
Principal’s Report  
Lesley McCarthy 
 

There was great excitement as we held our first Monday assembly in 

the amphitheatre and were able to see the almost completed Outdoor 

Learning area.  Children and parents exclaimed excitedly at seeing 

their named paver bricks.  This area will be a fabulous addition to our 

teaching and learning spaces and also for quiet, sheltered recess and 

lunchtime activities.  Teachers have already started using the area with 

their classes.  Seating is due to be installed late in November and an 

additional run of engraved pavers during the January holidays. 

This construction was funded through National Schools Pride. 

 

 
 

The line marking on our running track commenced today and the 

track is now ready for use. 

 

Changes to school operations and Curriculum Days by DEECD has 

declared that the Curriculum Days each year are the first 3 days of the 

school year plus an assessment and reporting day in June.  Therefore, 

Monday 2
nd

 November is not a Curriculum Day.  We know from past 

experience that a large number of families will take the opportunity 

for a long weekend and most children will not attend school.  As such, 

Flemington PS will be open for school as usual however; an 

alternative education program will be devised.  Classes will be mixed 

and the teachers will take some time to work in their teams for 

moderation of student work and some assessment and reporting tasks. 

 

Parents whose children would usually attend aftercare are asked to 

advise the office of their child’s absence as usual or a charge will be 

entered. 
 
 

Flemington Primary School , Mt Alexander Road, Flemington   3031.   Tel: 9376 7137 

http://www.flemingtonps.vic.edu.au                          f lemington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au     

In Touch Newsletter 
Thursday,  29 October 2009 
Volume 2009  Issue 31 

D I A R Y  D A T E S  
FRI, 30 OCTOBER 
Special Lunch Day – fried rice 

Leonie’s Music Soiree 6.00pm 

MON, 2 NOVEMBER 
School open – normal school day 

TUE, 3 NOVEMBER 
Melbourne Cup Day – public holiday 

THU, 5 ï FRI, 6 NOVEMBER 
Grade 1/2 Camp 

TUE, 10 NOVEMBER 
Gavin’s Music Soiree 6.00pm 

THU, 12 NOVEMBER 
Drum clinic 1.30 pm 

Gavin’s Music Soiree 6.00pm 

THU, 16 NOVEMBER 
Walkathon 

THU, 19 ï SAT, 21 NOVEMBER 
RACV Energy Breakthrough, 

Maryborough (recumbent bike) 

TUE 24 NOVEMBER 
Senior Choir Bioethics Conference 

THU, 26 NOVEMBER 
Grade 5/6 Reach Program 

2.30pm  Whole School Photo 

WED, 16 DECEMBER 
Grade 6 Graduation 

FRI, 18 DECEMBER 
Last day of school 
 

 

Planning for 2010 has commenced. 

Any families not returning to 

Flemington in 2010 are asked to 

advise the school office in writing, 

as soon as possible. 

If you know of a child due to start 

Prep next year, please remind the 

family to enrol their child as soon 

as possible as places are limited. 

 

 

SCHOOL CONCERT DVD 

We have been advised that due 

to the large volume of orders, 

DVDs will not be ready until mid 

December. 
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Pupil of the Week 26/10/09 
 

56M Jonathon M 
Persisting with his general neatness 
in all bookwork and increasing his 
levels of concentration in class. 

56R Kristen P 
óListening to Others & Co-Operative 
Learningô during preparation for our 
debate on climate change. 

56S Emily H 

ñCreating, Imagining and Innovatingò 
in creating a class scrap book of 
newspaper articles on climate 
change. 

56ZN Jasmine A 
For her beautifully written opinion on 
ñWhat is graffiti?ò. 

34D William T 
For taking responsible risks in 
literacy and accurately identifying 
process words. 

34H Yaser A 
For striving for accuracy in his 
Dream Time Story. Excellent work! 

34L Louis B 
For his confidence in identifying 
process and participant words and 
helping others in this work. 

34M Sequoia S 
For persisting with her work in 
literacy in identifying process and 
participant words. 

34P Jarrod L 
For his creativity in ICT. Jarrod has 
shown creativity when making his 
digital portfolio. 

