at 
kelly_brodie@hotmail.com. 
 

Next Hub Meeting 
When & where it is - Monday 11

th
 May at the Laurel, 289 Mt 

Alexander Road.  6:45 for a 7:00pm start.   
 

The Hub email Distribution List 
What it is - An email distribution list that is used to keep you 
involved and aware of what is happening around the FPS 
community and to ask for your opinions and input.  So if you 
ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ΨL ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘΗΩ ǘƘŜƴ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
email distribution list by sending me an email at 
gabrielle@onethousandandone.com.au   

 
 

mailto:gabrielle@onethousandandone.com.au
mailto:nickmary@iprimus.com.au
mailto:kelly_brodie@hotmail.com
mailto:gabrielle@onethousandandone.com.au
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Assistant Principalõs Corner 
Sandra McOrist 

 
Parking 
 
I continue to be concerned about the traffic and 
parking conditions in Flemington Street. There are now 
two building sites, one opposite Travancore as well as 
the one opposite our school. As a teacher on yard duty 
I am now horrified that the majority of drivers appear 
to be ignoring this factor and are still trying to double 
park on both sides of the road to wait for children. 
 
Yesterday I had to ask a number of drivers to find some 
where to park legally in order for the traffic to flow. It 
is now becoming dangerous for children to cross the 
road safely. I am more than happy to ring the local 
council or the police in order for the children to 
continue to be safe. 
 

I can only once again ask parents to take 5 
extra minutes to park legally in the 
surrounding streets and walk to the 
bollards to collect their children from 
school. 
 
Thank you  
Sandra McOrist 
 

Curriculum Corner  
 
2009 NAPLAN testing schedule for Grade 3 & 5 

students is: 

Tuesday 12
th
 May  

Language Conventions; Writing 

Wednesday 13
th
 May - Reading 

Thursday 14
th
 May ï Numeracy 

 

Testing may occur at any session 9-1.30. 

No interruptions will be allowed to any Grade 3/5 class.    

A parent information brochure has been sent home with 

each Grade 3 & 5 student today. 

Bruce Ziebell 

 

DEECD Parent Update 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/aboutschool/participat

ion/parentupdate/april09/default.htm 

 

Premiers Reading Challenge 

We encourage all students to keep reading.   

A well known Australian author has been invited to 

address students during Education Week. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/ 

 

 

** Values Competition**  
 

Students are invited to participate in a 

competition to design a motto/picture to 

identify/represent each of the four FPS values: 

 

1. Honesty 

2. Care and compassion 

3. Respect 

4. Responsibility 

 

Competition open Term 2. 

A4 paper to be used. 

Entries to be given in at the office. 

WEPT team to decide the winner. 

 

The designs chosen will be displayed in the main 

corridor and celebrated at Assembly. 

 
 

ART News 
 
The Art Show is on Tuesday, 19th -ÁÙ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÁÌÌ 
invited!  
 
4ÈÅ !ÒÔ 3ÈÏ× ÉÓ Á ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ×ÏÒË 
giving them the chance to present to a broad, adult 
audience and to gain feedback from their parents and 
peers. 
 
The work is for sale for $3 for each work of art, which 
basically covers the mounting costs. It does make the 
ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÆÅÅÌ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ȬÒÅÁÌ ÁÒÔÉÓÔÓȭ ɀ and they love to 
see the dots go on their work. 
 
Hope to see you there, 
Karen Leopold 
 

 
 

Scholastic Book Club   
 
Orders must be received at the office by 2pm next 
Tuesday 5th Ma y. 
 
Payment can be made by either cash, cheque made 
out to Scholastic or prepaid by credit card - there is 
a slip on the order form.    
 
This is another opportunity for parents to support 
their students in developing reading ability and 
confidence and a lifelong love of literature.  
 

