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In Touch Newsletter  
Thursday, 13th March 2008 
Volume 2008  Issue 7 

D I A R Y D A T E S  
 
MONDAY 17 MARCH 
School Council 7.00pm 
TUESDAY 18 MARCH 
Harmony Day – Gelati for all 
No icy poles 
Parents Association 7.00pm  
THURSDAY, 20 MARCH  
End of Term 1 –  
Early dismissal 2.30pm 
FRIDAY, 21 MARCH  
Good Friday 
Easter 21/3/08 to 24/3/08 
MONDAY, 7 APRIL  
Term 2 begins 
SATURDAY, 19 APRIL  

SCHOOL FETE 2.00 -7.00pm 
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Parents Association morning tea on Wednesday was well attended and it was 
pleasing to see so many new parents in attendance.  Thank you to Gill Gurtler, Mary 
Zourbanos and the Faces of PA for their organization.  Thanks also to Harry, Zoe, 
Audrey and Olivia for reminding the parents in the school grounds of this special 
event. 
 
Congratulations to our students who participated in the Regional Swimming Sports 
at Werribee yesterday.   Alice, Juliet, Lauren & Maddie S. in the Medley Relay; 
Antonio, Isaac, Leo & Will O. in the Freestyle Relay; Lillie, Olivia, Rhen and Saskia 
in the Freestyle Relay; Hannah S. and Will O. in breaststroke and Peter W. in 
Backstroke individual events.  All students performed very well in their races, some 
progressing through heats and into finals.  Thanks to Gab Nilsson for accompanying 
and assisting students and to their parents who provided transport and 
encouragement during the day. 
 
We have several activities planned for Multicultural Week  next week.   
Harmony Day, which we are celebrating on Tuesday will commence with assembly 
to acknowledge and celebrate the many cultural backgrounds from where we all 
come.  Children will parade around the amphitheatre in their costumes and at recess 
time, all children will be provided with Gelati as an example of the food of our 
LOTE Italian program.  Senore Anna and Ms Jagoe have organized the events of the 
day and I thank them for all their work.   
 
It is opportune at this time to celebrate some of our achievements over the last 12 
months as I finalise the Annual Report to the school community.  This accountability 
document will be distributed to all families in June with student reports.   
2007 was a year of development, improvement and eccitement with a large number 
of building and maintenance projects completed {staffroom, sick bay, new Prep 
classroom, additional Instrumental Music teaching space, roller doors on the garage, 
new sports shed} several large financial grants successfully applied for {water tanks, 
playground equipment, science grant, Go For Your Life, Fresh Fruit Friday}; 
significant Professional Development for staff {Teacher Professional Leave, English 
and Maths curriculum and pedagogy development, Reading Recovery, Early Years 
literacy}, major ICT developments {Curriculum fileserver, 3 Interactive 
Whiteboards, new website, upgrades to computers in classrooms}. 
 
Students also experienced a large number of extension, engagement and experiential 
opportunities with the Multicultural Football program run by Essendon FC, the visit 
of the helicopter “Augusta” to our school, the Go For Your Life launch, Jump Rope 
for Heart,  Instrumental Music, Westside Arts and whole school music concerts, the 
Ned Show, Tony Bones, Musica Viva, Harmony Day, Pyjama Day, Ride 2 School 
Day and Jacob & Ryan’s “Shave for a Cure”.  There were also the excursions and 
incursions, swimming, interschool sport and sport clinics including the Football 
team’s excellent performance in winter sport finals; Solar Boat, Recumbent Bike, 
Camps, Chess, Warhammer, SoundHouse, Choir and Band.   
Student learning and achievement continued to be above state and national 
benchmarks as indicated by Aim testing, UNSW and GERRIC exams and teacher 
assessments and by the large number of year 6 students who were awarded 
scholarships or accepted into accelerated learning programs for year 7.  
Congratulations to everyone who has contributed to the success of our students and 
our school in 2007. 
 

I N S I D E  TH I S  I S S U E 
�  Principal’s Report 

�  Pupil of the Week  
����� Suggestion Box  
        Office  News 

�  Assistant Principal’s Report  
Curriculum Report 

  

�  OSHC News  
����� School Council News 

�  Instrumental Music 
����� Parents Association  
 

���� Community News 
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Pupil Of The Week 11/03/08 
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FROM THE SUGGESTION BOX 
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Office News 
TERM 1 BENDIGO BANK DATES  

14th Mar. 
If you would like to open an account for your child please collect 
forms from the office.  If you already have an account please 
send monies and passbook to the office by the dates stated above. 
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There are large number of parents who continue to ignore the 
requests for care and courtesy in and around the school.  Due to 
this continuing infringement of road and traffic rules, MVCC 
have again been contacted to visit and issue infringement notices. 