12IG Alesha Y 
For always being well-mannered and 
friendly to others. 

12J Abubaker J 
For showing resilience when dealing 
with his broken arm. 

12L Sam C For persisting with his writing tasks. 

12M Henry V-D 
For being confident and ótaking a 
riskô to play his guitar at his music 
recital. Well done. 

12T Daniel M 

Daniel has been persistent and has 
worked extremely hard to learn all 
his golden words. Congratulations 
on such hard work. Well done. 

PD Annika V 
For improving her spelling by 
checking the word wall. 

PN Lucas P 
For confidently contributing to group 
and class discussions. 

PP Jordan N 
For working well in a team and 
creatively classifying minibeasts. 

PS Oscar A 
For showing resilience when faced 
with a problem and coming up with a 
solution independently. 

 

Office News 
Office Hours, 8.30am ς 4.00pm Monday to Friday 

 

Compulsory School Uniform 

 

Following a review of the 

Uniform Policy by School 

Council, a s from 2010 it will be 

compulsory for all FPS students 

to wear the full school uniform.  

To help us with ordering more stock this 

year we would appreciate families 

placing their uni form orders as soon as 

possible. Remember there is only 7 weeks 

until the end of term. 

 
Engraved Brick Pavers 

 

The Outdoor Learning 

Environment is almost 

complete and the  

named and hand 

drawn pavers have no w been laid . A number 

of families missed the original cut off date for 

pavers but we will have an additional order 

of pavers that will be delivered early next 

year.  Any famil ies who missed out on ordering 

a paver are encouraged to complete 

another form.  Forms are available from the 

office and must be handed in by Friday, 11 

December 2008.  
 

 BENDIGO BANK DATES 

Weekly pick-up every 
Thursday 

If you would like to 
open an account for 
your child please 
collect forms from the 
office. 

 

Missing clothes from 3/4 camp 

Various items of clothing have been left over from 

the Grade 3/4 camp. Please see the office if your 

child is missing clothes from camp. 
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School Council 
Tim Pegler, President 
 

Following last week’s plan of the Hall/Performing arts 

complex, here is the site plan for location.  The staff car park 

will lose one metre along the footpath edge and the dental 

clinic will be demolished.  The Instrumental Music portable 

will be temporarily relocated. 

 

 
 

Curriculum Corner 
 

  

Congratulations to 

Sophia J and Kate 

W of 1/2T for their 

fabulous artwork! 

 

Grade 1/2 J were the first class to explore the Outdoor 

Learning Environment.  

St udent Representative Council 
News  
 
SRC and Student Leaders meet with Mrs McCarthy and Ms 

McOrist on Wednesday afternoons.  We have the 

opportunity to discuss what is happening around the school 

and give our opinions and ideas.  We also report to our 

classes on what is happening and ask for their ideas.  Each 

term we choose a fundraising target for our gold coin 

donation days.  They are charities which help children as 

well as adults.  Sometimes we do an activity around the 

school which helps to make the school a better place.   
 

Yesterday we planted a whole range of plants that donõt 

need lots of water.  Different people were helping w ith 

different jobs.  Some people were watering, some were 

helping with mulch and some were planting plants.  We 

planted 3 Westringias, 1 Star Jasmine climber, 5 Lyriopes 

and 2 Garden Gems.  We mulched them over and then 

gave them lots of water.  We had lot s of fun and swoon 

the school is going to look lovely.  By Ben G & Alex S  
 

On Wednesday, 28
th

 October the SRC’s and student leaders 

planted 3 Westringias, 5 Lyriopes and more plants in the 

amphi. We worked all together. We weeded plants and 

watered them. We think you should look at it. 

By Zac Z & Bronte H 

 

The SRC organised some plants for the amphitheatre.  

We planted 3 types of plants such as Westringia, Garden 

Gems and Star Jasmine.  We planted them near the paved 

area in the garden.   So hope you go and see them.  