 
 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/aboutschool/participation/parentupdate/april09/default.htm
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/aboutschool/participation/parentupdate/april09/default.htm
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/
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School Council  
Tim Pegler, President 
 
Last Monday, three of the Student Leaders attended School 

Council to observe and participate in the meeting.  Stefan, 

Ryan and Dylan contributed to discussions and assisted by 

giving their responses to the next step in the Self Evaluation 

for the Strategic Plan.  They were able to listen to committee 

reports, ask questions and discover the administrative and 

financial elements of council. 

 

John Dainutis, the Regional Network Leader for the Moonee 

Valley Network of DEECD Western Metropolitan Region 

attended the School Council meeting also.  John has been 

working with us on the facilities proposals for FPS following 

the visit by Minister Pike and WMR Regional Director, 

Katherine Henderson last term.   

He was able to clarify current situation regarding funding for 

the Commonwealth funding opportunities, what we could 

anticipate for the funding allocated to our student enrolment 

numbers {$3,200,000} and plans for a review of our Long 

Term Projected Enrolment figure{ currently 180}. 

 

On Tuesday, Lesley, Brett, Sandra and I met with Adrian 

Sharkey of Shanley Management and Jordan Wright of 

Danmar Design regarding the school hall plans.  There had 

been concerns with appointment of statewide project 

managers for the Commonwealth program that e would not 

be able to continue with our plans.  We are however, pressing 

forward and anticipate an information session and design 

presentation within the next few weeks. 

 

School Councillors were provided with a revised OSHC 

Operational Policy.  This will be reviewed during May and 

submitted for ratification on May 25
th
.  Parents who would 

like to provide feedback may obtain a copy on the school 

website at http://www.flemingtonps.vic.edu.au  

 

************************************************  

Last year the Policy Sub Committee reviewed a number of 

school policies. 

 

The Uniform Policy was one of these with discussions 

centring on the issue of compulsory school uniform.  

 

In order to gather parent consultation on this, a survey has 

been created.  The survey can be accessed through the school 

website under the ñWhatôs Newò tab.   

http://www.flemingtonps.vic.edu.au/schoolinfo/news.html 

 

Parents are invited to complete the survey by May 15
th
.   

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - -  
 

Lost School Bag 
Leo G from 56M has lost his school 
bag. If anyone has accidently taken 
ƘƻƳŜ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōŀƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ōƛƎ Ψ[Ω 
written on it, could you please 
return it to the office asap. Thank 
you. 

School Strategic Plan News  
 
School Councillors analysed the student achievement data on 

Monday evening in the next piece of the Self Evaluation 

work.  Data used was Prep, 2, 4 & 6 reading, AIM & 

NAPLAN data at Grade 3 & 5 and Maths at Year 4. 

 

Student Leaders have also participated in the Self Evaluation 

with their feedback to the questions: 

What did we do well? 

What did we not do well? 

How do improve what is less successful? 

 

They also provided responses on Grade transitions and 

Student Engagement.  Student Representative Councillors 

will provide their feedback at the next meeting. 

 

 

************************************************  

 

 

 

School Strategic Plan 

Discussion #2 

 

In relation to the 2006 strategic plan (our last one), what 

student outcomes were we trying to achieve in: 

- Student learning 

- Student engagement and wellbeing 

- Student pathways and transitions 

 

What did we achieve (and what didnôt we achieve)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please return to the Principal by Friday, 8 May 2009 

 

http://www.flemingtonps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.flemingtonps.vic.edu.au/schoolinfo/news.html
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Instrumental Music News  
Vern OôHara ï Music Coordinator ï 0403 777 050 

 

Term 2 Invoices  
Term 2 invoices were sent out this week. It will be a 

9 week term, the last week of Term 2 being set 

aside for make -up lessons. You have been invoiced 

for 9 lessons this term.  

 

Please check the invoices carefully to ensure they 

are accurate. If you find any errors, please contact 

Vern on his mobile 0403777050 or speak to him at 

school. 

Payment of Term 2 fees are due by Friday 8th 

May.  