**  Drop off in the laneway is outside the office to allow students      
to alight – 2 minutes maximum 

**  There is no parent parking, pick up or drop off in the 
teachers’ car park 

**  No parking in the driveway in Flemington Street at the end of 
the oval 
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Assistant Principal’s Corner 
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In the last few decades parents in many parts of the world have 
enthusiastically followed the positive parenting path constantly showering 
children with praise.  
 
But for some giving praise for a job well done has become like a nervous tic. 
Sound familiar.  
 
Most parents are aware of the notion of praise but are we going too far? 
Parents and teachers can praise children so much that it becomes  lacking in 
meaning.  Children gain their self-esteem from the messages that they receive 
and through their interactions with the world. The main developmental tasks for 
under tens is to work out what they can do and how they fit into the world.  
 
Praise has been promoted as the predominant tool to boost children’s self 
esteem, however like any tool it can be overused so that it becomes 
ineffective.  Too much praise can be demotivating. If a child is told everything 
he does is FANTASTIC then how will he ever really know when he has done 
something that really is fantastic. Sometimes mediocrity needs to be 
recognised for what it is – mediocre - rather than boosted to another level.  
 
Encourage more than you praise 
 
Encouragement is a far more powerful tool than praise and it doesn’t have the 
adverse side effects. The differences are minor but important. Encouragement 
focuses on the process of what a child does whereas praise focuses on the 
end result. Encouraging comments focus on effort, improvement, involvement, 
enjoyment, contribution or displays confidence whereas praise concerns itself 
with good results. An encouraging parent gives children feedback about their 
performance but they ensure the feedback is realistic and they work from 
positives rather than negatives.  
 
 
Encouragement recognises that a child is participating and enjoying a game 
while praise focuses on winning or a fine performance. Okay, the differences 
are academic and it may seem like splitting hairs but the results should 
concern children more than they do adults.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Curriculum Corner 
THE SPELLING CENTRE – THE FIRST 200 
WORDS 
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2008 Victorian Premier’s Reading Challenge 
Elise Turner & Natasha Gracey 
The 2008 Victorian Premier’s Reading Challenge is for all 
Victorian students in Prep to Year 9.   
 

The aim of the Challenge is to promote a love of reading. It is not 
a competition, but a challenge for each student to read, to read 
more and to read more widely.  
 

The Challenge began at the start of the 2008 school year and 
officially ends on 31 August 2008. Students in Years 3 to 9 who 
accept the Challenge must read 15 books during this period. 
Students in Prep to Year 2 who accept the Challenge need to 
read or experience 30 books during this period.  
 

Flemington Primary school hopes to have all children registered 
for the Challenge. Every child will receive a pink reading 
challenge permission slip during the week. Please make sure 
your child returns the signed slip so that we can register them as 
soon as possible. 

HARMONY DAY 18 TH March   
Renee Jagoe & Anna Pietrolungo 
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Curriculum Corner 
�
At the Regional Swimming Sports at Werribee yesterday, 
FPS students competed, participated and performed very 
well. 
They competed against the best students from the whole 
region after strong performances in the District sports. 
Congratulations to: 
Girls Medley Relay – Maddie S, Alice, Juliet and Lauren 5th 
Boys Freestyle Relay – Isaac, Leo, Antonio & Will O. 4th 
Girls Freestyle Relay – Saskia, Olivia, Lillie & Rhen 4th 
Peter W. Backstroke individual 4th  final  
Hannah S. Breatstroke individual final 
Will O. Breaststroke individual final 
 
Gab Nilsson, HPE Coordinator 
 
Congratulations to the Moonee Valley Under 12s Gold 
cricket team with Flemington Primary School student’s Jim 
Millman and Liam van Ingen who will be playing in the 
grand final this Saturday morning.  They will compete 
against Coburg West at Fairbairn Park, Ascot Vale.  Good 
Luck!! 
 
KELLY SPORTS  
One of the programs offered is Netball on a Monday 
afternoon.  In order to allow for some real competition, we 
need more girls to participate and allow for team games.  
This is a great opportunity to learn the game, begin playing 
and develop the skills necessary for playing for a club or in 
the school interschool sports team. 
Flyers are available at the office. 
 
 
Grade 6 Transition 
Last week the 2007 year 6 students returned to school to 
share their impressions of their first few weeks of year 7 
with the current year 6 students.  Approximately 20 schools 
were represented so this year students had the opportunity to 
compare the experiences at different schools.  The Year 7 
advised them to use their diaries more and that FPS should 
provide more homework in preparation for Year 7.  A most 
worthwhile exercise. 
Bruce Ziebell 
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OSHC News 
Kaye Evans – OSHC Coordinator – 0412 250 131 
 
Term One fees are now overdue.  Please see Kaye if you are 
experiencing financial difficulty. 