By Tom P & Sebastian F 
 

On Wednesday we planted some plants around the 

amphitheatre.  First planted was a Westringia, there were 3 

of them.  Then we placed out 5 Lyriopes and then some 

Garden Gems.  We watered them in and then spread some 

mulch down.    By Olyvia 
 

Yesterday SRC planted new plants in the Outdoor 

Learning centre.  The plants were laid out in place and 

then holes dug and plants planted.  We planted 3 

Westringia, a climbing Jasmine, Lyriope and Garden Gems.  

The equipment we used were:  spades, wheelbarrow, 

shovel, watering can, buckets, trowels and our hands.  

By Lily KE & Isaac C  
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The Hub News 
Gabrielle Dolan, The Hub President - 0405 144 092 or 
gabrielle@onethousandandone.com.au 
 
Parent Opinion Survey 

As advised in last week’s In Touch, I am facilitating a 

Parent Opinion Survey on behalf of School Council.  This is 

separate from the yearly DEECD survey which only goes 

out to 10% of parents.  This survey will allow us to reach all 

parents; to drill down further and ask for specifics and 

suggestions; and allow us to focus on more FPS related 

issues. 

 

I encourage all parents to undertake the survey, which is 

completely anonymous and will take on average about 15 to 

20 minutes to complete. 

 

The survey can be completed via a link on the FPS website, 

or simply send me an email 

(gabrielle@onethousandandon.com.au) and I will send you 

the link.  For those without internet access, paper copies are 

available at the office, but I encourage online completion 

wherever possible. 

 

The closing date for the survey is 16
th

 November.  After this 

I will compile a report with results and recommendations 

back to School Council which will be made available via the 

website and the Hub email distribution list. 

 

If you have any concerns or questions at all please do not 

hesitate to contact me and again I encourage you to get on 

the Hub email distribution list (simple send me an email) to 

keep up to date and involved. 
 

Calendars 

If you haven't ordered your child's 2010 Calendar yet there 

is still time! Have your order at the office by Wednesday 

November 4th, which will be the absolute final cut-off date. 

If you would prefer to order cards, a template for a drawing 

can be obtained from the office. Should you wish to have a 

calendar made from a family photograph, email the snap to 

maczav@optusnet.com.au along with your child's name & 

class details. Payment will still need to be made via the 

office.    Regards, Meredith 

 

OSHC News 
Mandy Flack ï OSHC Coordinator ï 0412 250 131 

 
Program for 2-6 November: 

Monday Hair Brain hats/Tube jockeys 
Tuesday No Care/ Cup Day 
Wednesday Cooking/Sport with Karl 
Thursday Junk Box 
Friday  Tennis/Popcorn theatre 
 

¶ Awards go to Jack S and Izy S for always being 
available to help in the Care Program 

Instrumental Music News 
±ŜǊƴ hΩIŀǊŀ ς Music Coordinator ς 0403 777 050 
 

Change to Vernôs Thursday Theory class  

The Thursday afternoon theory class will be split into two 

starting next week. Half the class will have a lesson on 

Wednesday afternoon from 3.45 – 4.15 and the rest of the 

class will continue to have lessons on Thursday 

afternoons. The class is too large at present and splitting 

the class in two will enable more time for individual help. 

A note regarding the classes will be sent home this 

Thursday. 

 

Senior Choir - Childrenõs Bioethics Conference & 

Moonee Valley Carols  

The Senior Choir has been invited to perform at 

the 2009 Childrenõs Bioethics Centre conference on 

Tuesday 24 th  November  at the Royal Childrenõs 

Hospital. The students will be leaving school at 

11.30 and will be travelling by Tram. An 

information/permission note has been sent home 

and the permission slip needs to be return ed ASAP. 

 

The choir will also be performing at the annual 

Moonee Valley Carols at Queens Park on Sunday 

13 th  December . Our choir will be joining with 

Strathmore PS choir to perform two carols.  

 
End of year Instrumental Concert 

The end of year instrumental concert will be held at 

Victoria University on Thursday 10
th

 December. We 

will be holding a BBQ from 5.00 pm and the concert will 

commence at 7.00 pm. The ensembles and the 2009 

award winners will be performing at the concert. We will 

have music bags available for purchase at the concert. 

 
Vernõs Piano Soiree  

Vern will be holding his end of year Piano Soiree on 

Friday 11 th  Dec- ember  in the music portable form 

6.00 pm to approx 6.45 pm.  
 