 

National Ant hem 
During Term 2, the Senior Strings  will be 

performing Advance Australia Fair  at Monday 

morning assemblies. Students involved in Senior 

Strings will need to bring their instruments on 

Mondays and collect a music stand from the music 

room at 8.50 so they are ready to perform at the 

assembly at 9.00 am.  

 

Mr OõHara- Long Service Leave  
I will be taking LSL this term from Monday 18th 

May and will return to school on Tuesday 9th June. 

If you have issues regarding your childõs tuition, 

please contact your childõs teacher. If the matter is 

unresolved, speak to me when I return from LSL. If 

you have any issues/concerns with payment of fees 

during my absence, speak to Adrienne.  

 

During my absence, Rosey Vizard will be teaching my 

piano and theory students. I will be sending home a 

note to my piano students explaining the 

arrangements during my absence.  

 

Westside Arts Concert  
This yearõs Westside Arts Concert will be held on 

Friday 19th June  at Hamer Hall -the day after our 

mid year concert.  

 

I have nominated the Orches tra again this year. Our 

school orchestra performed at last yearõs concert. 

Sarina Iacono will be auditioning the orchestra on 

Tuesday 12th May  at 2.00 pm. We put the Senior 

Strings and Band  (which is the basis of the 

orchestra) together for the first time  this week. 

Could I ask parents to encourage their child to 

practice their part of the piece ôDanseryeõ which we 

will be performing at the concert, if we are 

successful during the audition. We have very limited 

time to prepare for the concert, so it is imp erative 

that the students know their parts ASAP.  

 

Mid Year Concert  
A reminder that the Mid Year Concert will be held 

on Thursday 18th June  at Victoria University.  

The Junior & Senior Bands, Strings and Choirs 
and the Garage Band will be performing at the 
concert.  
 

Students will need to arrive at 6.30 for a 7.00 pm 

start. There will be a BBQ and beer, wine, 

champagne and juice/soft drinks available for 

purchase. 

 

Please set this evening aside if your child is a 

member of one of the schools ensembles so your  

child can participate and you can experience the 

music making that has taken place during first 

semester.  

All parents and students are welcomed and 

encouraged to attend the concert to experience the 

outstanding music program at FPS.  

 

Leonie- make up lesso n 
Leonie was absent on Thursday 23rd April and will 

make-up lesson miss on this day at some other stage 

this term. Leonie will let the students know the day 

and time of the make -up lesson. 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
 

 

       NO CHANGE WILL BE GIVEN 
AT THE OFFICE 

 

 
 

Please have correct money 
when paying at the office, as 

we do not keep change. 
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We finally have a delivery date for 
the Grade 6 windcheaters ð 

Wednesday May 6th.  Delays have 
been due to issues with the supplier, 
not the school.  The order was placed 

in 2008! 

OSHC News 
Mandy Flack ï OSHC Coordinator ï 0412 250 131 

 
The OSHC Operational Policy and Staff & Parent Handbooks  
 
The OSHC Operational Policy and Staff & Parent Handbooks 
have been revised in line with the Accreditation process.  
They have been placed onto the school website for Parent 
feedback.  The Operational Policy has been presented to 
School Council for ratification at the May meeting. 
 
Our dates for formal Accreditation have been announced as 
May 3

rd
 ς June 12

th
.  The reviewer will visit several times 

during this period and provide feedback on areas for 
improvement. 
 
Henna Day 
 
Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ŧǳƴ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ Řŀȅ ŀǘ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΤ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ άIŜƴƴŀ 
5ŀȅέΦ 
 
In the morning when the children looked at the designs that 
were available they were very excited and started selecting 
what they wanted to have painted.  They were very 
organized and made a list of names so that no one missed 
out on their turn.  
 
They were very patient and found other activities to do until 
their turn.  Lots of discussion was going on during the 
activity,  such as the origin, what occasions and celebrations 
it was used for , how long it would last, how to make it 
darker, what it was made of etc.  Children were quite 
curious to know all this. 
 