 

Come One, Come All…… 
To the greatest Holiday Program in town!!! 

Learn to be the best dancer at your next party, more mad 
scientist experiments with Elise, get back to the 60’s with 

tye dying or become the next Pat Rafter or Michael 
Jordan after sports skills with Karl. 

Then end the holidays with a great party…….. 
 

Easter School Holiday Program – book now!! 
The program will not operate unless there are 10 students 
booked in each day. 
 

School Council News 
�
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The Fete committee is seeking interested performers to come 
along to this year’s event and “strut your stuff”. You can be part 
of any size group – our hope is to have music throughout the day 
along with all the other activities that will be happening. 
If you would like to take part or know someone who would, 
please contact Lou Powell on 9384 0116 or 0407 807 771. 
Alternatively you can email loupowell@zorzee.com.au. 
�
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As part of our Around the World theme, we have decided to serve Devonshire 
Tea at the Fete, and need several dozen freshly baked scones. To simplify this, 
I have included a fool-proof recipe here from the lovely people at the 
Beechworth Bakery. Let me know if you can make a batch fresh on Fete day. 
  
This recipe makes 16 large square scones in a baking tray. 
 6.5 cups flour                              375 ml or 1.5 cups lemonade 
2 tsp salt                                       1.75 cups cream 
3.5 tblsp baking flour 
half cup castor sugar 
 

Pre- heat oven to 175C. Mix dry ingredients together in a large bowl. Add 
lemonade and cream. Knead to form a soft dough, but do not overknead. Turn 
out onto slightly floured board. Roll to 2.5 cm thick (30cmx 30cm) Cut into 
squares , place on greased oven tray or use baking paper. Brush top with milk 
and bake 15-18 mins. 
Thanks, Meredith - maczav@optusnet.com.au; 0425 828863; Lily PrepP; 
Sophia 3/4D; Uniform Shop 
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Parents Association News 
 
NO ICY POLES ON TUESDAY 18TH MARCH AS ALL 
CHILDREN WILL BE GIVEN GELATI FOR HARMONY DAY 
 
UNIFORM SHOP 
The uniform shop is open from: 

Mondays 9.10am to 9.30am  

Wednesdays 3.15pm to 3.45pm 
Thursdays 3.15pm to 3.45pm  

Remember you can order NEW uniform items from the O ffice 
anytime by leaving an order form (you will be advis ed when 
goods are filled) as well as drop off clean  second-hand items, 
which your children may have grown out of.     
Meredith 
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Inst rumental Music News  
Vern O’Hara – Music Coordinator – 0403 777 050 
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                     Aligned for Life Pilates is a fully equipped pilates 
                                  studio offering tailor made workouts, by fully qualified 
and dedicated instructors to suit all individuals. 

·  Individualised Studio Session 
·  Group Matwork Classes 

 

8 Week Beginners Course - $120    New Courses starting Weekly 
New mums and bubs class – Mondays 9.30am, coffee included 

Come and try first mat class free* 
*offer ends 30th April 2008 

For more information and to book contact us: 
23a Puckle St, Moonee Ponds, 3039       Ph: 9326 0202 

W: www.alignedforlife.com.au       E: sue@alignedforlife.com.au 
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THE WALKING BUS NEEDS VOLUNTEERS  
 
We need to share the load so if you have thought at all about 
volunteering for the Kent St Walking Bus as a driver now is a great 
time to get involved.  I want particularly to target new parents with 
preppies who want to introduce their children to using the Walking 
Bus independently later on.   One morning or afternoon a week from 
you is all we need so please, give me a call. 
Mark Ellis 
93762870/ 04100 829 14 mcellis@westnet.com.au 

 

Community News 
Bull Hill Country Market  
Sunday March 16th  9am till 3pm 
Food, home-made or home grown plants, art, hand made 
craft items, collectables, food vendors, face painting, animal 
farm and  Pony Rides 
 

MARCH hosting Macedon Ranges Car Club 
 

Ride our fantastic Miniature Railway (Railway requires 
enclosed footwear. No open toe footwear ie thongs sandals 
etc. If in doubt bring a pair of runners or shoes) 
 

Located at Jack McKenzie Hall/park next to the Bulla Hill 
railway, Green St Bulla near the corner of Sunbury road. 
(Melways page 177 ref B7) 
 

Contacts for more information call Arthur 0419897721 or 
stall holder enquiries Call  David   0418519338 
 

Miniature Railway Operates on Market Days, so  for a great 
Family day out  come  browse the Market and�ride the 
Railway 

�

Wake the Kids 
Working smoke alarms can save lives. 
The question is Will your smoke alarm wake up your child in a fire 
emergency?  We are inviting you to become a part of a national 
online research project to help answer this important safety 
question. 
 