Gavinôs Students 

Gavin’s Tuesday timetable students will be performing in 

a soiree on Tuesday 10
th

 November at 6pm in the Music 

Room 3. 

 

Thursday timetable students will be performing on 

Thursday 12
th

 November at 6pm. 
 

Music News ð Monday Theory  Classes 

Please note there will be no theory classes next 

Monday, 2nd October.   Thanks, Rosey 
 

 

mailto:gabrielle@onethousandandone.com.au
mailto:gabrielle@onethousandandon.com.au
mailto:maczav@optusnet.com.au
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School Council News 29 October 2009 
 
Hello everyone, itõs great to see the FPS 
community so excited by all the action 
around the school grounds. The running 
track is nearing completion, the outdoor 
learning area is a winner with teachers and 
students alike  and the historic gates will be 
back at the Mt Alexander Road entry next 
month. Thank you to Lesley, Sandra and 
Bruce for their contributions to these 
projects.  
 
At School Council on Monday we approved an 
increase to the ôEssential Education 
Expensesõ each family pays per child. 
However, we are pleased to announce that 
thereõs a silver lining to this cloud. Thanks 
to an initiative by Lesley, Adrienne and the 
office team, FPS will not be outsourcing 
booklist orders this summer and will compile 
the packages in-house. The significant 
savings arising from this initiative mean that 
2010 costs per student for booklists, camps 
and education expenses will actually be 
lower than in 2009. Accounts for these items 
will be issued soon in order to avoid the 
tough post-Christmas bill -paying period.  
 
Parent opinion survey 
As many of you will be aware, the school has 
been working on its four -yearly strategic 
plan for much of this year.   One of the first 
initiatives flowing from that plan is a drive 
to gather feedback from pa rents in regards 
to a range of topics.   Some of you may have 
already completed a parent opinion survey 
issued by the Education Department 
(DEECD).  School Council has developed an 
additional survey, thanks to Gabrielle Dolan, 
that enables us to:  

1. Reach all parents and not just the 10% 
that the DEECD survey targets 

2. Drill down further and ask for 
specifics and suggestions 

3. Focus on specific FPS issues. 
 
School Council asks you please take the time 
to complete it, providing feedback on things 
the school does well and things we could 
possibly do better.     
 

The survey is anonymous and should take 
about 15 minutes to complete.    Most of the 
questions are compulsory and intended to 
draw an opinion as opposed to ôI canõt 
decideõ. 
 
Once surveys are completed Gabrielle will 
compile a report to be presented to School 
Council and the FPS community. You can 
find the survey on the FPS website or at 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=
vqxryprHSfWmyfaE52_2fOyQ_3d_3d 
 
Alternatively, please email Gabrielle via 
gabrielle@onethousandandone.com.au and 
she will send you a link. If you do not have 
Internet access and still wish to participat e, 
paper copies are available at the office.   
 
Please complete the survey by November 16. 
 
Thanks for your assistance, 
 
Tim Pegler 
 
School Council president 2009 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=vqxryprHSfWmyfaE52_2fOyQ_3d_3d
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=vqxryprHSfWmyfaE52_2fOyQ_3d_3d
mailto:gabrielle@onethousandandone.com.au
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WEEK COMMENCING 

NOVEMBER 16TH 2009  
o A Walkathon is being organised on our new beaut track on 

the oval 
 

o It is a whole school activity.  Students will have a chance to 
compete in the walkathon during their normal PE lesson 
with Gabrielle Nilsson in the week commencing 16 
November 2009 

 

o Students will be raising money for English literacy resources 
and programmes as they get energised 

 

o Great prizes on offer including a grand prize for the student 
who raises the most money  

 

o We are planning a special assembly in that week (hopefully 
on the oval) with dignitaries to officially launch and 
celebrate our new track (more details later) 

 

o Encourage your children to collect sponsors and complete 
their Walk-a-thon forms 

 

o If anyone is interested in donating prizes for the event (eg. 
Sporting goods, books, passes) please leave them at the 
office, attention: Kelly Brodie, Mary Koulbanis or Gabrielle 
Dolan (PA president)