Some of the children took the initiative and with their 
creative imagination drew designs on paper before having it 
done.  Later in the afternoon they showed enough 
confidence to hold the henna cone and create their own 
designs. 
 
The activity lasted all day.  It was a different experience and 
a wonderful way to learn the art of another culture and 
everyone seemed to enjoy it.  
 
A big thank you to Rupinder for her exciting activity on this 
day from the Vacation Care staff and children. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
April Statements 
 
As it is May 1

st
 tomorrow, April statements (1-30 April) will 

be posted no later than Monday, 4 May. Please note all 
accounts have been posted since September last year. If you 
ŘƻƴΩǘ receive your statement by the end of next week, could 
you please contact the office. Please note that accounts are 
all payable within 7 days within receipt of account. 
 
Awards for week 20 April ς 24 April 

¶ Clodagh R and Gemma J for being kind to someone 

Program for week 4 ς 8 May 

Monday Mothers Day Hug 

Tuesday Mothers Day bookmarks and cards/Cooking 

Wednesday 3 D City Scape 

Thursday        Scratched Art 

Friday Popcorn theatre 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

NEWS FLASH 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Touch Emails  
 

WOULD YOU LIKE YOUR IN-TOUCH EMAILED TO YOU EVERY 
THURSDAY AFTERNOON? 
 
If you are interested in receiving INTOUCH by email each week 
instead of a hardcopy, please fill in the form below and return back 
to the office.  
 
Please include the name and grade of your youngest child attending 
Flemington Primary School.  
 
You will need to fill in this form even if you have received INTOUCH 
by email previously as a new list will be compiled this year.  
 
Thank you  
 
INTOUCH EMAIL 
 
Name: ________________________________ 
 
Email Address: _________________________  
 
Youngest childõs name: __________________ 
 
Youngest childõs class: ___________________
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CROSS COUNTRY 2009 
Wednesday 29th April 

 

Despite the chilling start to the morning 31 students travelled to Aberfeldie Cross Country 
Track to compete against nine other local schools.  The students were expected to run 2kms 
or 3kms depending on their age group.  The students were very competitive and came in 4th 
overall.  Congratulations to all students who represented Flemington Primary School as they 
did and outstanding job. A fantastic effort from Jack D, Issy S, and Ahmed G who are now 
competing in the Zone Cross Country on the 27th May. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Gabrielle Nilsson 

Health and PE Co-ordinator  
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Community Ne ws 
 
Swine Influenza 

The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development has issued the following advice 

regarding swine influenza.  Information is included about the level of alert in Australia and what to do 

with specific concerns about swine influenza. 
 

Concerns about swine flu should be referred to any of the following: 

 

¶  Call the Swine Influenza Hotline Tel. 1800 2007 ï for the general public and people returning 

from the Americas with flu-like symptoms  

¶ Call Nurse-on-Call Tel. 1300 606 024 ï for expert health information and advice (24 hours, 7 

days) 

¶  Call your doctor (GP) ï if you have an influenza-like illness (fever, cough and fatigue) and have 

traveled to Mexico or California, Arizona, New Mexico or Texas in the past seven days.  

¶  Call your local hospital ï if you have pneumonia and have traveled to Mexico or California, 

Arizona, New Mexico or Texas in the past seven days. 

¶ Visit the Victorian Government Health Information Web site for up-to-date information for 

schools, children, parents and the community: 

http://www.health.vic.gov.au/ideas/diseases/swine-influenza---influenza-a-h1n1-virus 

 

Usual care 

Standard good general health hygiene practices should be in place as per usual care.   

If staff or children are unwell, they should seek medical attention and avoid public places and close contact  

with others. 

It is not expected the Australian seasonal influenza vaccine will provide protection against this new strain of  

influenza virus, however standard flu vaccine recommendations should still be encouraged.  