Vic Uni Wake the Kid’s project is researching if smoke alarms are 
effective in waking children aged 5 to 15 years.  The research 
involves setting off your smoke alarm one night while your child is 
asleep. 
 

Taking part is easy – simply get the instructions online, set off your 
smoke alarm and record your answers on our website.  Data 
collection is late March or early April, around when daylight 
savings ends.  This is also the time to change your alarm battery. 
For details visit www.vu.edu.au/wakethekids. 
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Auskick Program also available.  For further information, call  Samantha 
Lawson 0417 570 851. 
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Essendon Keilor College (East Keilor Campus)  
Parent of Students in Grades 5 &  6 are invited to take a 
tour of the campus to view our new facilities. 
Campus ToursCampus ToursCampus ToursCampus Tours  M onday &  Friday mornings at 9.15am by 
appointment Phone 8331 0109  
Twighlight ExpoTwighlight ExpoTwighlight ExpoTwighlight Expo: Tuesday 18th M arch at 5.30 pm 
LocationLocationLocationLocation    Quinn Grove, East Keilor (next to the East 
Keilor Leisure Centre) 
EKC is a 3 site multi-campus college.   
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BRUNSWICK SECONDARY COLLEGE 
School Tours: Every Tuesday and Wednesday 9.45am -10.30am 
Yr 7 2009 Information Evening: Tuesday 29th April 7.30pm -8.30pm 
Select Entry Accelerated Learning Program: 
Closing Date - Friday 9th May 2008 
Test Date – Saturday 17th May 2008 
Interviews - Friday 13th June 2008 
Applications – From school and contact Marilyn Hardy on 9387 6133 
For further information and bookings for tours and information evening 
please call the school on 9387 6133. 
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Community News 
Fitzroy City Junior Soccer Club - BBQ 

J!(/0�7)95:$/�):(�69!5:(/�%5��,35�
When : Monday the 17 th of March 
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The club is enthusiastic about developing its junio r set-
up and is providing excellent facilities, equipment  and 
coaching of all its junior players. 
7���
�������������
�������	
�������������������
��� ��������
����
#��
	
���������
�
�����
���
9
��������������M1�.�������
��
������J���������
��
 ��������
��
�����
��������������
�"���
����
������6955��
/$��
'�
�����	���%	������!�
�����
��#
'�����5��$'�	� ���
��$
��
	�
���
���.
������'�5�		�
���-���1�����- �
 

    

TRANSITION NEW STRANSITION NEW STRANSITION NEW STRANSITION NEW S    
$�����
��0��
���
����
�����������������
�������N�

�	
��
�����
����������
�

1-�����������
��
�������������������	�������
�����
 ����

�
��
���������������������
�����
�5@
���

B�'�%#��5����
��
���,
������
8����
��7����/
������������
�
�
0�>�����
�5����
��
���,
������

5��
������J
���������
�
�F5����J
�����O�:�����
���	 
��
�G�
�

	%��
��,�	�����
��
���,
������

4��	��
�����
�
�����4�����
�
��>���
������
��
���,
������

3���

�7������
������/������
+����������
��
���,
������

7����
�;��
�4�����/
������������
�
�
������%�;�������
��
���,
������
/�����	��
�/
������������
�
�

�

(
���3$��"���� ��
������4�
�'�%�
���!�����) 	����� -����E�����!� �
$�
�
�����������������
������
�����������
�����
��� �����
�
��
��
��	���
�0�
����

�����
�������������������������
�� ����#�
�������
����	������
��$�
����	�����������	��0����������
��� 

����������
�����
�
�����
���������������0�������	
��
��

��*�. .�?�
=�..
	��6�	���
�����	�1������
�
���
��	������������ ��
������
��
������
����
%
������
�����4���
���O���������
��������
���
��
�� �������������
������
�����
�5@
�0�������������
��
��������
� @���
	��

����
�
��%�4�%	�����
������

� ��7�
��
�	������
����
���������
���
���������DDD�

 
Sapphire Street, Niddrie, 3042   

Telephone:  9337 2488  Fax: 9331 0525 
www.niddriesc.vic.edu.au 

School Tours - Tuesday morning from 9.30am and Thursday 
morning from 11.15am 
Please contact the General Office on 9337 2488 to book a place. 

VIP Open Day 
Tuesday 6th May 9.15am – 2.30pm 

Students are to attend classes from 9.15am – 2.30pm. 
Students will participate in a range of classes including: 
* Performing Arts   * Home Economics *Information 
Technology * Art *Science 

Open Evening 
Thursday 8th May 7pm start – 8.30pm 

* Tours * Address by Principal * Classes in actionTeaching staff 
available to answer questions & concerns. 
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