 

Action 

At this point in time there are no specific measures necessary for swine flu. 

All questions and concerns about swine flu should be directed to the resources outlined in clause 9 above. 

Standard hygiene and health practices apply across all services. 

The Department will continue to monitor the situation and will provide further advice as additional  

information becomes available. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.health.vic.gov.au/ideas/diseases/swine-influenza---influenza-a-h1n1-virus
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Secondary School Transition  
 
 
Brunswick Secondary College 

School Tours - every Tuesday and Friday 9.15-10.15am 
Please ring the school on 9387 6133 to make a booking 
Year 7 Information Evening for prospective parents - Tuesday 5th May 2009, 7.00pm - 8.30pm 
Select Entry Accelerated Learning Program, Year 7, 2010. Applications online at www.brunswick.vic.edu.au 
 
 
Debney Park Secondary College  

Information Evening - Wednesday, 13 May 2009 - 7:00 to 8:30pm, followed by light refreshments 
RSVP by Monday 11 May to debney.park.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au or contact the General Office on 9376 1622 
 
 
Essendon Keilor College  -  East Keilor Campus 

Open Day - Tuesday, 31 March 2009 
Parent Information Session: 7.00pm 
¢ƻǳǊ ¢ƛƳŜǎ όǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ άŀǘ ǿƻǊƪέύΥ фΦмрŀƳΣ ммΦолŀƳΣ мΦпрǇƳΣ сΦллǇƳ 
 
 
Maribyrnong College 

Tours of the college are available on Mondays 12.00pm and Thursdays 9.00am.  
Contact the school on 9318 1355 to arrange your tour. 
 
 
Melbourne Girls College 

Open Day - Wednesday 6 May ς 9.30am-2.30pm 
Contact the College on 9428 8955 for further information. 
 
 
Pascoe Vale Girls College 

College tours- commence at 11.00am on Tuesday May 5, Wednesday May 6 and Thursday May 7. 
Bookings are essential. Please phone the College on 9306 2544 to reserve a place. 
 
 
Princes Hill Secondary College 

Information evening - Thursday 7th May 2009, 4.00 pm information session and tour or 7.00pm information session and tour 
Tours Monday and Thursday mornings at 8.45am until 7th May 
Please phone to book for a tour 9389 0600 
 
 
Victorian College of the Arts Secondary School 

Auditions for entry to the College is now open. For further information please contact the College on 9685 9320. 

 

mailto:debney.park.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Following last weekôs successful Learning on Literacy page, now we focus on the mathematical areas of the 

curriculum.  In the Victorian Essential Learning Standards, also known as VELS, students study several 

Strands of Mathematics:  Number, Space, Measurement, chance & data, Structure and Working 

mathematically.  Most of us are comfortable with Number, Space and Measurement; however Structure and 

Working mathematically can be a challenge for some. 

 

Structure  focuses on developing understanding of logic, function and algebra and  is fundamental to the 

precise nature of mathematics. Key elements in primary school students are operations and the commutative, 

associative and distributive properties of number {4+7 = 7+4;    4+ (3+4) = 4+7; and BODMAS.  

 

Working mathematically focuses on developing studentsô sense of mathematical inquiry: problem posing and 

solving, modelling and investigation. It involves application of reasoning and use of conjecture, solution and 

communication.   This often takes the form of real life maths problems. 

http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/mathematics/index.html#H2N10054 

 

NAPLAN  tests focus on all aspects often using word problems and stories requiring students to use 

mathematical knowledge to select the correct answer.  This is where estimation is important and is a skill 

parents can assist their children with at home. 

 

Research has shown that a solid understanding of mathematical vocabulary is vital in assisting children to 

fully understand and apply mathematical concepts.   Stahl & Fairbanks (1986) found that providing 

students with both definitional and contextual information significantly improves comprehension.  

Shearer, Ruddell, & Vogt (2001) stated that ñWhen students are shown how to identify key content 

vocabulary, they become adept at selecting and learning words they need to know, and given opportunities to 

practice, comprehension improves.ò 

Using and explaining the language such as multiply, array, calculate, BODMAS, estimate, share, average, 

mean, median, equal, flip, slide, turn, rotation, property, shape, skeleton, area, length 

http://www.mathwords.com/ 

http://www.amathsdictionaryforkids.com/ 

http://www.math.com/school/glossary/glossindex.html 

 

Good Questions Promote Good Thinking 

By listening carefully to your child explain how a solution was worked out, you can find out what your child 

understands. Sometimes a child's explanation will highlight that they're using a limited range of strategies or 

have misunderstandings. 

By explaining their thinking you can encourage your child to think about and compare different ways of 

solving problems.   Your child's ability to think independently will improve as they develop strategies to use 

in different situations. 

* How much more do we need?                     * Is there another way of working this out?  

* What number comes next?                          * What's the difference in price?  

* How did you work that out?                        * Can you predict what the next number will be?  

 

To help your child develop better thinking strategies: 

*  use everyday examples to point out calculations and estimations  

*  share different ways to get to a solution  

*   discuss why some methods might be better than others  

*  encourage using what is known to help solve more difficult problems  

*  play games that involve decision making and logical thinking  

 

Shopping, games and sport are great ways to use mathematics in counting, comparing, calculating and 

averaging costs, weights and scores. 

 

Enrico Fermi  was an Italian physicist most noted for his work on the development of the first nuclear 

reactor  He also had a passion for mathematics, particularly those problems for which it was difficult and 

time consuming to calculate the exact answer.  This is an example of a Fermi problem; why not try it as a 

family?  How many tennis balls would fit in your bath? 

http://www.vendian.org/envelope/dir0/fermi_questions.html 

  

 

Happy calculating,                                                                                  Lesley 

 

 
 
 

http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/essential/discipline/mathematics/index.html#H2N10054
http://www.mathwords.com/
http://www.amathsdictionaryforkids.com/
http://www.math.com/school/glossary/glossindex.html
http://www.vendian.org/envelope/dir0/fermi_questions.html
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Dear 3 /4 Children, Parents and other Flemington families, 
Working Bees are held on a regular basis, each term a particular year level is targeted but any family is 
welcome to attend. Student are particularly welcome as it is their school. The Facilities Committee 
appreciate your assistance in the continued upkeep of our school grounds.  

SUNDAY        17
th

 May  9 a.m.-12 noon 
 

Most of our tasks involve giving the school and grounds a little extra attention. Of course, we always welcome 
skilled tradespeople who make themselves available but most jobs involve paint brushes, whipper snippers, 
shovels, rakes, sponges and brooms. Gardening gloves and rubber gloves would be beneficial when completing 
tasks.  
 
Tasks to be ótackledô on the Working Bee include: 
Cleaning Gutters    Minor maintenance works 
Spreading Mulch under equipment  Watering plants 
Trimming Trees     Sweeping/Tidying the Yard 
Cleaning the outdoor sinks   Ball off roof 
Weeding Garden Beds      Check and remove graffiti in cubby 
Other tasks yet to be finalised!!!! 
 
Please bring along your own labelled rake, shovel, whipper/snipper. 
Thank you 
Sandra McOrist and team 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------- ------------------------ --------------  
To assist with the planning of the upcoming Working Bee it would be appreciated if the attached form could be 
completed and sent back to school by this.  

 
Please complete and return to your childôs teacher. 
éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
 SUNDAY    17

th
 May      9 a.m.-12 noon 

 
Students name: ___________________________________Grade ______ 
 

Have you any special ótrade skillsô which may be able to be utilised on the day of the Working Bee eg. 
Plumbing, building. _________________________________________________________________ 

 
To assist with catering, will you be attending the ósausage sizzleô to be conducted at the completion of 
the working bee? If so, how many members of the family?__________ 

 
 
 


